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MR BROOKLYN 


Ratner's newest Downtown skyscraper could be 
NY's tallest apartment house — rising 1,000 feet 
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REACHING FOR THE SKY 

Here's how Bruce Ratner's proposed 
City Tech tower (which practically begs 
to be called "Mr. Brooklyn" because of 
the developer's Frank Gehry-designed 
"Miss Brooklyn" tower at Atlantic Yards) 
would stack up against other New York 
City Icons. Even at 700 feet, Mr. 
Brooklyn would be the tallest building 
on Long Island. 



Empire State 
Building 


Chrysler 'Mr. Brooklyn' Citi Building Williamsburgh Miss Brooklyn 

Building (proposed) (Queens) Bank Building (proposed) 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bruce Ratner is planning 
to build the city’s tallest resi- 
dential tower — a whopping 
1, 000-foot skyscraper that 
would dwarf the 512-foot 
Williamsbuigh Savings Bank 
building, Brooklyn’s tallest. 

But as with Ratner’s At- 
lantic Yards mega-develop- 
ment, the secret, closed-door 
deal is already casting a shad- 

“No comment,” Ratner told 
a Brooklyn Paper reporter 
who approached him at the 
annual Metrotech Christmas 
tree lighting ceremony on 
Wednesday night, hours after 
renderings of the Renzo Pi- 
ano-designed 1,000-foot-tall 
edifice at the comer of Jay and 
Tillary streets were splashed 
all over the city’s tabloids. 

Earlier in the day, a Rat- 
ner spokesman said by e- 
mail that the drawing “was 
quite old and not indicative 
of current plans.” But the 
spokesman refused to say 
what the current plans are. 

Secrecy is nothing new 
for Ratner. As at Atlantic 
Yards, Ratner is partnering 
with a public agency — in 
this case, City University of 
New York — in a process 
that will not undergo the 
city’s rigorous land-use re- 
view process. Current zoning 
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allows Ratner to build as 
high as he wants — but nei- 
ther his company nor CUNY 
officials would say how high 

Here are some details 
about the closed-door public- 
private partnership: 

• The complex — on Jay 
Street between Tillary Street 
and Tech Place — would 
consist of a new, 11- to 14- 
story City Tech laboratory 
and classroom building, and 
an adjacent underground au- 
ditorium and gym. It is not 
known how much Ratner 
would be paid for this work. 

• As part of the package, 
Ratner would control the 
comer lot at Jay and Tillary 
streets — currently home to 
City Tech’s antiquated Klit- 
gord Auditorium. 

• CUNY picked Ratner’s 
company over rival develop- 
er Tishman Speyer in 2005. 
Details of each company’s 
bids have not been released 
to the public despite repeated 
requests. As a result, it is un- 
clear how much the chosen 
developer stands to benefit 
from this public-private part- 
nership. 

The Ratner spokesman’s 
renunciation of the rendering 
shrouds the project in addi- 
tional secrecy. The New 



Bruce Ratner is reportedly planning the city's tallest res- 
idential tower, a 1,000-foot spire at the corner of Jay 
and Tillary streets. He claims this rendering the old, but 
won't reveal his current plan. It is unclear why Ratner 
was chosen over a rival developer. 


York Post reported that the 
building would rise any- 
where from 700 to 1 ,000 feet 
and include 600 market-rate 
apartments, retail space on 
the ground floor and office 
space for CUNY. 

This project represents 
Ratner’s second attempt to 
build the tallest building in 
Brooklyn. His Frank Gehry- 
designed “Miss Brooklyn” 
tower was originally slated to 
be well over 600 feet, but its 
height was trimmed to 511 


feet just before the Atlantic 
Yards project was approved 
by the state. 

The new “Mr. Brooklyn” 
tower does not show up in 
the glitzy presentation of the 
future of Downtown Brook- 
lyn released last month by 
the Downtown Brooklyn 
Partnership. 

But Partnership president 
Joe Chan said he is “excited” 
by the building, whatever its 
height may be. 



Jarring change at Sahadi's 


Generic bins replace classic glass at beloved specialty shop 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Customers at Sahadi’s, Brook- 
lyn’s primary stop on the Near East- 
ern spice route, are still fuming that 
the grocer has replaced the classic 
glass jars with generic plastic con- 
tainers in the nuts, dried fruits and 
candies section. 

“Everyone is talking about it,” said 
Charlie Sahadi, the second-generation 
owner. “No one likes change less than 
me,” but “my concern is about my 
customers, not about my jars.” 

The jars were a big part of the 
shopping experience at Sahadi’s. The 
store, open since 1948, contained 
dozens of large, circular glass jars, 
each containing a different kind of 
nut, dried fruit or candy. Customers 
would take a number and wait for an 
employee to scoop out their order. 

The shapely glass jars made a dis- 
tinctive clinking noise when lid made 
contact with base, but that repeated 
clinking led to chipping, with bits of 
glass ending up in the food. 



Sahadi's on Atlantic Avenue in Brooklyn Heights has switched to generic plastic contain- 
ers from the traditional glass in the nut and dried fruit section. Customers are shocked. 


In other stores, a change like this 
would be insignificant, but like other 
recent changes to the Atlantic Avenue 
grocery, famous for foods of the lev- 
ant, anything that tinkers with the old- 
time atmosphere is sure to draw fire. 

“I don’t like them,” said one long- 
time shopper who didn’t want to give 
her name. “The new ones look like 
any deli. I prefer to see broken glass 
because it has more identity.” 

Other New York institutions wres- 
tle with ways to preserve their charm, 
while not falling too far behind the 

Russ & Daughters, the nearly cen- 
tury-old Lower East Side smoked-fish 
haven, has held on to most of the 
glass jars in its renowned candy sec- 

“We’ve tried to the best of our abili- 
ty to maintain the authenticity and the 
feel of the place,” said Niki Russ Fed- 
erman, the fourth-generation owner. 
“We have some glass jars that are the 
ones my grandparents used. Glass has a 
better quality and look.” But, she ad- 
mitted, “Plastic is more practical.” 


In Bay Ridge, festive tree’s no ’holiday’ 


By Joe Jordan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

“It was an honest mistake.” 

That’s what Shore Road Garden Council 
Vice President Linda Allegretti told The 
Brooklyn Paper this week, explaining how 
she found herself in the center of a neigh- 
borhood — and, indeed, worldwide — con- 
troversy last year after she used the term 
“holiday tree” to describe a dark green, or- 
nament-covered spruce that most Ameri- 
cans call a “Christmas tree.” 

The tree has since been renamed to re- 
flect its more-common Christian monicker 
— just in time for a lighting Tuesday night 


at 90th St. and Shore Road that featured 
hundreds of residents as well as local elect- 
ed officials, the student choms from Xaver- 
ian High School, and Santa Claus (not his 
real name). 

At the lighting, Allegretti explained what 
happened last year. 

‘T thought that since the tree was going to 
be on display on a public street, we couldn’t 
associate it with a religion,” she said. 

When people noticed the secularized 
name, all hell broke loose. Even state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge), a longtime 
friend who helped Allegretti form the Shore 
Road Garden Council, publicly railed 


against her decision to take the “Christ” out 
of “Christmas tree.” 

“No one told me I could have called it a 
Christmas tree until after the story broke 
and it was too late,” Allegretti added. “So, 
knowing that now, we called it a ‘Christmas 
tree’ this year.” 

Still, Allegretti’s fear of infringing upon 
the First Amendment may only have been 
matched by her desire for inclusiveness in 
an ever-changing, demographically diverse 
neighborhood. 

While breathing a sigh of relief that the 
tree could in fact be associated with Christ- 
mas after all, Allegretti was quick to stress 


that she’s not just Catholic in the religious 
sense of the word. 

“There are so many new groups in Bay 
Ridge,” said Allegretti, “including Russian 
Jews, Vietnamese, Muslims, and we want 
everyone to feel welcome and enjoy the 
spirit of the season.” 

Indeed, not even a local rabbi had a prob- 
lem with calling the tree by its given Christ- 

“Personally, I don’t mind it being called 
a Christmas tree, because that is what it is,” 
said Rabbi Micah Kelber of the Bay Ridge 
Jewish Center. 

As they say in church, l’chaim! 
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Nick's knack 

Get the jump on Santa 
Claus when the Wyckoff 
Farmhouse Museum cel- 
ebrates St. Nicholas Day, 
the traditional Dutch 
holiday. The jolly man 
himself will arrive on 
horseback, and for more 
rustic charm, visitors can 
take a candlelight holi- 
day tour to see how 
Brooklyn celebrated 
before electricity. 

Noon-4 pm at the Wyckoff 
Farmhouse Museum (5816 
Clarendon R d. at 58th Street in 
Ditmas Park). $3. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 629-5400. 


SUNDAY 

December 2 


Grinched! 

This afternoon, the Book- 
mark Shoppe in Bay 
Ridge will be collecting 
gifts for Toys for Tots 
under the watchful eye 
of ... the Grinch? That's 
right, the green menace 
will be there, handing out 
ornaments and posing 
for photos. No need to 
worry: uniformed Marines 
will be in attendance, mak- 
ing sure the Grinch doesn't 
pocket any of the loot. 

Noon at the Bookmark 
Shoppe (8415 Third Ave. at 
84th Street in Bay Ridge). 
Free. For information, call 
(718) 833-5115 or visit 
www.bookmarkshoppe.com. 



TUESDAY 

December 4 



Ted banging 

Former Chisel front man 
and seemingly ageless 
indie rock heartthrob Ted 
Leo performs tonight at 
the Music Hall of Wil- 
liamsburg with his band, 
the Pharmacists. Opening 
will be the much buzzed 
about Love or Perish as 
well as Kristeen Young. 

8:30 pm at the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg (66 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Williams- 
burg). $20. For information, call 
(212) 260-4700 or visit www. 
musichallofwilliamsburg.com. 


WEDNESDAY 

December 5 


Play books 

In our day, going to the 
library was all about 
being quiet and studying; 
fun was not on the menu. 
Oh, how the times have 
changed. This afternoon, 
the Greenpoint branch of 
the Brooklyn Public 
Library hosts a class in 
"PlayStation Gaming," 
which will school atten- 
dees on how to be better 
videogame players. That 
beats algebra any day. 

4 pm at the Brooklyn Public 
Library's Greenpoint branch 
(107 Norman Ave. at Leonard 
Street). Free. For information, 
call (718) 349-8504. 



FRIDAY 

December 7 



Fall photos 

Tonight, photographer 
Donna Schneiderman's 
new exhibit, "Capturing 
Brooklyn," snapped with 
a vintage Brownie cam- 
era, is being feted at 
Carroll Gardens' Fall 
Cafe. Schneiderman's 
work aims to show "cor- 
ners most Brooklynites 
pass daily without much 
notice." We think tonight, 
everyone will take notice. 

7 pm at the Fall Cafe (307 
Smith St. at Union Street in 
Carroll Gardens). Free. For 
information, visit www.donna 
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Fancy coffee, 
at D’Amico’s? 

P ass the eggnog - the ginger- 
bread latte of change is brew- 
ing at D’Amico Coffee in Car- 
roll Gardens. 

After 50 years of roasting Brook- 
lyn’s strongest, straightest brew, 

Court Street’s most venerable coffee- 
making institution may take a hint 
from Starbucks and break out its 
own gingerbread-flavor coffee, indi- 
cating just how soft this once-hard- 
sciabble neighborhood has become. 

“You’d be surprised at how 
many people drink decaf too. Lots 
of pregnant woman,” said Joan 
D’Amico, the daughter-in-law who 
holds down the third-generation roaster and shop. 

The news was broken to me just days before Thanksgiving, 
the de facto opening day of the season of senseless indulgence 
and overly sweet java-eggnog concoctions. 

D’Amico seemed to me a likely respite from the sugar and 
spice being churned out by the Santas at Starbucks. In fact, that’s 
why I sought out D’Amico’s in the first place. I wanted to find a 
place free from all this fake holiday cheer. 

Honestly, I expected a laugh when I asked about the chances 
of a gingerbread brew, a syrupy, band-aid-colored Starbucks’ 
classic. I mean, we are talking about a coffee shop run by a 
woman who tattooed herself and her husband, jailhouse gang- 
style, with matching coffee beans. 

Plus, the gray-haired neighborhood patriarchs crowding the 
shop’s homey interior were sipping black coffees out of plain 
paper cups and arguing about all-season issues like ugly condo 



Ariella Cohen 



Reading 

machines 

Sure, the National Endowment for the 
Arts may have concluded that American 
students aren't reading enough anymore, 
but students at PS 8 in Brooklyn Heights 
are bucking the trend. On Monday, the 
kids' voracious reading was celebrated by 
their principal, Seth Phillips, at a classic 
grade-school assembly. Students from 
grades pre-K to fifth read for a total of 
250,935 minutes between Oct. 15 and 
Nov. 14. Ninety-seven students, including 
Mia DiCannio (pictured), read for 1,000 
minutes or more, and received $10 Barnes 
8< Noble gift cards. Harry Potter books 
were popular, but at least two of the stu- 
dents confided to a reporter that a por- 
tion of their reading consisted of devour- 
ing The Brooklyn Paper. Smart kids. 

— Cersh Kuntzman 


Old Gardens church holds 
a party — or is it a wake? 


“I prefer simple,” said Antonio Ceriello, a native of Naples 
who moved to Carroll Gardens 16 years ago and has enjoyed two 
D’Amico espressos nearly every day since. The only hint of the 
impending season was 
an unusually aromatic 
roaster, humming with 
orders for gift packs. 
Then D’Amico spoke. 

It wouldn’t be too late 
to add the flavor to the 
menu, she said, tapping 
a long, painted nail 
against a brown paper 
bag of coffee beans. 

“Gingerbread flavor 
probably would be nice, 
now that you mention 
it,” she told me. 

Perhaps it’s inevitable. 
I chatted up some of the 
regulars at D’Amico’s 
and learned that even re- 
tired union roughnecks enjoy flavored coffees — even the ba- 
nana cream blend they serve nearby at Mazzola’s. 

“It’s like banana cream pie with a kick,” said Jerry Maresca, 
a Carroll Gardens native. He said he looks forward to trying 
more cake-flavored coffees. 

“Sugar doesn’t bother me,” he said. “I already lost all my 
teeth.” 

Ariella Cohen is a freelance writer. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Assemblywoman Joan Millman got the Fairway Mar- 
ket to contribute dozens of turkeys to local organizations: Raices 
Times Plaza Senior Center, the Prospect Park YMCA, the 
HOPE Program of Brooklyn. Christian Help in Park Slope, 
and the Eileen C. Dugan Senior Center. . . . Parishioners of 
St. Paul's Church, on Clinton Street and Carroll Street, will 
thank the Rev. Peter Cullen for his 20 years of service at the 
church, and helping rebuild the house of worship after a fire in 

1987, with a choral evensong and reception on Dec. 2 at 4 pm 

Our pals at the Metrotech-based Forest City Ratner Compa- 
nies got help from former Nets legends Darryl “Chocolate Thun- 
der” Dawkins and Albert “I’m Not Bernard” King in handing out 
hundreds of Thanksgiving meals at the Union Baptist Church 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant earlier this month. The $9 .5-billion compa- 
ny also donated $15,000 to two church pantries Our pals at the 

DUMBO General Store have just added Sixpoint IPA to the 
draft beer menu. Don’t worry, though, Brooklyn Lager is still 
on tap — Atlantic Yards boycott or no Atlantic Yards 
boycott. . .The DUMBO Arts Center is currently taking submis- 
sions for an exhibition on religion and its relationship to power, 
economics and politics. For information, visit www.dumboarts- 
center.com. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



By Zachary Kolodin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The oldest Italian parish in Brook- 
lyn has kicked off its 125th birthday 
celebration — but this wasn’t a party. 

Like many other remnants of Italian 
Carroll Gardens, the anniversary of Sa- 
cred Heart-St. Stephen’s Church is more 
a tribute to a historic past than a beacon 
to a burgeoning future. 

“[In the 1940s], the church had a few 
thousand communicants every Sunday,” 
said parish historian John Heyer n. “We 
had about 500 people at the anniversary 

“There’s been a decline of the old 
Italian strongholds,” Heyer added. “But 
we haven’t lost them all yet.” 

But the trend is definitely downward 
— and it has been ever since Robert 
Moses smashed through the old Sacred 
Heart cathedral to build the Brook- 
lyn-Queens Expressway in 1941. 

Symbolically (and not just symboli- 
cally), the new highway ushered in three 
more decades of suburban flight, taking 



Monsignor Kevin Noone, in front of Sacred 
Hearts-St. Stephen's Church in Carrol Gardens. 



Deck the (Boro) hall 

It's beginning to look a lot like, well, you know: Workers put up Christmas decora- 
tions at Borough Hall on Tuesday. 


away the neighborhood’s blue-collar 
Italian core. 

The number of worshippers has 
steadily dropped and, last year, the 
church even had to close its school — 
the last Catholic school in all of what the 
old-timers call “South Brooklyn.” 

“There are not as many children in 
the neighborhood as there were once,” 
said Monsignor Kevin Noone, who 
oversees the Carroll Gardens parish for 
the Diocese. 

“People aren’t having large families 
like they used to.” 

It may be hard to imagine a Carroll 
| Gardens without the Italian community 
2 at Sacred Heart — but at one time, it 
i was impossible to imagine Italians in 
s Carroll Gardens at all. 

I Indeed, the church was founded in 
! 1882 — when Carroll Gardens was 
! mostly Irish — because the Irish church, 
| St. Stephens, at Summit and Hicks 
» streets, barred the gates to the newcom- 
f ers, according to Heyer. 

The Italians built their house of wor- 
ship on Union Street — and there it 
stood until Moses parted the neighbor- 
hood for his highway. 

This time, the weakened Irish congre- 
gation took in the now-entrenched Ital- 
ian community — merging the two 
churches into one. 

By 1981, it was clear who was run- 
ning the neighborhood: in that year, the 
Carroll Street Bridge was painted red, 
white, and green — an homage to the 
Italian flag. 

The pride persists, but there are fewer 
and fewer flag-wavers. 

“[The neighborhood] is still predomi- 
nantly Italian-American, but there is an 
increasing number of non-Italians mov- 
ing in — mostly yuppies,” said Noone. 

And even though the last few decades 
have been difficult, Sacred Heart-St. 
Stephen’s is still the “one central place” 
for the post-War Italian diaspora out of 
South Brooklyn, said Heyer. 

“The number of funerals here is unbe- 
lievable — [people] have the wish to 
come back to the church when they die,” 
he said. 
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DUMBO subway purse snatch 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Harry Cheadle 

The Brooklyn Paper 


A woman walking out of 
the subway ran into a purse- 
snatcher who roughed her up 
before taking her bag on Nov. 
21 . 

The 34-year-old was walk- 
ing out of DUMBO’s York 
Street station, near Jay Street, 
at around 10 pm when a mid- 
dle-aged man ran up to her, 
punched her, slapped her, and 
grabbed her purse before run- 
ning into the bowels of the sub- 
way system. 

The woman sustained no se- 
rious injuries, but didn’t get a 
good look at the guy either. 

Fulton foiled 

A pair of crooks who had ap- 
parently watched too many 
movies where the bad guy gets 
away tried and failed to rob a 
Fulton Street bank on Nov. 19. 

The two men entered the 
bank, near Pearl Street, around 
1 pm. They sidled up to the 
teller, and, as one of them pre- 
tended to hold a gun in his 
pocket, said, “Give me all the 
big bills, and don’t given me 
any ink,” evidently referring to 
the exploding packets that are 
often placed inside bags of 


stolen cash. 

The teller complied, but also 
hit the silent alarm to alert po- 
lice. By the time the would-be 
bank robbers got outside, the 
cops were waiting for them. 

Wire transfer 

A pair of thieves sneaked into 
a Flatbush Avenue construction 
site on Nov. 16 and helped 
themselves to the most valuable 
thing they could find — $1 ,500 
worth of copper wire. 

The perps busted through the 
fence surrounding the site, near 
Myrtle Avenue, around 10 pm 
and although they were noticed 
by security cameras nearby, 
they were wearing dark cloth- 
ing and not readily identifiable, 

Cab crime 

People are always complain- 
ing about getting cheated by 
cab drivers, but on Nov. 21, it 
was a cabby on the short end of 
the stick, as his wallet was tak- 
en by a sneaky perp. 

The 24-year-old driver 
parked his cab on Bergen Street 
near Smith Street around 1:30 
pm to take a short break. He left 
the vehicle unattended for only 
a few minutes, but when he 
came back, his wallet had van- 
ished, along with his credit 
cards, $80, and most important 
for a cabby, his driver’s license. 



News you cun use 

Though no Brooklyn streets were "winners" of the Municipal Art Society's "ugliest newsrack 
photo competition," this block of boxes at the corner of Court and Livingston streets in 
Downtown did win honorable mention. Note: The Brooklyn Paper is not a part of the mess. 
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Five-on-one 

Five men attacked one on 
Nov. 18, and, not surprisingly, 
the five guys won. 

The 34-year-old victim was 
walking down Fulton Street 
around 5:30 pm when the gang 
of toughs approached him near 
the comer of Hanover Place. 
They let their fists do the talk- 
ing, grabbing and punching him 
repeatedly before going through 
his pockets and relieving him of 
his property. 

It happened so quickly that 
the man was only able to iden- 
tify one of the perps afterwards, 
a man in a white stocking cap 
and a multi-colored T-shirt. 

Desk cleaned 

A Nevins Street office work- 
er had a bad day on the job on 
Nov. 21, when her laptop and 
phone were stolen right off of 
her desk. 

The 39-year-old woman, 
whose office is near Flatbush Av- 
enue, left her desk around 11:30 
am, and didn’t see the need to 
lock her door, but when she re- 
turned, her laptop, cellphone and 
credit cards were gone. 

Bottle rocket 

Rowdy teens stole merchan- 
dise from a curbside newspaper 
stand on Nov. 19, using a bottle 
as their weapon of choice. 

The operator of the news- 
stand, at the comer of Willough- 
by Avenue and Jay Street, was 
minding his business around 8 
pm when 5 youths, around 15- 
years-old, approached. 

One threw a glass bottle at 
the man, injuring him, and the 
rest swarmed the counter, taking 
an unspecified amount of cash 
and magazines before fleeing 
down Jay Street. 


Van plumbed 

A plumber who was doing a 
job inside a Classon Avenue 
building on Nov. 20 came out 
to discover that someone had 
done a job on his van at the 

The 44-year-old worker 
parked his company’s Ford 
Econoline outside the building, 
near Myrtle Avenue, around 4 
pm. He came back to the vehicle 
two hours later and was shocked 
to discover that a pipe-threading 
machine, worth $3,000, had been 
stolen from the back of the van. 


JOIN US IN DECEMBER 

Tuesday, December 4, 2007 at 7:00 p.m 
TALKING TALMUD /with Rabbi Potasnik (Coffee and Cake will be served) 
$10 for members $15.00 for non members 


Friday, December 7, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. 

CHANUKAH COMMUNITY SERVICES & DINNER 

$18 for members $22 for non-members 

Wednesday, December 12, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. 

JOURNEY THROUGH JUDAISM /with Rabbi Shriner-Cahn (Class meets monthly) 
$10 for members $15.00 for non members 

Sunday, December 16, 2007 at 10:45 a.m. 

DOMINIC CARTER /Senior Political Reporter for New York 1 
Will talk about his life and his book "No Momma's Boy" (Breakfast will be served) 
$10 for non members 

- 

HOLIDAY BOOK FAIR 

Tuesday, December 4, 2007 from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 5, 2007 from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, December 6, 2007 from 2:00 to 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday, December 8, 2007 from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS FOR SALE 

New York City and other locales available for purchase 
For more information email cmsentertainment@gmail.com. 

Call synagogue office for information on all our events 



Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza West 
(718) 875-9124 
MountSinai250@aol.com 


TV thief 

A perp who knew a thing or 
two about getting in through 
locked doors broke into a 
woman’s Carlton Avenue apart- 
ment and took her television. 

The woman, who lives in a 
building near Atlantic Avenue, 
was gone for a couple days, leav- 
ing at 3 pm on Nov. 20, and re- 
turning home the night of Nov. 
22. She immediately noticed that 
a hole had been drilled through 
the lock on her door, and a crook 
had broken in and made off with 
her 16-inch Zenith, giving her a 


lotm 




Delivery disaster 

Every deliveryboy’s worst 
nightmare came true for a 16- 
year-old pizza transporter on 
Nov. 2 1 , as he ran into a group 
of customers that decided that 
they would rather not pay for 
their pies. 

The teen arrived at the ad- 
dress given to him, on Monu- 
ment Walk near Park Avenue, 
around midnight. Four men ap- 
proached him, but instead of 
thanking him, they grabbed him 
and took the three pizzas, along 
with $40 and his cellphone. 

Bungle-in 

A perp trying to break into a 
Willoughby Avenue coffee 
shop on Nov. 23 set off the 
alarm and fled — apparently 
without taking anything. 

Police quickly arrived at the 
cafe, near Adelphi Street, at 
around 11 pm and found the 
door slightly opened and dam- 
aged. They searched the interior 


1 the a 


, but 


which was parked out front of 
the building, which is near Ry- 
erson Street. 

The perp was using a tool to 
open the passenger door, and as 
the 43 -year-old renter ran, he 
popped the door, jumped in, 
and drove off. 

The good news — for the 
man, not the rental company — 
was that he hadn’t put any of 
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found nothing else unusual. 
When the owner arrived a half- 
hour later, he informed the offi- 
cers that nothing had been taken. 

Short but mean 

A diminutive thug assaulted 
and robbed a woman walking 
home on Nov. 24. 

The 23-year-old victim had 
noticed that the man, who is 5- 
foot-2 and 150 pounds, was fol- 
lowing her at around 8:30 pm. A 
few minutes later, as she reached 
the comer of Greene and Clinton 
avenues, the Napoleon-esque 
hood grabbed her from behind 
and pulled her to the ground, de- 
manding, “Give me your cell- 
phone, money, and wallet.” 

The young lady handed over 
all she had — a cellphone and 
$16 — and the little crook ran 
off down Greene Avenue. 

Profit-pocket 

A woman shopping at a Flat- 
bush Avenue chain department 
store was a target on Nov. 24, 
as a pickpocket took both her 
designer wallet and the $600 in- 

The 52-year-old shopper was 
browsing through the women’s 
section at the store, near At- 
lantic Avenue, when another 
woman bumped into her. The 
victim didn’t think anything of 
the incidental contact, until a 
few minutes later, when she 
checked her pockets to find her 
wallet had been taken. 

Runaway rental 

A man in the never-smooth 
process of moving ran into a 
difficulty on Nov. 24, when he 
arrived home to his Flushing 
Avenue residence around 3:30 
pm and saw a man breaking 
into his rented moving van, 
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his stuff in the van yet, so tl 
only victim of the crime w: 
the national rental company. 


struck and killed by a car r 
Degraw Street on Nov. 16, p 
lice said. 

The v 

near Tiffany Place a 
2:30 am when the car slammed 
into her. 

She was taken to Long Is- 
land College Hospital, but she 
was dead upon her arrival. 

Police said there was no in- 
dication that the driver was in- 
toxicated or speeding, but the 
investigation is ongoing. 

Almost home 

A black-clothed thug robbed 
a 30-year-old woman walking 
home alone on Court Street on 
Nov. 20, police said. 

The mugger grabbed the 
Carroll Gardens resident as she 
approached the comer of Third 
Place at around 10 pm, putting 
her into a chokehold as she at- 
tempted to move past him on 
the narrow sidewalk. 

“I’ll hurt you if you scream,” 
he told her. 

The perp got away with a 
black handbag containing a 
Razr cellphone and a wallet de- 
void of cash, but stocked with 
credit cards. House keys were 
also taken, police said. 

Stab next door 

Police arrested a Red Hook 
man for brutally stabbing his 
next-door neighbor in the hall- 
way of their Dwight Street 
apartment building on Nov. 8. 

The attacker, 41, is being 
charged with attempted murder 
in the 9 pm attack, police said. 

The victim, a 35-year-old 
woman, was sent to Long Is- 
land College Hospital for treat- 
ment of lacerations on her arms, 
legs, chest and head. 

The arrest was made minutes 
after the bloody knife attack, 
which happened in front of the 
perp and his victim’s apart- 
ments on the seventh floor of 
the city-owned residence. 

Police suspect the neighbors 
were romantically involved. 

A day’s work 

A burglar broke into an 
apartment on West Ninth Street 
near Columbia Street, stole 
hundreds of dollars in electron- 
ics and got away on Nov. 13. 

The burglar sneaked into the 
residence at around 9 am by 
breaking through a window 
while the resident was at work, 
police said. He made off with a 
DVD player, a CD player and a 
Norelco razor. 

Bad Luna 

An Italian restaurant on 
Court Street was burgled some- 
time during the night of Nov. 
14, police said. 

The eatery, which is near 
Ninth Street, lost $500 in loot 
and a cash register. There was 
no sign of forced entry, cops 
said. — with Ariella Cohen 


verses 

reverses 

BY LEON FREILICH 


Leon F reilich, poet laure- 
ate of Park Slope, weighs in 
on the neighborhood's um- 
brella giveaway with "Come 
Back Another Day. " 

To fight precipitation follies 
Park Slopers now are armed with 
brollies, 

Emergency help from a shower of 

Provided by a rainbow of shops. 
Bright yellow on-the-spot umbrel- 


They're Civic Council members all 

Intent on sounding a bugle call 

To Brooklyn shoppers, urging vo- 
cally 

That they stay dry, and buy locally. 

Delights for every Jill and Jack 

Who are urged, once dry, to give 
them back. 

The brollies, which are free to 

Serve as reminder: Support our 
borough. 
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Save 20% on any item throughout the store 
when you present this coupon*. 

Calling all Santas and Santettes, what 
could be jollier than saving on some of the 
season’s coolest gifts, like charm 
jewelry from Heather Moore, decoupage 
from John Derian, accessories and 
furniture from Mitchell Gold+Bob 
Williams, plus lots of Hannukah goodies 
and spectacular ornaments. 
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Sweet Melissa 
sours rivals 

M elissa Murphy, owner of 
Sweet Melissa, a Seventh Av- 
enue pastry and luncheon 
venue, might indeed be sweet — but 
judging from her recent adventure 
on the “Food Network Challenge: 

Edible Ornaments” competition, 
she’s more like Tough Melissa 
Sure, Murphy (pictured) is 
young, attractive and savvy with en- 
ergy to spare and far-reaching plans 
(damn her!). 

But she is also a renowned chef 
and is on the advisory board of the 
French Culinary Institute in Man- 
hattan, where she herself went to 
school. This year, the Zagat Market- 
place gave her stores the award for 
“Best Tarts and Pies” in New York. 

For those reasons, she was invited 
to take part in the Food Network competition that aired on Sunday. 
The challenge: to decorate a Christmas tree with only edible orna- 
ments and beat three other high shooters in the food-as-art world. 

Murphy traveled to Ashland, North Carolina, and settled into 
a local inn along with her mother, her boyfriend, and several 
other family members to shoot the show. 

It started easily enough: First, she met her competition. Then, 
there was another gathering to meet the judges. But in between 
the two meetings, Murphy doubled over in agony — and her 
nausea convinced her that she had come down with (irony of 



Wendy Ponte 



Eventually, though, Tough Melissa made it to the meeting 
room to meet the judges. “All of a sudden, I knew I was in trou- 
ble,” said Murphy. “I grabbed a nearby CVS bag, dumped the toi- 
letries out onto the table and. . .” Well, you can figure out the rest. 

Too bad that the bag, and its contents, were the property of 
one of the judges. 

Murphy’s family decided to take her to the local hospital, still 
assuming she was the victim of somebody’s bad cooking. The doc- 
tors, however, thought she was passing a kidney stone. It was 
around this time that the 
^ m Food Network’s cameras 

invaded the emergency 
room, attempting to turn 
Murphy’s medical foray 
into reality TV. 

Then the X-rays came 
back and the doctors 
found a large mass in her 
abdomen. Murphy spent 
the night at the hospital, 
roaming the halls with 
her IV stand, trying to 
convince the doctors that 
they should let her leave 

all-day taping session. 

BUMiaillfiSiaMiaiilMSSd But without knowing 
what the mass was, the 

doctors were not initially inclined to give permission. 

“Finally, they said I could go, since the studio was only 10 
minutes away from the hospital,” Murphy said. Her mother and 
her boyfriend raced her to the studio. She was dressed in her 
mother’s old sweatpants and had nothing on her feet. “My shoes 
had disappeared,” she said. 

It was all smooth icing from there. 

“I felt really relaxed,” Murphy said. “I guess it was all those 
painkillers.” 

Shoeless, floating on a drug-induced cloud yet completely fo- 
cused, Murphy made her way through the three rounds of com- 
petition: the garland, the ornaments (all hand-crafted by her) and 
the tree-topper. She was in the lead. Close to the end, there was 
a rough moment when some of the judges seemed to think her 
tree-topper, an edible, but perhaps too-cute, raccoon didn’t live 
up to the rest of the work. 

Then the emcee took an informal poll of the audience to see which 
of the artists they favored Murphy won, hands down — and this was 
even before they knew the details of what had happened to her. 

Back in Brooklyn, Murphy is feeling great — she doesn’t 
want to reveal the true nature of the medical problem that sent 
her reeling, except to say that it turned out to be a minor issue. 
She is back to planning for the future: a cookbook, podcasts and 
a possible television show are all in the works. 

Go into one of her two pastry shops and you won’t see a sign 
of the fighting, relentless Brooklyn powerhouse who won the 
Food Network’s challenge. Thank goodness the famous almond 
croissants aren’t tough as their creator. 

Wendy Ponte is a writer who lives in Park Slope. 


THE KITCHEN SINK 

We tend to get sad when we see dogs tied up to a lamppost while 
their owners are shopping. But what’s even worse is the guy who 
leaves his dog tied up on Seventh Avenue with its own personal 
boom box blaring. Hey, pal: The noise annoys us — and quite pos- 
sibly the dog, too. . . . Our pals at New York Methodist Hospi- 
tal sure know their audience. The state recognized the medical cen- 
ter, in the middle of Brooklyn’s crunchiest neighborhood, for 
installing two “chillers” that reduce energy use by $234,000 a year. 
Congrats! E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


Pastor and rabbi unite 
to help Slope homeless 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The three homeless men 
who sparked a flurry of soul 
searching in Park Slope — 
and the ire of a local pastor — 
after refusing to moderate 
their drinking and noise-mak- 
ing have abandoned their 
long-time hangout on the 
steps of the Old First Re- 
formed Church, but they have 
left a legacy behind. 

Rev. Daniel Meeter, Rabbi 
Andy Bachman of Congrega- 
tion Beth Elohim, and the Park 
Slope Civic Council have 
formed the “Park Slope Coali- 
tion for the Homeless,” which 
will be devoted to improving 
the well-being of the dozens of 
homeless who flock to the 
Slope for its wealth of, well, 

The incipient group was 
borne from a Nov. 20 meeting 
with the city’s Department of 
Homeless Services. 

The next day, Bachman 
posted the Coalition’s four ba- 
sic principles on his blog, 
www.andybachman.com: “Ac- 
knowledge with dignity those 
who are homeless. . . . Work for 
their dignity and safety. Con- 
nect them to the variety of 
homeless services in the city. 
Support the provision of servic- 
es to these people.” 

It’s not as though Meeter had- 
n’t been trying to do just that. 

As The Brooklyn Paper re- 
ported last month, three men 
had taken up residency on the 
steps of the Old First Church 
this summer: Robert Royster, 
who’d been an on-and-off visi- 
tor for years, Will Franklin, 
who drank on the stoop yet 
slept elsewhere, and Frank 
Silano. 

Meeter first tried to help, get- 
ting Franklin a job at a local 
Key Food — a job he soon lost. 
The pastor also gave the men 
leftover food and offered to 
help them get treatment. His 
deacon knitted them scarves. 


But nothing helped. After the 
men “started urinating and los- 
ing self-control,” Meeter said 
he asked them to leave. 

“There was a week in July 
when I said, ‘Hey guys, it’s 
over,’ and I started throwing 
their stuff out and chasing them 
away. Problem was, they’d 
come back — and now they 
were hostile.” 

But Meeter said the final 
kicker was Sunday, Oct. 21, 
when he discovered that the 
men had hidden a steel bar be- 
hind the church wall. 


“I saw the steel bar as a 
weapon. It was all beyond toler- 
ance,” said Meeter. 

After Meeter wrote about 
the situation on his blog, 
www.oldfirst.blogspot.com, the 
story became the talk of Park 
Slope, with plenty of people 
defending Meeter ’s right to get 
frustrated by the homeless men 
on his doorstep, but others 
questioned the pastor’s inabili- 
ty to turn the other cheek. 

“I thought that the church 
was about the awesome, unre- 
lenting, compassionate, power 


of God,” wrote one person on 
Meeter ’s blog. “I guess... the 
world is changing.” 

Later, Bachman wrote to 
Meeter and, with the help of the 
Park Slope Civic Council, set 
up a meeting with the city to 
create the new organization. 

It’s already bearing fruit, 
Meeter said. 

“I saw Robert Royster walk- 
ing up Carroll Street,” Meeter 
said. “I told him, ‘Robert, I’m 
going to call Common Ground 
[a homeless services organiza- 
tion], and they’d like to come 
and meet with you to determine 
what services they can pro- 
vide.’ We met him outside of 
Key Food. He’s now in their 
system for medical care and 
permanent housing. 

“Today, I talked to another 
homeless guy I know near the 
Q train on Flatbush Avenue.” 

Not bad for the organiza- 
tion’s first week. Not that the 
rabbi hasn’t been pulling his 
weight, too. On his blog, Bach- 
man wrote about his efforts to 
help a “chronically homeless 
man,” prompting responses 
ranging from congratulatory to 
skeptical. 

“I admire everyone’s opti- 
mism in this effort, but know 
many social workers and others 
in this community [who] have 
personally made intense efforts 
to connect various homeless in- 
dividuals with appropriate serv- 
ices over the years and have 
been rebuffed,” wrote a woman 
named Janet. 

Be that as it may, Meeter and 
company are determined to try. 
It’s not as though the homeless 
problem is going away anytime 

“There’s been a homeless 
problem in Park Slope for 
decades, and we expect it to 
continue for as long as there is 
wealth here and relative safety,” 
said Meeter. “Today, I encoun- 
tered four homeless people just 
between the Q train on Flatbush 
and the church.” 
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9th Street Optical 
and Vision Center 


SPECIALISTS ON STAFF: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 

•Comprehensive Eye Exams 
• Prescriptions Filled 
•Contact Lenses 

• Glaucoma and Cataract Testing and Treatment 
• Laser Vision Consultation 
• Newest Diagnostic Equipment 
•Full Diabetic Eyecare 

Most Medical Insurance Accepted 

Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts for Senior Citizens 

Free medical transportation provided to those who carry 
Medicaid and Medicare 


DESIGNER FRAMES BY 

Gucci • Prada • Dior • Jai Kudo • and more 


Open Monday - Saturday 



Contact Lens 
Package: $75 

includes eye exam and 
one box of disposable contact lenses 
Up to 4.00 Optiflex Lens 

(not valid with any other offers) 


(718) 965-2545 

332 9th St. (Between 5th & 6th Aves.) 
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4% BROKER'S FEE 


See our ad in the Heal Estate Section For Our Listings 
254 Flatbush Avenue (between St. Marks 8 Prospect PL) 

(718) 230-7560 - (718) 230-7563 FAX 

Email: Info@EiadiaRealiy.com 
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Visit Our 
New Location! 
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llth Year in 
Park Slope 

463 4th Street 
Between 7th & 8th Aves. 
718.788.1700 
Tu-Sun 11 am -8pm 
www.ilcamelionsalonspa.cq 


Experience Aveda Full Spectrum" hair color. Up to 99% naturally derived 

soft, shiny and healthy. Receive a free” 5-day supply of Color Conserve” 
Shampoo and Conditioner when you book a free hair color consultation. 
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Chanuka is Latkes, 
Candles & Music 
at Union Temple 

FAMILY CHANUKA PARTY 
December 7 at 6:00 p.m. 

Candle lighting, music, pot luck dinner, 
and lots of latkes! 

You bring a dish to share, 
and we supply drinks, latkes, and dessert. 

The fun begins with a family-friendly Shabbat service. 
Just $10 for adults; $5 for kids; kids under 5, free. 

FIRST SUNDAYS Kindergarten Kef 
December 2 from 11 :00 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

A fun-filled Jewish activity group 
for children ages 4 to 5, 
featuring crafts, fun games, stories, and music. 
Held every first Sunday. FREE! 


THIRD SATURDAYS Tot Shabbat 
December 15 from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
Singing, dancing, and a little Hebrew 
for toddlers, preschoolers, 
and their adult guests — 
with song leader Debbie Brukman. 
Every third Saturday. FREE! 
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LEGAL NOTICE 


NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF 
HILL-BURTON CHARITY CARE SERVICES 


Lutheran Medical Center, 150 55th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY will make available from January 
1, 2008 to December 31, 2008, uncompensated 
services to all eligible persons unable to pay who 
request those services. All hospital services of 
the medical center will be available on a first re- 
quest basis to eligible persons until the medical 
center's annual compliance level is met. Eligibil- 
ity for free care will be limited to persons whose 
family income is not more than double the cur- 
rent poverty income guidelines established by 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices. We invite interested parties to comment 
on this allocation plan. This Notice is published 
in accordance with 42 CFR 124.504, Notice of 
Availability and Uncompensated Services and 
will be effective January 1, 2008. 


Here’s some good advice: 
Don’t leave $23K in the car 


Street at 11 am on Nov. 15, but 
the car was gone when he came 
back on Nov. 20. 

Along with the car seats, 
there were many DVDs and 
CDs in the car — everything a 
crook needs for a long car ride. 

Ransacked 

Perhaps this perp likes to 
play dress-up? 

A burglar broke into a 
woman’s third-story apartment 
on Nov. 20, and took not only 
her computer accessories, but 
some of her shirts as well. 

The woman had left for 
work at 9 am, and when she got 
back to her building on Eighth 
Avenue near Union Street, she 
saw that her bathroom window 
had been opened and, more im- 
portantly, her laptop was gone. 

The crook also took her exter- 
nal hard drive and CD burner, as 
well as 10 shirts out of her closet. 
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POLICE BLOTTER 


By Harry Cheadle 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


78th Precinct 


Getting your car broken 
into is bad. Getting $23,000 
worth of jewelry taken out of 
your car — which happened 
to a woman on Nov. 21 — is 
much, much worse. 

The 68-year-old jewelry en- 
thusiast parked her Toyota Rav4 
on Sterling Place between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues at around 8 
am. But when she came back to 
it just three hours later, her heart 
sank as she realized her window 
had been smashed open. 

Her worst fears were con- 
firmed minutes later, when she 
found that the perp had taken it 
all: the pair of $7,500 diamond 
necklaces, the $3,400 diamond 
earrings, the $4,000 necklace — 
a loss totaling $23,100, cops said. 

Sat. night fever 

Businesses on Fifth Avenue 
between Carroll Street and Sev- 
enth Street were terrorized by a 
short but vicious crime wave, as 
at least four businesses were hit 
on Saturday night, Nov. 18. 

The first incident occurred at 
a frequently crowded restaurant 
on the comer of Carroll Street, 
when a diner took her eyes off 
of her possessions during her 
meal. She sat down at 8 pm, but 


when she stood up to collect 
her possessions, she discovered 
they were gone. She lost her 
iPhone, leather gloves, and a 
belt -$525 in total value. 

Just blocks away, near Sev- 
enth Street, prowlers struck 
three businesses next to one an- 
other. A restaurant that closed 
for the night at 11 pm had its 
back window broken by an un- 
known vandal, but fared better 
than the next-door neighbor, a 
nail salon, whose employees 
forgot to close the rear window. 
Sometime during the night, a 
thief crawled in through the un- 
secured window and took $950 
out of the register. 

The final business was bro- 
ken into around 5 am. The perp, 
a 6-foot man in a black sweat- 


shirt, didn’t bother to be subtle 
— he just crashed through the 
back door of the restaurant. The 
alarms went off, but the man 
somehow broke the safe open 
and took $4,000 before going 
out the same way he came in. 

Bad girls 

A pair of gun-toting women 
made strides towards gender 
equality on Nov. 24, proving 
that mugging is not a strictly 
male activity. 

The victim, a 48-year-old 
man, was walking home on War- 
ren Street at midnight, but when 
he got to the comer of Third Av- 


enue, the women pounced. One 
of the perps pulled a gun while 
the other calmly took $20 and a 
cellphone out of the man’s hands. 

The pair then fled down 
Warren Street. 

Laptop loss 

A woman lost both her laptops 
on Nov. 23 , when a burglar broke 
into her Fifth Avenue apartment 
through the patio window. 

The 35-year-old victim was- 
n’t gone from her apartment 
long, leaving at 3:30 pm and 
coming back 45 minutes later, 
but in the time it took to go out 
for a cup of coffee, the perp had 
opened the window, taken her 
Apple laptop and her IBM 
model — along with a back- 
pack to carry them both in — 
and gotten away. 

Senseless act 

Some people break into 
restaurants to empty the cash 
register, but the more offbeat 
prefer to just throw the register 
to the floor. 

Such was the case early in 
the morning of Nov. 21, as a 

Fifth Avenue near Fifth Street. 
He cut the front lock open 
around 5:30 am, cops said, and 
proceeded to angrily push the 
cash register off the counter and 
run off, forgetting to take any- 
thing with him when he left. 

He has a lot to learn about 
being a burglar, apparendy. 

Coin collector 

A man stole some small 
change from the basement of a 
Seventh Avenue business the 
night of Nov. 20 — the prob- 
lem is, that small change 
amounted to more than $1 ,000. 

The business, near 12th 
Street, closed for the night 
around 8 pm. When the owner 
opened again at 9 am, she no- 
ticed that the side basement 
door had been broken into. Af- 
ter taking an inventory, she real- 
ized that assorted rolls of coins, 
totaling $1,200, had been 
stolen. 

Minivan gone 

A family’s minivan, complete 
with a bike rack and two booster 
seats, was stolen from Eighth Av- 
enue after they left it parked in 
the same spot for five days. 

The husband told cops that 
the silver 2005 Honda Odyssey 
had been left near President 


verses & 
reverses 

BY LEON FREILICH 


Leon Freilich, poet laure- 
ate of Park Slope, weighs in 
on the neighborhood's um- 
brella giveaway with "Come 
Back Another Day." 

To fight precipitation follies 
Park Sloper. s now are armed with 
brollies, 

Emergency help from a shower of 

Provided by a rainbow of shops. 
Bright yellow on-the-spot umbrel- 

Are cheerfully lent by merchant 
fellas. 

They're Civic Council members all 
Intent on sounding a bugle call 
To Brooklyn shoppers, urging vo- 
cally 

That they stay dry, and buy locally. 
Delights for every Jill and Jack 
Who are urged, once dry, to give 
them bade 

The brollies, which are free to 

Serve as reminder: Support our 
borough. 
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This hawk is 
full of talk 

M anhattan has “Pale Male,” 
the red-tailed hawk who 
caused a sensation a few 
years ago by becoming the first 
known member of his species to 
nest in a man-made structure, in 
this case, a co-op on Fifth Avenue 
and 74th Street. 

You remember the story. Like a 
latter day Grinch, the hard-hearted 
co-op board president tried to evict 
Pale Male and his partner, Lola, 
leading to a battle of dueling 
celebrities; TV star Mary Tyler 
Moore fought for the hawks’ right 
to nest on the building, while 
“newswoman” Paula Zahn support- 
ed the eviction effort. Country 
singer Steve Earle even wrote a 
song about the controversy. 

It seemed like a classic “only in Manhattan” kind of story. 
But it wasn’t. With decidedly less press coverage, another red- 
tailed hawk has abandoned the trees of his forefathers and 
moved into a man-made structure (see story at right). Unlike 
Pale Male, this hawk has chosen to live not in ultra-rich upper 
Fifth Avenue or ultra-chic downtown Manhattan, but in ultra-hip 
North Brooklyn, namely a light pole at the McCarren Park base- 
ball field. 

What does this mean, if anything? We decided to ask the 
somewhat quirky bird himself. 

Beside the Point: Why Brooklyn? 

Red-toiled Hawk: Have you ever spent any time on the 
Upper East Side — lots of rich, old people, nothing to do. It re- 
minds me more of Riverdale every year. 

BTP: What’s wrong with Downtown? 

Red: A dreary, expensive shopping mall surrounded by fake 
ethnic neighborhoods, 
bogus Bohemia and 
soulless business dis- 
tricts. 

BTP: I thought the 
Upper West Side was 
kind of hip. 

Red: When, in 1978? 
BTP: I see your point, 
but why North Brook- 
lyn? 

Red: It’s a happening 
place full of young 
artists smoking ciga- 
rettes in European-look- 
ing cafes and nightclubs. 

BTP: I don’t think 
those people are artists. 
Red: Really? Where 

d i r: i ney stanea migraung east some time ago, first to East 
Williamsburg, then to Bushwick — by now they are probably in 
Canarsie. Anyway, I thought you were more interested in pigeons. 

Red: I am, but pigeons are pigeons, whether they are on Sut- 
ton Place or Sutton Street. 

BTP: Tell us more about living here. Is there anything else 
you like or don’t like about the area? 

Red: Kickball — I hate kickball. Ditto soccer. Doesn’t any- 
body play baseball on a baseball field anymore? I thought it was 
supposed to be your national pastime. And those loud concerts 
they have in the McCarren pool; the only reason they haven’t 
driven all the rats and mice out of the place is that they are freaked 
out by artificial turf. Speaking of unnatural surfaces, can someone 
explain to me why people would choose to play softball on as- 
phalt, when there are grass fields right across the street? 

BTP: Anything else? 

Red: Yeah, those tall “finger” buildings that are going up every- 
where. You are gliding across Brooklyn’s big sky, when all of a 
sudden — yikes! — you come that close to slamming into a 10- 
story glass tower. Who’s in charge of the zoning around here? 

BTP: You certainly seem to be getting into the spirit of the 
community. I suppose that next you’re going to complain about 
the G train. 

Red: The what? 

Tom Gilbert is a writer and historian living in G reenpoint. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Many recent stories about the “report cards” issued by the 
Department of Education lumped Greenpoint and Williamsburg 
together, burying the good news that Greenpoint has some of the 
highest-rated elementary schools in the city, namely PS 3 1 . PS 
34 and PS 110. ... Music Partners' Winter session will be- 
gin on Wednesday, Nov. 28 at 177 Kent St. There will be three 
classes on Wednesday morning: a 9:30 am class for infants to 14 
months; a 10:30 am class for 15 months to 2-1/2-year-olds; and 
a 1 1 :30 am class for 2-1/2 to 5-year-olds. The classes are limited 
to 12 children each. The program is run by the acclaimed 
Brooklyn-Queens Conservatory of Music. You can’t beat 
the price ($200 for 10 weeks, $130 if you live in the communi- 
ty). For info, e-mail caroline_nasson@hotmail.com. . . . Town 
Square is bringing the Moscow Circus to town on Thursday, 
Jan. 24. They will perform at the Warsaw Club on Driggs Av- 
enue, the first time that the Moscow Circus has ever performed 
in New York City. For info, check out www.townsquareinc.com 
or e-mail info@townsquareinc.com or n(a nd r rnllc.com. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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That’s a Satmar party! 

Thirty-thousand Hasidic Jews will party as only the Hasidim know how to under this enormous white tent in the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park site on Saturday, the largest party the condo-and- greenspace development has hosted yet. The festivities, cele- 
brating the arrival of European Jews to the Unites States after World War II, will begin at 2:30 pm. 


Hawk moves into G’Point 


By Tom Gilbert 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

In a move with grave impli- 
cations for the pigeon commu- 
nity, a Red-tailed hawk ap- 
pears to be shopping for a new 
home in or around North 
Brooklyn’s hip McCarren 
Park. 

“We have seen him several 
mornings a week for a month or 
so,” said Greenpoint resident 
and bird enthusiast Robert 
Petrullo. “He is bringing twigs 
and other nesting material up to 
the top of one of the fight tow- 
ers at the McCarren Park base- 
ball field.” 

Surrounded by grassy fields 
and on the opposite side of the 
park from an artificial turf soc- 
cer field, this would seem like 
an ideal home for a creature 
that survives on a diet of mice, 
pigeons and snakes. 

The Red-tailed hawk (a.k.a. 
Buteo Jamaicensis) has long 
wings, a broad tail, red markings 
and a pale chest with a dark 
band. They average about 18-26 
inches tall with a wingspan of 
45-52 inches. The female is 
slightly laiger than the male; like 
some humans, they are serially 
monogamous and form long- 
standing mating pairs. Their nat- 



You can barely see it, but a red tail hawk has made 
this lightpost. 


ural range extends from sub-arc- 
tic Canada throughout North 
America and into Mexico and 
Central America 

How can locals recognize 
the newcomer? “In the 
courtship display, a pair of Red- 
tailed hawks soars in wide cir- 
cles at a great height,” accord- 
ing to the Cornell Ornithology 
department. “The male dives 
down in a steep drop, then 
shoots up again at nearly as 
steep an angle. He repeats this 
maneuver several times, then 
approaches the female from 
above. He extends his legs and 
touches or grasps her briefly. 
The pair may grab onto one 
other and may interlock their 
talons and spiral toward the 
ground.” 

Our hawk or hawks have yet 
to make tabloid headlines like 
those most-famous hawk lovers 
Pale Male and Lola, who took 
up residence on a swanky Fifth 
Avenue co-op building. The co- 
op board tried unsuccessfully to 
have them evicted in 2004, a 
move that spurred documen- 
taries, rallies, T-shirts and at 
least one kid’s book. 

Could it happen in Green- 
point? Only if the Parks Depart- 
ment gets out its net — a very 
unlikely scenario. 


Exxon a no-show at spill hearing 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

ExxonMobil officials blew off a City 
Council hearing this week on the compa- 
ny’s clean up of Greenpoint’s 30-million- 
gallon underground oil spill — and by do- 
ing so, missed an opportunity to defend 
itself from accusations that it isn’t doing 
all it could to expedite the process. 

The company also missed a chance to re- 
spond to Rep. Nydia Velazquez 
(D-Williamsburg) that it is shirking its envi- 
lonmental responsibilities for cleaning up a 
spill that has caused illness m Grcenpomt 
for generations. 

Exxon was invited to the Monday hear- 
ing, a Council spokesman said. 

At the hearing, Suzanne Mattei, regional 


director for the New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation, also criti- 
cized the energy company for failing to live 
up to its responsibilities. 

Exxon has been sucking up and cleaning 
contaminated ground water from beneath 55 
acres of Greenpoint since 1990. The compa- 
ny says it has already recovered 9.5 million 
gallons of oily product. But Mattei told the 
committee Exxon needs to expand its opera- 
tion to include “soil contamination.” She 
added that her agency filed a lawsuit in con- 
junction with Attorney General Andrew 
Cuomo this summer to compel the company 
to stop dragging its feet. 

Velazquez was sharply critical of Exxon- 
Mobil for ditching the hearing: “Their ab- 
sence today speaks volumes about their lev- 
el of commitment to the well-being of the 


community they chose to work in.” 

The committee also heard from Laura 
Hofmann, a Dupont Street resident who 
claims that her family has suffered severe 
diseases from being exposed to the spill. 

“Our family medical history reads like an 
Area 5 1 report,” Hofmann said. “My moth- 
er is slowly dying from a rare brain lym- 
phoma. My father died in 2005 of another 
rare and devastating disease of the brain. 

“There’s no doubt about it. Oil is not 
good for your health. I’m asking all of you 
to do whatever is in your power to help 
force a swift, thorough cleanup.” 

ExxonMobil announced last month that it 
will shortly apply for a state permit to dig 10 
more wells — which would double the en- 
ergy company’s oil-removal capacity and 
dramaucally speed the cleanup. 
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616 lorimer st. • brooklyn 11211 
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Chanuka is Latkes, 
Candles & Music 
at Union Temple 

FAMILY CHANUKA PARTY 
December 7 at 6:00 p.m. 

Candle lighting, music, pot luck dinner, 
and lots of latkes! 

You bring a dish to share, 
and we supply drinks, latkes, and dessert. 

The fun begins with a family-friendly Shabbat service. 
Just $10 for adults; $5 for kids; kids under 5, free. 

FIRST SUNDAYS Kindergarten Kef 
December 2 from 11 :00 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

A fun-filled Jewish activity group 
for children ages 4 to 5, 
featuring crafts, fun games, stories, and music. 
Held every first Sunday. FREE! 

THIRD SATURDAYS Tot Shabbat 
December 15 from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
Singing, dancing, and a little Hebrew 
for toddlers, preschoolers, 
and their adult guests — 
with song leader Debbie Brukman. 

Every third Saturday. FREE! 
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ROLLING PRESS 

Brochures 

an environmentally-friendly 
boutique print house 

Postcards 
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Magazines 

718 625 6800 T 
718 625 0669 F 
www.rollingpress.com 
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With roomies like these, who needs enemies? 


Two rather poorly matched 
roommates called the cops 
twice in the matter of just two 
days, accusing each other of 
exceptionally bad behavior. 

The roommate story to end all 
roommate stories began on Nov. 
24 at 2:20 am, when a 30-year- 
old Rutledge Street resident be- 
gan banging on his roommate’s 
door, demanding that she turn 
down the music. Rather than kill 
the noise, the 25-year-old 
woman allegedly barged out of 
her room wielding some sort of 
sharp-edged object and lacerated 
her roomie’s right ring finger. 


And so he called the cops, and 
she was arrested. 

When the woman returned to 
her apartment, between Wythe 
and Bedford avenues, the fol- 
lowing evening at 8 pm, she 
discovered that someone had ri- 
fled through her belongings 
while she was in jail. She ended 
up losing $300 in cash, a Treo 
cellphone, an IBM ThinkPad 
laptop, and a Compaq laptop. 

She filed a police report 
against her roommate, police 

Actress robbed 

An actress and late-night 
reveler at a popular Williams- 
burg bar and eatery was robbed 
on Nov. 25 after leaving her 
purse unattended. 

The 25-year-old Screen Ac- 


POLICE BLOTTER 


tiv e AetaAon, la AcuCe 

20 % 

Save 20% on any item throughout the store 
when you present this coupon*. 
Calling all Santas and Santettes, what 
could be jollier than saving on some of the 
season’s coolest gifts, like charm 
jewelry from Heather Moore, decoupage 
from John Derian, accessories and 
furniture from Mitchell Gold+Bob 
Williams, plus lots of Hannukah goodies 
and spectacular ornaments. 


HAYSTACK 
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130 Clinton "Street j 
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tors Guild member was party- 
ing at the Metropolitan Avenue 
drinking establishment, at 
Havemeyer Street, at around 
3:30 am, when she put her 
purse down. When she picked it 
up about 15 minutes later, her 
brown wallet was missing. 

She lost one debit card, two 
credit cards, and her Guild 
membership card. 

No joke 

A hapless victim searching 
for the entrance to a building on 
Ten Eyck Walk got robbed on 
Nov. 21 after two men ap- 
proached him, asked for a ciga- 
rette, and then demanded that 
he empty his pockets. 

“You are joking with me,” 
responded the 41-year-old vic- 


n, who, at 9:15 ai 


i had be 


J 


looking for the door 
building between Humboldt 
Street and Graham Avenue. 

The crooks weren’t kidding 
— which become readily ap- 
parent when one of the guys 
pulled out a black gun and said, 
“If you don’t want problems, 
you better empty your pockets.” 

The victim turned over his 
wallet, the thugs removed $135 
and then gave back the empty 
wallet. Then they took his cell- 
phone and gold watch, too. 

Aw, shoot 

A middle-aged man suppos- 
edly collecting money for his 
sick mother wasn’t satisfied 
when a guy on Meserole Street 
gave him $2 — so he stole an- 
other $182. 

“My mother is sick,” said the 
mugger, who approached his 
22-year-old victim at 7:25 pm 
on Nov. 21, between Leonard 
Street and Manhattan Avenue. 
“I need $26.” 

When the victim offered him 
two bucks, the thug stole his 
wallet and removed the rest of 
the cash. Returning the wallet 
to the victim, the thug warned, 
“Do not say anything. I have a 
weapon, and I do not want to 
shoot you.” Then he fled south 
on Manhattan Avenue. 


Sneaky 

While two roommates were 
working at home on Nov. 21, 
somebody apparently crept into 
their Graham Avenue apartment 
and stole $4,000 worth of elec- 
tronics. 

The two residents of the 
apartment, which is near McK- 
ibbin Street, spent all day, be- 
tween 8:20 am and 5:45 pm, 
working at home, they told 

Apparently, the victims — a 
24-year-old woman and 26- 
year-old man — were working 
so hard that they failed to notice 
that someone had broken into 
their apartment and stolen a 
Toshiba laptop, a Sony Playsta- 
tion 2, an iPod, an iMac, a digi- 
tal camera, a mini-disc recorder, 
and a video iPod. 


Mace attack 

Mace isn’t just for self-de- 
fense any more. Two thugs 
maced an 18-year-old and a 25- 
year-old woman on Nov. 24, 
and then beat them with a base- 
ball bat. 

The 7:20 pm attack, at the 
northeast comer of Manhattan 
Avenue and Seigel Street, 
caused visible braising and 
swelling on the arms of the two 
victims, cops said. Police were 
unable to locate the attackers, a 
man and a woman, who had 
fled into a Manhattan Avenue 
building. 

Mugger nabbed 

Cops nabbed a 16-year-old 
kid for punching a man in the 
face and stealing his money. 

The teenager allegedly sur- 
prised his 33-year-old victim 
from behind and then began 
punching him in the face as he 
was walking at the intersection 
of Roebling Street and the 
Williamsburg Bridge at 9:30 


pm on Nov. 25. 

“Give me your f— ing mon- 
ey,” the mugger demanded, 
prompting the victim to throw 
$70 in cash to the ground. 
When the cops collared the 
mugger, they found the cash on 

More muggers 

Cops also collared two raffi- 

blade, mugged a 29-year-old 
man in broad daylight on Nov 
22. 

“Give me your money,” de- 
manded the two thugs after ap- 
proaching their victim at about 
10:45 am on Grand Street, be- 
tween Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street. 

One attacker then pulled out 
a razor blade, while the other ri- 
fled through the victim’s pock- 
ets, discovering only $28. Cops 
arrested the muggers one block 
away, and discovered on them 
the blade and the money, not to 
mention a small Ziploc bag of 


what appeared to be cocaine. 

Handbag Grab 

A thief broke into a Ran- 
dolph street warehouse, making 
off with 200 women’s hand- 
bags, police said. 

The handbag grab was dis- 
covered on Nov. 24 at 6 pm, 
when a 43-year-old employee 
at the warehouse between 
Stewart and Gardner avenues 
discovered that someone had 
ripped open the side door and 
stolen $3,000 worth of pocket- 
books. 

Headphones up 

A thug repeatedly pounded a 
woman in the face, all so he 
could make off with her $50 
headphones. 

The disproportionately vio- 
lent attack, at 12:05 am on Nov. 
22, took place as the 31-year- 
old woman was at the comer of 
Grand Street and Manhattan 
Avenue. 

After the attack, the thug, 
whose face remained partially 


A winner, finally, at Triple Crown 


By Vinita Singla 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

A controversial Williams- 
burg bar that has ran up thou- 
sands of dollars in fines is 
about to be sold to a new 
owner who is vowing to clean 
up the joint’s act. 

Geoffrey Weber plans to turn 
Triple Crown into a quieter bar 
called the Brooklyn Cafe, ac- 
cording to the soon-to-be-for- 
mer owners and community 
board officials. 

“He promised us he will ran 
a bar that you’ll want to take 
your parents to,” said Mieszho 
Kalita, the chair of Community 
Board l’s public safety com- 

The community board rec- 
ommended that the liquor li- 
cense be extended to Weber, but 
called on him not to play live 
music or have a DJ. 

Board members said Weber 



Geoff Weber, future owner of the bar, Triple Crown, promis- 
es big changes at the troubled night spot. 


has agreed to a long list of re- 
strictions: installing noise in- 
hibitors, providing outdoor ash- 
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trays and offering no happy 
hour promotions or liquor in the 
backyard. Backyard hours will 
be limited, and Weber will only 
be able to play soft background 

“He knows the business. 
He’s nice and accommodating,” 
said Myles Tipley, a current co- 
owner of Triple Crown. 

Tipley and his co-owners put 
the bar up for sale after paying 
around $7,500 in violations that 
included noise and overcrowd- 
ing. They believe they have 
found the best buyer for the 
community, Tipley said. 

But the assurances didn’t sat- 
isfy some of the Triple Crown’s 
neighbors, who’ve tried to get 
the bar, at 108 Bedford Ave., 
shut down ever since it opened 
in August, 2004. 

“We don’t want anyone hav- 
ing a liquor license there,” said 
Frank Nauer, who fives a floor 
above the ground-level bar i 


State Liquor Authority extend- 
ed Triple Crown’s liquor license 
for another three years, a couple 
of months ago. In July, CB 1 
sent a letter to the SLA request- 
ing denial of the license’s re- 

At one point, underage 
trainees from the Police Acade- 
my were served alcohol in a po- 
lice sting operation, Kalita said. 
Tipley said it happened only 
once, just a couple of months 
after the bar opened. “The guy 
had a full beard and he looked 
as old as hell,” said Tipley. 

Amid noise complaints and 
other problems that closed the 
bar for four consecutive Satur- 
days, the owners lost $7,000 to 
$8,000 per week in gross rev- 
enue, said Lindsey Caldwell, 
Tipley’s wife. “We book DJs 
and it’s loud,” she admitted. 

Some neighbors who spoke 
at the meeting said the bar’s 
name may change but feared 
the problems wouldn’t. Kalita, 
though, was hopeful Weber 
would keep his word. 

“I have my belief in Mr. We- 
ber,” said Kalita. 

At least one customer didn’t 
want to see Triple Crown close. 
“It’s kind of sad that the bar is 
closing down. It was a very 
chill spot,” said Ron Croudy, a 
Manhattanite who visited Triple 
Crown whenever m Wrlliams- 
burg. 


covered the whole time, fled. 

The victim, complaining of 
severe pain in her head, was 
taken to Woodhull Hospital. 

Kia taken 

Someone stole a red Kia 
Sephia four-door sedan from 
Grand Street sometime between 
10 pm on Nov. 20 and 8 am the 
next morning. 

The car’s owner, a 35-year- 
old man, had parked the wheels 
between Driggs Avenue and 
Roebling Street. 

Cops are looking for the car, 
with the New York license plate 
ECA-6153. 

Soft parade 

A woman returned to her 
Wrangler station wagon on 
Rodney Street on the morning 
of Nov. 21 to find that someone 
had stolen the driver’s- and pas- 
senger-side doors, not to men- 
tion nearly $1,000 worth of 
stuff from inside. 

The 30-year-old victim had 
parked the car near the comer of 
South Fifth Street at 10 pm on 
Nov. 20. When she returned at 
6:45 am the next day, her car 
doors were missing, as were 
$450 worth of CDs, her prescrip- 
tion eyeglasses, and computer 
software. 

Cops estimated each door 
was worth about $480. 

Map stolen 

A 29-year-old man parked his 
black Chevy Tahoe on Rutledge 
Street for a little more than an 
hour, only to have someone 
break through the rear passenger 
window and steal his satellite- 
guided navigation system. 

The Wallabout Street resi- 
dent parked his car on Rutledge 
Street, between Kent and 
Wythe avenues, at 4:15 am on 
Nov. 21. 

When he returned to his ce 




tr later, he dis- 


covered that someone had bro- 
ken into it, grabbing his $2,500 
navigation system, $500 in 
cash, and his bank card. 

Purses! 

A high school teacher 
learned an important lesson on 
Nov 21 : never leave your purse 
unattended, even at school. 

The 38-year old New Jersey 
resident left her pocketbook in a 
classroom in the Grand Street 
school, between Waterbury 
Street and Bushwick Avenue, at 
5:20 pm, while she went to grab 
a snack. When she returned 20 
minutes later, her purse was still 
there, but the black wallet inside 
was missing. 

She lost her debit card, two 
credit cards, her driver’s li- 
cense, her medical insurance 
card, her Social Security card, 
and her teacher’s license. 


x-story apartment 


the si 
building. 

Nauer and some other resi- 
dents said music blared 20 
hours a day from Triple Crown 
through 16 speakers. The music 
caused the entire building to vi- 
brate and could be heard for 
four blocks, Nauer said. 

“For the last three years, 
Triple Crown has been a gigan- 
tic problem,” said Kalita. 
“There were literally thousands 
of 311 calls about the bar,” he 


Kalita w 


s shocked that the 



JOIN US IN DECEMBER 

Tuesday, December 4, 2007 at 7:00 p.m 
TALKING TALMUD /with Rabbi Potasnik (Coffee and Cake will be served) 
$10 for members $15.00 for non members 


Friday, December 7, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. 

CHANUKAH COMMUNITY SERVICES & DINNER 

$18 for members $22 for non-members 

Wednesday, December 12, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. 

JOURNEY THROUGH JUDAISM /with Rabbi Shriner-Cahn (Class meets monthly) 
$10 for members $15.00 for non members 

Sunday, December 16, 2007 at 10:45 a.m. 

DOMINIC CARTER /Senior Political Reporter for New York 1 
Will talk about his life and his book “No Momma's Boy" (Breakfast will be served) 
$10 for non members 

m 

HOLIDAY BOOK FAIR 

Tuesday, December 4, 2007 from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 5, 2007 from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, December 6, 2007 from 2:00 to 5:30 p.m. 

Saturday, December 8, 2007 from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS FOR SALE 

New York City and other locales available for purchase 
For more information email cmsentertainment@gmail.com. 

Call synagogue office for information on all our events 



Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza West 
(718) 875-9124 
MountSinai250@aol.com 



Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 
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Sliwa to city: 
Elect me! 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 



Matthew Lysiak 


T he lines between politics and 
entertainment are always hard 
to distinguish, but things got a 
whole lot blurrier on Nov. 7, when 
radio host and Guardian Angels 
founder Curtis Sliwa threw his 
beret into the political ring by an- 
nouncing that he is considering a 
run for city public advocate. 

If he wins the 2009 race, Sliwa 
says he will abolish the position. 

“My first day of office would be 
to tell everyone to pack up and go 
to the employment line because 
there is no more public advocate,” 

Sliwa told the Brooklyn Young Re- 
publicans at Peggy O’Neill’s on Fifth Avenue. 

The news that such a high profile name had formally dedicat- 
ed himself to the Republican cause had the crowd cheering as if 
their hair were on fire (then again, what else is Sliwa supposed 
to do, given that he’s about to lose his WABC morning show to 
the “reformed” Don Imus?). 

But more than running for any specific office, Sliwa spoke to 
the mostly middle-aged Young Republicans in a broader context 
of reclaiming the conservatism grassroots base — rooted in a 
philosophy of individualism — a message that many of today’s 
Republicans have shunned. 

But whether Sliwa is a Conservative purist or a self-aggran- 
dizing hack, as his critics allege, isn’t as clear. 

This is the same Sliwa who admitted he had staged publicity 
stunts to get media attention for the Guardian Angels, including 
having his older sister pose as a mugging victim whose purse 
was returned to her by an Angel. 

It is also worth nothing that Sliwa’s Angels, which he found- 
ed in the late 1970s while the Brooklyn Prep HS dropout was 
working as a night 
manager at a Bronx 
McDonald’s, have also 
made the city safer. 

Whatever the case, 
Sliwa’s famed rapid- 
fire speaking style held 
the Youngish Republi- 
cans in thrall. He 
walked back and forth 
with the sort of tense, 
tightly coiled energy 
that suggested a snake 
about to strike. 

Of course, he had to 
know that his red meat 
message of shrinking 
government would be 
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Guardian Angel founder and 
WABC radio host Curtis Sliwa 
spoke to Young Republicans in 
Bay Ridge last month. 


tie bar in Bay Ridge 
and spoke to our 
group like he was 
speaking to the hun- 
dreds of thousands of 
listeners he is accus- 
tomed to speaking 
with every day,” said 
club Vice President 
Britta Vander Linden. 
“We were glad to 
know he was serious 
about getting in- 
volved.” 

Maybe. Maybe not. One bad sign (at least according to this 
free market, school voucher, gold-standard-loving columnist) 
was that the one time Sliwa interrupted his fire and brimstone 
was to plug his upcoming “reality show” about his Guardian 
Angels patrolling New Orleans that is going to be taking the slot 
left open on A&E cable with the demise of “Dog the Bounty 

“They can’t keep me down,” Sliwa told the crowd. 

That might be true, but the months ahead will determine 
whether Sliwa is serious about embedding himself with the Re- 
publican cause or if Bay Ridge is just another stop in his own 
personal reality show. 

Matthew Lysiak is a writer who lives in Bay Ridge. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Fresh from their joint appearance at a rally for Victory 
Memorial Hospital last week, rival pols state Sen. Marty 
Golden and Councilman Vince Gentile dedicated a new 
“multi-purpose room” at McKinley Park School last Thurs- 
day. But don’t necessarily believe that these guys are starting to 
like each other; the dedication at the Seventh Avenue school is 
in memory of two of New York heroes, Police Officer Kevin 
Lee and Firefighter Joseph Graffagnino. . . . The sale of 
Griswold's restaurant, which is located on Third Avenue near 
78th Street, is rumored to be on hold, but unfortunately, it looks 
like the chances of the Sink’s favorite rib shine reopening are 
between slim and none. . . . The Dyker Heights Civic Asso- 
ciation just honored our pal llene Sacco with a luncheon at 
the Bay Ridge Manor. Sacco, a lawyer, got her plaque from 
the group’s current president, our other pal Fran Vella-Mar- 
rone. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



- - 


Firefighters at Engine 284 and Ladder 149 in Dyker Heights are raising money for veteran smoke-eater Bobby Ford (below), 
who was recently diagnosed with cancer. Here, several of Ford's colleagues gather around a photo of their stricken pal (from 
left to right: Steve Gambino, Reno Genovese, John Marchetta and Paul Vasquenz). 

Money for something 


Bravest unite to raise cash 
for cancer-stricken hero 


By Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Firefighters at Engine 284 
and Ladder 149 in Dyker 
Heights are holding a fundrais- 
er for one of their own, sup- 
porting a 17-year vet who came 
down with cancer after volun- 
teering at Ground Zero. 

The money will be raised for 
Bobby Ford and his family at 
the Dec. 1 fundraiser at St. 
Patrick’s Church. 

Ford developed pancreatic 
cancer following his work on 
the mound of debris that was 
once the World Trade Center, 
along with the other horrors he 
has experienced over his long 

His diagnosis in August hit 


Ladder 149 especially hard be- 
cause a week earlier, another 
senior fighter, Ray Alba, died of 
throat cancer. 

“It’s been a rough couple of 
months,” said loseph Lapolla, a 
13-year veteran at Engine 284, 
and worked with Alba and Ford 
at the 79th Street firehouse, 
which is also known as the 
“Castle on the Hill.” 

“We’re doing this to honor 
them,” he said. 

Ford was the senior man at 
Engine 284. He served his 
years as a firefighter and in re- 
cent years became what fire- 
lighters call the chauffeur, driv- 
ing the trucks to emergencies. 
His quick thinking and short 
cuts around Brooklyn saved 



many lives, fellow firefighters 

Ford is currently on sick 
leave from the FDNY, follow- 
ing his extensive treatments 
with chemotherapy. His med- 
ical costs are being paid by the 
city because he did get injured 


in the line of duty. 

But the fundraiser is 
meant to help him and 
his family out during 
the holidays. “We 
want to put his family 
at ease,” said Lapolla, 
who is a good friend 
of Ford’s. “We don’t 
want them worrying 
about gifts or any fi- 
nances for that matter; 

of the way until he 

Fundraiser for Bob- 
by Ford. St. Patrick's 
Church (9511 Fourth 
Ave. between 95th 
and 96th Streets), 7 pm. The 
$30 donation also buys dinner 
and entertainment. To buy tick- 
ets or donate, visit Engine 
284/Ladder 149 (1 161 79th St., 
between 11th and 12th av- 
enues, in Dyker Heights) or call 
(718) 965-8284. 


2 men, in uniform, deliver baby 


By Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Two cops responding to a 
call of a woman in pain 
rushed to her Fifth Avenue 
apartment and got there just in 
time to deliver her baby boy 
on Tuesday morning. 

Officers Vito Viola and 
Lance Sigman, who are as- 
signed to the 68th Precinct in 
Bay Ridge, ran into the building 
at around 1 1 :03 am and found 
Rebecca Encalada-Williams, 
27, in labor. 

“It was frantic, and crazy,” 
said Officer Viola. “But we are 
both fathers and we couldn’t 
experience that with our kids.” 

Nine minutes later, Encala- 
da-Williams was holding her 6- 
pound, 5-ounce baby boy — 
healthy, though bom a full 
month premature, she said. 

Her husband, Shariff Willi- 
ams, got home just minutes af- 
ter the birth. 

It had been a long 24 hours 
for the Williamses. After 
spending a night suffering from 
mini-contractions, Encalada- 



was crowning. Viola and Sig- 
man laid out towels, put on la- 
tex gloves, and helped her push 

“We’re trained in basic life 
saving techniques,” said Viola. 
“But we’re not certified to de- 
liver a baby that’s for sure.” 

That didn’t bother the baby’s 

“They are the best,” Encala- 
da-Williams said about the offi- 
cers. “They brought my son 

The mother is now recover- 
ing in Maimonides Hospital, 
and her baby boy remains in the 
J- pediatric intensive care unit. 
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Harbor Motor Inn 



(off Exit 5 on the Belt Pkwy, 
B6 bus stops In front) 


• Ample parking on premises 

• 24 hour security 

• Easy Taxi Cab Access 

• Food Deliveries 


Harbor Motor Inn 
1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 


NETWORKING PRODUCTIONS GROUP presents 

I^ujind 7rv Sii/Lc- 

IN'-BAY RIDGE 


Community Resource Expo 
and Networking Mixer 

Come mix and mingle with local business, 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 6 - 8PM 

Best Western Gregory 

8315 Fourth Avenue ■ Brooklyn ■ New York 

Guest Speaker - Joyce Shafer - Local Author 

"I don 't want to be your guru, but I have something to say. " 

$15 per person 

Continental Buffet * Half Price Drinks (manager's special) 
Make checks payable to: Networking Productions Group 
Mail to: Ruth M. Berg, 9303 Shore Road, 2H, Brooklyn 1 1209 

RSVP (718) 238-8493 

SPONSORS: Best Western Gregory Hotel, The Brooklyn Paper, Primerica 


LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF 
HILL-BURTON CHARITY CARE SERVICES 

Lutheran Medical Center, 150 55th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY will make available from January 
1, 2008 to December 31, 2008, uncompensated 
services to all eligible persons unable to pay who 
request those services. All hospital services of 
the medical center will be available on a first re- 
quest basis to eligible persons until the medical 
center's annual compliance level is met. Eligibil- 
ity for free care will be limited to persons whose 
family income is not more than double the cur- 
rent poverty income guidelines established by 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices. We invite interested parties to comment 
on this allocation plan. This Notice is published 
in accordance with 42 CFR 124.504, Notice of 
Availability and Uncompensated Services and 
will be effective January 1, 2008. 


BrooklynPaper.com 

BROOKLYN'S BEST NEWS WEB SITE 
To advertise, call (718) 834-9350 


Oh, baby! Officers Lance Sigman (left) and Vito Viola flank 
new mom Rebecca Encalada-Williams, whose baby was de- 
livered by the fast-thinking gumshoes on Monday. 


Williams went to Methodist 
Hospital convinced she was in 
labor. But the hospital sent her 
home, saying that she was not, 
in fact, about to give birth. 

But that situation changed 


dramatically by the next morn- 
ing, when her pain and contrac- 
tions convinced her that this 
was the time. She called 911. 

When the officers arrived, 
they saw that the baby’s head 



MODERN MOVE-IN CONDITION, PREWIRED OFFICE SPACE IN DUMBO 


Affordable $20 — $25 psf rents. 

Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants 


Space Available 

Caroline Thebaud 718.222.2505 
Louise Ehrmann 718.222.2506 
Two Trees www.dumbo-newyork.com 


21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY 

• 13' CEILINGS 
PLENTIFUL PARKING 
SOME WITH WATER VIEWS 

• 6' WINDOWS 

GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
FOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE PROVIDERS 
PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE 


^seventh a vef 1 

Nraming 


374 7th Avenue 

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts) 

718-832-0655 


♦ Custom Framing 

♦ Ready-Made Frames i 
9 Posters 6 Prints 

♦ Friendly Service 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 

have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 

less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 

on ABC & Fox News 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 





*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
*with a puchase of MDI 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718 - 833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 
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From smut to Santa on school street 



After an outcry from parents at two Bay Ridge schools, the owner of Mr. Video changed his 
advertising campaign from porn ... 


By Joe Jordan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Not on my kid’s school’s block! 

That’s what local parents were saying about a huge adult video 
advertisement that was plastered on a storefront just a few doors up 
from two Bay Ridge elementary schools. 

But its removal this week was seen by some as a welcome, 
though bittersweet, victory. 

Ovington Avenue’s Mr. Video, located on the same street as IS 30 
and the Lutheran Elementary School, had employed a giant pink 
neon poster to advertise its $1.99 skin flicks. To stay afloat against 
competition from on-demand cable and satellite TV programming, 
some smaller shops have resorted to include adult-themed content. 

Yet such hard-time stories don’t impress local residents in the rel- 
atively conservative community. 

“I don’t think they should have a sign in the window like that,” 
said IS 30 mom, Joan Roinestad. 

Carlo Scissura, president of the Community Education Council 
District 20, agreed. “It’s not appropriate for children.” 

Repeated attempts by The Brooklyn Paper to contact the store’s 
owner were frustrated by employees, who claimed they did not even 
know his name. 

But an inquiry into the matter by the 68th Precinct finally led the 
owner to clean up his act, and the next day the sign was down, re- 
placed with ads for more family oriented holiday films. 

Still, some wonder if its removal is enough. 

Lorraine Tuccillo, principal of Lutheran Elementary School, said 
she “[wishes] there were no video stores that rented the type of 
videos they do.” 

“But what the children have access to online is even more of a 
concern,” she added. 



Thief makes a $170,000 score on 23rd Ave. 


By Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


62nd Precinct 


Thieves stole a safe containing 
$170,000, plus some jewelry, 
from a 23rd Avenue apartment on 
Nov. 25. 

The 48-year-old resident re- 
turned to the apartment, which is 
near 62nd Street, at around 11 
am, following a weekend away 
for the holiday. The perps had 
busted through a rear bedroom 
window, swiping a safe that she 
said contained the cash, along 
with some priceless family jewel- 
ry, police said. 


Unfortunately, none of her 
neighbors saw or heard the 
break-in, giving the thugs some- 
thing to be thankful for. 

Donut debacle 

A popular 18th Avenue donut 
and coffee chain was robbed 
overnight after thieves busted 
through a rear door on Nov. 24. 

The thieves entered the eatery, 
which is near 63rd Street, at 
around midnight, damaging the 
lock before swiping $1,700, po- 
lice said. 

The thugs left the donuts, took 
the cash, and fled through the 
back door. 

Teen rolled 

Two thugs shoved and mugged 


a teenager as she was walking on 
71st Street on Nov. 23. 

The 17-year-old was near 17th 
Avenue at around 5 pm when the 
tag team rushed her from behind, 
pushed her against a parked car, 
and swiped her purse, which con- 
tained $170 and her cellphone, 
police said. 

Both thugs fled, running to- 
wards New Utrecht Avenue, and 
left their victim on the ground. 

Black Friday 

A woman’s Mazda Miata was 
stolen from a Bay Parkway park- 
ing lot during the busiest shop- 
ping day of the year. 

After doing her shopping on 
Nov. 23, the 48-year-old car own- 


er returned to the lot, near 
Crospey Avenue, at around 4:30 
pm, to discover that the gray 
2004 coupe was gone, police 

Cops said they are looking for 
the car, which has the plate num- 
ber EAH5832. Anyone with in- 
formation is asked to call the 
62nd Precinct at (718) 236-2611. 

Bodega Burglars 

Thieves broke into an 86th 
Street grocery store, robbing it of 
cigarettes and lottery tickets on 
Nov. 23. 

The perps entered the bodega, 
is near 17th Avenue, at around 11 
pm. Once inside, they swiped an 
unknown amount of cigarettes 


and lottery tickets and fled 
through the front door, police 

Oddly, they left the cash be- 
hind. 

Thief caught 

A drunken perp grasping an 
open bottle of booze was caught 
red-handed as he tried to rob a 
Bay Parkway electronics store on 
Nov. 23, police said. 

The perp was in the store, 
which is near Cropsey Avenue, at 
around 6:30 am, when he at- 
tempted to run out with the stolen 
electronics. The thug was stopped 
at the door by security, and was 
later taken into custody by police. 

The sticky fingered 21 -year- 


old was trying to take full advan- 
tage of “Black Friday” sales. 

Meter mania 

A block’s worth of parking me- 
ters on Avenue U was dislodged by 
a group of thugs on Nov. 19. 

The area, which is near West 
Fifth Street, had numerous park- 
ing meters stolen by the unknown 
perps overnight. A Department of 
Transportation attendant discov- 
ered the missing meters the follow- 
ing day around 3 pm, police said. 


68th Precinct 


The 68th Precinct declined to 
make its information available 


Suit demands: Keep Victory open! 


By Loren Bonner 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Three lawmakers have sued 
the state to demand that it keep 
the emergency room at Victory 
Memorial Hospital open, even 
if the rest of the medical center 
is forced to close down. 

State Sen. Marty Golden 
(R-Bay Ridge), Rep. Vito Fos- 


sella (R-Bay Ridge) and Coun- 
cilman Vincent Gentile (D-Bay 
Ridge) put aside partisan bick- 
ering on Tuesday to file a law- 
suit against the Department of 
Health that seeks to reverse a 
state decision to close the finan- 
cially strapped hospital. 

“We have no other choice 
but to pursue legal action to 
force the state to do the right 



thing for our community,” said 
Fossella. 

The decision comes after the 
state rejected plans for SUNY 
Downstate Medical Center to 
take over emergency care serv- 
ices at the hospital, which has 
already started laying off work- 
ers in advance of an expected 
Feb. 1 closing date. 

Fossella said that state offi- 


cials are more interested in 
closing the hospital than allow- 
ing a responsible party to con- 
tinue providing services. 

The 243-bed Victory Memo- 
rial is one of the nine New York 
State hospitals that were recom- 
mended for closure earlier this 
year by the Berger Commis- 
sion, which cited the hospital’s 
Nov. 2006 bankruptcy filing 


68 Crime down 


Our friends at the 68th Precinct did not give us access 
to this week's police blotter, so we thought we'd use the 
space to provide a snapshot on how the precinct is do- 
ing on crime so far this year. Overall, crime in the seven 
main categories is down 13.75 percent, with double-dig- 
it decreases in rape, burglary, grand larceny and car 
theft. All statistics below cover the period from Jan. 1 
through Nov. 25. Source: NYPD 

CATEGORY 

2007 

2006 

% chg 

MURDER 

3 

2 

50 

RAPE 

7 

8 

-12.5 

ROBBERY 

110 

117 

-5.9 

ASSAULT 

110 

119 

-7.5 

BURGLARY 

276 

322 

-14.2 

GRAND LARCENY 

392 

454 

-13.6 

CAR THEFT 

181 

229 

-20.9 


and “severe financial trouble” 
as the main reason for the need 
for closure. 

“Short-term cash infusions 
will not adequately ameliorate 
the facility’s financial prob- 
lems,” the report said, adding 
that the hospital had received 


$8 million in grants and part- 
nership money just one year be- 
fore the bankruptcy filing, and 
that “its reported medical/surgi- 
cal volume has steadily and 
sharply declined. ... Victory 
can close as an inpatient facility 
See VICTORY on page 8 


^ Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 


Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 




KINGS PLAZA . LOWER LEVEL • 718-253-6236 
DIAMONDS 14KT-18KT/WATCHES • EXPERT REPAIRS 
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SENATOR MARTY OOLDEINI 
INVITES YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 
TO «JGIN WITH YOUR 
NEIGHBORS AT VERY 
MAOIOAL OHRISTMAS TREE 
LIGHTING EVENTS 





Tuesday, December 4, at 6:30 p.m. 

Lady Moody Square 
(Van Sicklen and Avenue U) 

Thursday, December 6, at 6:30 p.m. 

Fort Hamilton Memorial Park 
(95th Street and 4th Avenue) 


Wednesday, December 12, at 6:30 p.m. 

McKinley Park 

' ] 0 l (Fort Hamilton Parkway and 

Bay Ridge Parkway) 


Join in singing Christmas carols 
with a special visit from Santa 
Clause. Hot chocolate will be 
served. Donations of new, un- 
wrapped toys, will be accepted 
to support the "Toys for Tots" 
campaign and also at either of 
Senator Golden's offices located 
at 7403-5th Avenue or 
3610 Quentin Road. 



For more information, please contact Senator Marty Golden's 
office at (718) 238-6044 or (718) 627-3659 


TUe Wei qUf 
is Over. 

Medical Cenfer 
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The LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER Surgical Weight Loss Institute Is 

proud to be the only weight loss center in Brooklyn named a Bariatric 
Surgery Center of Excellence by the American Society for Bariatric 
Surgery, while also holding a Level I Accreditation from the American 
College of Surgeons. 

For some, the lifelong commitment to good health starts with bariatric 
weight loss surgery. Lutheran Medical Center Surgical Weight Loss 
Institute takes a unique approach to treating serious obesity-related 
conditions — lifestyle support. We stand beside our patients all 
the way with: 

• Psychological counseling 

• Dedicated nutritionists and dietitians 

• Personalized exercise regimens 

• Aftercare psychotherapy group sessions 

Lifestyle support and the best weight loss surgical techniques available 
anywhere — you deserve it. And now, Brooklyn has it. 

T o find out if you’re a candidate for weight loss surgery or one of our 
lifestyle support programs, please call 1-718-630-RXRX (7979). 




Lutheran Medical Center Surgical Solutions 

Surgical Weight Loss Institute „ Lifestyle Support 


150 55th Street, Brooklyn, New 
1-718-630-RXRX (7979) 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.c 
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Recchia smeared 


By Joe Jordan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Somebody doesn’t like 
Councilman Domenic Recchia 
— and has taken it upon him- 
self to “go negative” against the 
Bensonhurst Democrat even 
before it’s clear what higher of- 
fice he’s seeking. 

Last week, someone re-dis- 
tributed an unsigned “Commu- 
nity Report Card” that gives 
Reccia F’s on “stopping over- 
development,” “creating afford- 
able housing,” for “wanting to 
convert Asser Levy Park into an 
amphitheater,” “neighborhood 
cleanliness” and “creating jobs 
in Coney Island.” 

His only A’s were for “giving 
himself a $12,650 raise” and re- 
ceiving a 2006 NY Daily News 
“Knucklehead Award” for justi- 
fying the raise by “declaring he 
slaved full time for his con- 
stituents,” despite earning 
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$250,000 from his law firm. 

For his part, Recchia said he 
stands by his record of funding 
parks in his district and creating 
affordable housing in Coney Is- 
land. He said the mysterious re- 
port card first appeared a few 
months ago — then quickly 
dismissed it as having “no cred- 
ibility whatsoever.” 

The issues addressed by the 
card seem to focus on Coney 
Island, which falls in Recchia’s 
district, and may have been 
connected to his defense of 
Thor Equities’ proposed $1.5- 
billion, Las Vegas-style theme 

The return of the flyer may 
be an early salvo against Rec- 
chia’s apparent plans to take on 
Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay 
Ridge) next year, or perhaps 
run for borough president in 
2009. 

Recchia, who would face 
Democratic primaries for either 



seat, has not said which seat he 


“People are afraid that I could 
be very successful and they are 
trying to discredit me,” Recchia 
told The Brooklyn Paper. 


VICTORY... 


Continued from page 4 

without disruption to access to 

Despite the harsh prognosis, 
Victory backers fought on. The 
Downstate plan was billed as a 
new way to save Victory — or 
at least keep its ER going. 

Golden (pictured on page 3 
with his colleagues at Tues- 
day’s announcement of the law- 
suit) called the rejection of the 
proposal irresponsible and dan- 


Correction 

A prior story referred inac- 
curately to the Department of 
Transportation’s analysis of 
enhancements to ferry service 
in Brooklyn (“DOT considers 
Ridge ferry,” Oct. 27). The 
agency is not studying 
enhanced ferry service to Bay 
Ridge at this time, but rather 
studying more boat service to 
Williamsburg. An agency 
spokesman said that the city 
had not ruled out a second 
Bay Ridge ferry route, but 
that the city is first consider- 
ing improving water-borne 
transit between Williamsburg 
and Manhattan. The Brooklyn 
Paper regrets the error. 


gerous. “Failure to approve an 
emergency room for this loca- 
tion will put the health and safe- 
ty of all citizens at great risk,” 
he said. 

Victory Memorial Hospital 
logs about 17,000 emergency 
visits annually. Without the 
emergency room, patients will 
be distributed among three 
neighboring, but overburdened, 
hospitals: Lutheran Medical 
Center in Sunset Park, Mai- 
monides Medical Center in 
Borough Park and Coney Is- 
land Hospital. 

Gentile called the state’s de- 
cision to close Victory wrong- 
headed because critical minutes 
could be lost in emergency situ- 
ations with longer trips to these 
hospitals. 

“This legal maneuver is our 
effort to breathe life back into 
ER services at the hospital,” he 
said. 

State Department of Health 
spokeswoman Clauda Hutton 
said, “We realize feelings are 
running high in the community, 
but all we are doing is imple- 
menting the Berger Commis- 
sion [recommendations].” 

She added that the “SUNY 
Downstate proposal was reject- 
ed because it did not comply 
with Betger.” 



Tower with power 

The famous four-faced clock atop the Williamsburgh Savings 
Bank tower in Fort Greene — for now, at least, the tallest build- 
ing in Brooklyn — glowed for the first time since August, 2006, 
during a brief test of the timepiece's restored lighting system. 
The four-faced liar, however, is still awaiting repairs. 



don't move firewood! 


The U.S. Department of Agriculture s (USDA) Asian Longhorned 
Beetle Cooperative Eradication Program reports that moving 
firewood can spread tree-killing invasive diseases and insect pests 
like the Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) . Already, the ALB is 
responsible for the loss of more than 42,000 trees in New York, 
New Jersey, and Illinois. 

Stop the Beetle! Buy and use firewood locally. 

Don't transport it. 


And remember, officials survey trees for (signs of beetle 
infestation year round and may be in yourVrea. For answers 1 
concerning surveys, wood movement, or suspected, signs 
of beetle infestation, call the Asian Longhorned Beetle 
Cooperative Eradication Program. 

In New York, call 1-877-STOP-ALB or 1-866-265-0301. 

In New Jersey and on Staten Island, call 1— 732— 815— 4700. 
Log onto http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ALB. 



I IQITA United States 
LTidA Department of 
Agriculture 


The Asian Longhorned Beetle Cooperative Eradication Program is comprised of the 
USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and Forest Service, joined in 
New York by the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation, and the New York City Department 
of Parks and Becreation. The USDA agencies are joined in New Jersey by the New 
Jersey Department of Agriculture, the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection, and the City of Linden. 
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New York is big on business. 
We're building to keep it that way. 

NEW YORK KEEPS GROWING. More businesses. More employees. More offices, computers, PDAs and cell phones. 
That means more energy. Con Edison is growing, too. We’re investing $7.5 billion over the next five years in new substations, 
transformers, more than 1 1 ,000 miles of new cable and other improvements. So power is there when you want it, now and 
in the future. Learn more at www.conEd.com. You’ll also find tips on how to save energy and help the environment. And 
remember to report electric service problems to us online or by calling 1-800-75-CONED. 

((= conEdison I ON IT 
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It’s Hard Enough Getting 
by in New York 

Don’t Let It Get Harder 



Brooklyn resident Christine Zygnerski 
takes pride in her job cleaning a 
prominent Manhattan office building 
valued at $900 million. 

She supports herself and her elderly 
mother on less than $600 a week. That’s 
not enough to cover her bills. 

Like many of our city’s 26,000 hard- 
working commercial cleaners, Christine 
struggles to make ends meet. 

It doesn’t have to be this way. 

With $20 billion in annual revenue, the 
real estate industry can afford to give 
Christine and her co-workers the raise 
they need and deserve. 


32BJ United to Make Work Pay 


Commerical Contract 2007 

SEIU 32BJ - 101 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10013 


32BJ 

SEIU 


Stronger Together 
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Rabbi Shimon Hecht invites you to join 

Join Mr. Met and the Sports Commissioner, along with other dignitaries, 
at the lighting of the Largest Public Menorah in Brooklyn. 

Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 6 pm 


mmmmMA 




" J > 




'Ji S3U 


in Brooklyn at Grand Army Plaza 


Tues., Dec. 4 - Tues. Dec. 1 1 at 6 pm 
Fri., Dec. 7 at 3:30 pm 
Sat., Dec. 8 at 7 pm 

For more information call: 

(718) 965-9836 

www.ChabadBrownstoneBrooklyn.com 


Sponsored by: 
Chabad of Brownstone Brooklyn 
Serving Park Slope, Prospect Heights, 
and Windsor Terrace 

A division of National Committee for 
Furtherance of Jewish Education 


Each Evening: Hot Latkes, Live Music, Free Gifts for Kids. 

Also Lighting: US Senator Chuck Schumer, Borough President Marty Markowitz, 
NY State Lt. Governor, Mr. Greg Bell and The "Shabbos Goy." 


CHANUKAH 


BROOKLYN 


IN 


Park Slope 

SATURDAY, DEC. 8 AT 7:30 PM 
A Grand Family Chanukah Event 

Bruce Parness and Band-live music Amazing Basketball Show-watch a 
professional basketball player with his stunning dribbling, shooting and 
magical moves, A SHOW YOU DON'T WANT TO MISS! Children's carnival 
with prizes. Hot latkes, food concession, cotton candy, arts and crafts 
and more. $5 admission All events take place at 
401 Congregation B'nai Jacob, 401 9th St. (between 6th & 7th Aves.) 

TUESDAY, DEC. 11 AT 4:45 PM 
Children's Chanukah Entertainer 

The famous BOBBY DOO RAH! An interactive musical show serving light 
refreshments, gifts for the children and hot latkes. $5 admission. 


Prospect Heights 

FRIDAY, DEC. 7 AT 5:30 PM 
Chanukah/Shabbat Dinner 

All are welcome- Free of Charge. Delicious homemade traditional 
meal with great holiday spirit. 

Must make reservations to Rabbi Mendy & Tali @ 347-622-3599 
or email chabadph@aol.com 

SUNDAY, DEC. 9 AT 3:30 - 5:30 PM 

Chanukah Family Fun. Arts and crafts, face painting, donut making, 
stories, games, dreidel playing and delicious hot latkes!. 

Free of Charge. RSVP at chabadph@aol.com 
All events take place at 
569 Vanderbilt Avenue (off St. Mark's Ave) 

Chabad of Prospect Heights 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Another backroom deal 


A t first blush, we have no reason to object to 
Bruce Ratner’s apparent plan to build the 
city’s tallest residential tower — a 1,000- 
foot-tall, glass-walled skyscraper at the comer of 
Tillary and Jay streets. 

Thanks to a 2004 upzoning of Downtown 
Brooklyn, the sky is literally the limit for such 
Manhattan-style buildings — and unlike Ratner’s 
completely out-of-scale skyscraper park at At- 
lantic Yards in the low-rise Prospect Heights 
neighborhood, we have always said that Down- 
town is the place for high-rise growth (with prop- 
er planning, of course). 

And Ratner’s design for his tower — which 
was splashed all over the city’s tabloids this 
week — was crafted by Renzo Piano, the same 
bona-fide starchitect whose recently built New 
York Times tower near Times Square is earning 

So why are we already concerned about Rat- 
ner’s latest project? Let us count the ways: 

• For two years, Ratner and his government 
partners — in this case, the City University of 
New York, which owns the land on which Ratner 


would be hired to build a new classroom build- 
ing and then construct his own skyscraper — 
have flatly refused to reveal the nature of their 
deal. 

• CUNY will not even give out its initial “re- 
quest for proposals,” a key document that re- 
veals what the university sought from develop- 
ers — and what it was willing to pay the 
winning bidder — at the City Tech site. Such 
RFPs are public documents — indeed, making 
them public is exactly how developers and other 
stakeholders can submit competitive bids. Keep- 
ing RFPs secret makes a mockery of the bidding 
process. 

• CUNY won’t say how many bids it received 
last year or how it came to select Ratner as the 
winning bidder. And the university won’t let the 
public know what is in Ratner’s bid that made 
his better than others — an inexcusable lack of 
transparency from a public institution that pre- 
vents the public itself from knowing if officials 
are acting in its best interests. 

• Ratner’s people aren’t talking, either — 
more secrecy from a developer who has made 


his living by partnering with public entities on 
projects, like Atlantic Yards and Metrotech, that 
are approved outside the normal and rigorous 
city land-use review process. 

All developers make promises, and some of 
them fall short some of the time. But Ratner has 
fallen short most of the time, and has been paid 
handsomely for each insult. From the govern- 
ment-subsidized sterility of his fortress-like 
Metrotech (with its unused retail spaces and 
poor job-creation numbers), to the government 
bailout at Ratner’s pathetic Atlantic Center 
Mall, to the ever-rising taxpayer subsidy that 
underwrites his shell game at Atlantic Yards, 
there has been no accountability. Government 
keeps on partnering with Ratner — not only on 
the projects, but on the clandestine planning 
process, too. 

There are already many cheerleaders for Rat- 
ner’s City Tech tower. But until public officials 
answer reasonable questions about this back- 
room deal, and show us that the public, and not 
only Bruce Ratner, will benefit generously from 
this project, we will remain skeptical. 



LETTERS 


Readers say it’s OK to tear down Admirals Row 


To the editor, 

I live in the Ingersoll Houses, near the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard, and take exception to 
the statements made by the writer of the Nov. 
17 article, “This ‘Admiral’ is demoted.” 

Saving historic homes may be significant 
to some people, but to the people who live in 
a neighborhood that doesn’t have easy access 
to fresh fruits and vegetables, it is of much 
less importance. We are concerned for the 
health of our families, and the lack of avail- 
ability of fresh produce is a critical issue. 

For many years, the Navy Yard has been 
trying to build a supermarket that will make 
fresh produce available to the community. 
This is exactly what the community needs — 
not the restoration of old historic buildings 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn Paper, 

55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
By fax: (718) 834-9278. 


All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 



Letters may be edited and will not be 
returned. The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


that will be of little use and create virtually 
no jobs for the people living in the Housing 
Authority developments near the Navy Yard. 

As a suggestion, maybe a story on the 
good things the Navy Yard has done for the 
community should be written. 

Ed Brown, Fort Greene 
The writer is the president of the Ingersoll 


To the editor, 

I, too, have admired the fractured facades 
of the Admirals Row, but was surprised by 
the tone of Dana Rubinstein’s article, which 
seemed to ignore two essential points. First, 
as mentioned in the article, these buildings 
were abandoned in the 1970s and were not 
maintained, hence their present condition. 
Second, and more important, is the implica- 
tion that there are already an abundance of 
tomatoes for purchase by the residents of the 
Farragut, Whitman, and Ingersoll houses. 
I’ve been working in the area for more than 
three years, and it ain’t no farmer’s market. 

Historical preservation is important, and 
there are still so many New York structures 
in more salvageable condition that need our 
attention. As enraged as I often am by in- 
sensitive development, I don’t believe it to 
be the case here. Accusations about razing 
Brooklyn’s history should be somewhat 
tempered by the announcement about of the 


creation of the historical center in the Com- 
mandant’s House, which is being done in 
partnership with community groups and hu- 
manities institutions and should provide, for 
the first time, easy access to the Navy 
Yard’s illustrious past. 

I wish people had rallied earlier to save 
these buildings before they reached their pres- 
ent state of decrepitude, but continuing the de- 
bate over Admirals Row strikes me as a little 
classist as it suggests that only major refur- 
bishment of these mansions will best serve 
the needs of the community. Which commu- 
nity? Who benefits most and how soon? 

The focus on the Row’s restoration 
seems to eclipse present and essential needs 
of its living neighbors who might prefer 
having access to fresh produce within walk- 
ing distance from their homes. You don’t 
have to be Jane Jacobs to know that the vi- 
tality of a community relies on amenities 
like a decent grocery store, having a place to 
work, and a nice place to hang out. 

It seems to me that the Navy Yard de- 
serves credit for bringing in some of these 
essentials. Pamela Talese, Fort Greene 

Brewing up help 

To the editor, 

My heart goes out to the Hindy family 
(“Brewer wants safer streets after son’s 


death,” Nov. 24), which will now undertake 
a long, hard journey. I applaud Steve 
Hindy’s clearsightedness at this time of 
great pain in asking people to support 
Transportation Alternatives and its efforts to 
make biking safe. 

I know this first hand. After the tragic cy- 
cling death of my husband, Dr. Carl Henry 
Nacht, in June, 2006, 1 started working with 
Transportation Alternatives and that work 
has contributed in a most meaningful way 
to my own healing from this terrible loss 
and trauma (I was riding with my husband 
at the time of his being hit by a truck). 

Knowing that I am making a contribu- 
tion to changing the city’s mindset and im- 
proving its infrastructure for cycling has 
truly helped my children and me. 

Mary Beth Kelly, Manhattan 

Mailer was a hero 

To the editor, 

Your story about the death of Norman 
Mailer (“Heights resident Norman Mailer, 
84,” Nov. 17) was an amazing trip down 
memory lane. 

In 1969, mayoral candidate Mailer was 
ahead of his time by calling for New York 
City to become the 51st State. Big Apple 
residents would have been better off finan- 
cially. Tax dollars sent to Albany would 


have stayed here. Two New York City sen- 
ators in Washington could have fought for 
a bigger share of federal assistance. 

Larry Penner, Great Neck, NY 

What the f?! 

To the editor, 

I am getting more and more disappoint- 
ed in your judgment and actions (“Fix for 
Fourth Avenue station looks F’in great,” 
Nov. 24). 

The word “F’in” can be one of two 
words, one worse than the other. If that’s 
how you think you’re going to get reader- 
ship, then good luck to you. 

But I will not be picking up your paper 
any more. You enjoy it. 

Callie Bergeris, Larchmont, NY 

Gersh is great 

To the editor, 

I have been a fan of your editor, Gersh 
Kuntzman, since he used to write columns 
in Newsweek, so I am so happy to redis- 
cover his pieces in The Brooklyn Paper. As 
a law student, I really should be reading 
property law, but Kuntzman’s pieces are 
more interesting. 

Can I just say that he’s the funniest 


writer in the world? Well, I just said it. I 
have often used his jokes with hot girls 
here, and they’ve always worked! 

PS: I just wanted to add here that while 
regurgitating Kuntzman’s jokes elicits 
laughter, the girls tend to end up going home 
with chaps other than my marvelous self. 
Any tips for this ardent acolyte? 

Kaps Komireddi, London, England 
Editor's note: Tips ? About women ? From Gersh 
Kuntzman? You have got to be bidding! 



I will transform technology into opportunity. 

I am a PolyThinker. 


35 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 


ONE DAY 



Join us for a graduate information session! 
Thursday, December 6th, 6 - 8 p.m. 


Brooklyn MetroTech Campus 

Six MetroTech Center • Brooklyn, NY 11201 


$0 INITIATION 
ONLY $85 PER MONTH 


FOR A 10V2 MONTH MEMBERSHIP 


► biological & chemical science 

* computer science 

* engineering 

* finance & risk engineering 

► management 

► tech writing & digital media 


Please RSVP 

phone: 1-800-polytech 
e-mail: gradinfo@poly.edu 
online: www.poly.edu/graduate 



EASTERN ATHLETIC 


polytechnic 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2ND, 12-7PM 

PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY AT GRAND ARMY PLAZA 718 789-4600 
TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET BETWEEN BROADWAY & CHURCH 212 966-5432 


discover the power of polythinking" 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 3RD, 12-9PM 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET BETWEEN HENRY 8> HICKS 718 625-0500 
METROTECH 333 ADAMS STREET AT THE MARRIOTT HOTEL 718 330-0007 


^MEMBERSHIP FEI 


IIS INTRODUCTORY OF 
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JEWELS BY SATNICK'S 

~Hclibay 



187 STATE STREET 

(Between Court and Boerum St.) 

up, .75% OFF 

Suggested Retail Price 

ON ALL 14KT. GOLD, DIAMONDS, SILVER 
JEWELRY, WATCHES AND GIFTWARE 

Store Hours: M-F 10 am to 6:30 pm, 

Saturday 11am to 5pm 

* Open Sundays from 12 to 5pm* 
mm 718-852-1421 Mlffi 
Brooklyn 's Most Trusted Jeweler!!! 


Trade in your Old Jewelry for Something New!!! 
WE BUY OLD GOLD • DIAMONDS • WATCHES 




FREE PICK-UP & PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY 

to Dumbo / Brooklyn Heights / Cobble Hill / Carroll Gardens 





1 

La 

A 


Complete Home Health Care 
I |-irlnr an d beauty Aid Spedalists 

Tn-IFPARV^ 


mmmm 


JAY STREET • DUMBO • BROOKLYN • 718-246-4100 • OPEN 7 DAYS 


Navy Yard to create 
a full-fledged media 
‘campus’ at Steiner 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 



A Universal Studios-like film and 
TV complex will rise on the East 
River, turning the industrial Brooklyn 
Navy Yard into a Tinseltown East un- 
der a new city proposal. 

The administration wants to build a 
film, TV, entertainment and non-profit 
“media campus” in the middle of the 
old shipyard, to be anchored by the 
fast-growing Steiner Studios, where 

such movies as “American Gangster” Steiner Studio foun- component, 
and “Factory Girl” have been partly der David Steiner. “We see this development as mark- 


grounds echoing Universal Studios and 
other major lots in Los Angeles. 

“The distinctive site is large enough 
to accommodate a Hollywood-style 
back-lot, as well as a series of other 
media and entertainment related uses,” 
added Kimball. 

The Navy Yard and Steiner Studios 
issued a request for expressions of in- 
. terest last week, specifically targeting 
« writers, producers, and those interested 
i in building post-production facilities 
s ’ kind of graduate-school 


“The bucolic, suburban-like setting . . . offers a 
production environment radically different from 
that which is available in New York City today,” 
said Andrew Kimball, the president of the Brook- 
lyn Navy Yard Development Corporation, which 
oversees the government-owned yard. 

The 20 acres in question include buildings pre- 
served from the Civil War and both World Wars, 
winding drives, expansive fields and park-like 


major lots in Los Angeles,” said Douglas Steiner, 
chairman of Steiner Studios. 

This is one in a series of expansion Steiner has 
initiated since opening shop in the Navy Yard in 
2004. Steiner is currently renovating a 289,000- 
square-foot, seven-story tower at 25 Washington 

Responses to the RFEI are due in early 2008. 




Tower with power 

The famous four-faced clock atop the Williamsburgh Savings 
Bank tower in Fort Greene — for now, at least, the tallest build- 
ing in Brooklyn — glowed for the first time since August, 2006, 
during a brief test of the timepiece's restored lighting system. 
The four-faced liar, however, is still awaiting repairs. 
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don't move firewood! 


The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Asian Longhorned 
Beetle Cooperative Eradication Program reports that moving 
firewood can spread tree-killing invasive diseases and insect pests 
like the Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) . Already, the ALB is 
responsible for the loss of more than 42,000 trees in New York, 
New Jersey, and Illinois. 

Stop the Beetle! Buy and use firewood locally. 

Don't transport it. 

And remember, officials survey trees for^signs of beetle 
infestation year 'round and may be in yourYrea. For answers 
concerning surveys, wood movement, or suspected, signs 
of beetle infestation, call the Asian Longhorned Beetle 
Cooperative Eradication Program. 


In New York, call 1-877-STOP-ALB or 1-866-265-0301. 
In New Jersey and on Staten Island, call 1— 732— 815— 4700. 
Log onto http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ALB. 


The Asian Longhorned Beetle Cooperative Eradication Program is comprised of the 
- lrr . i USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and Forest Service, joined in 

USDA ”|J artmentof New York by the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, the New York 

. State Department of Environmental Conservation, and the New York City Department 

gricu ure of Parks and Becreation. The USDA agencies are joined in New Jersey by the New 

Jersey Department of Agriculture, the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection, and the City of Linden. 
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Lutheran Medic*! Ctvy\tr 
Surjic*! IA /e,ijl*t TvjhMe. 


The LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER Surgical Weight Loss Institute Is 

proud to be the only weight loss center in Brooklyn named a Bariatric 
Surgery Center of Excellence by the American Society for Bariatric 
Surgery, while also holding a Level I Accreditation from the American 
College of Surgeons. 

For some, the lifelong commitment to good health starts with bariatric 
weight loss surgery. Lutheran Medical Center Surgical Weight Loss 
Institute takes a unique approach to treating serious obesity-related 
conditions — lifestyle support. We stand beside our patients all 
the way with: 

• Psychological counseling 

• Dedicated nutritionists and dietitians 

• Personalized exercise regimens 

• Aftercare psychotherapy group sessions 

Lifestyle support and the best weight loss surgical techniques available 
anywhere — you deserve it. And now, Brooklyn has it. 

To find out if you’re a candidate for weight loss surgery or one of our 
lifestyle support programs, please call 1-718-630-RXRX (7979). 




Lutheran Medical Center 

Surgical Weight Loss Institute, 


Surgical Solutions 
Lifestyle Support 


150 55th Street, Brooklyn, New Y 
1-718-630-RXRX (7979) 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.co 
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What? Pay for street parking?! 

DOT vows to look into residential permits for Brooklyn 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Could a consensus finally be 
emerging on residential parking per- 
mits? 

The controversial idea of giving res- 
idents — and maybe no one else! — 
the right to park in their neighbor- 
hoods, has been jumpstarted by the 
mayor’s congestion pricing plan to 
charge drivers to enter Manhattan be- 
low 86th Street. 

The Department of Transportation, 
which has dismissed the thought of 
neighborhood parking permits for 
decades, showed a strong interest in 
the idea — popular with many in 
Brooklyn — at a parking workshop on 
Tuesday night at Congregation Beth 


Elohim on Eighth Avenue. 

Under a residential parking permit 
system, car owners would buy a stick- 
er or placard that gives them the right 
to look for parking in their neighbor- 
hood — but not guarantee them a spot. 

It is unclear how much the permits 
would cost. In cities with the permits, 
such as Washington and Boston, resi- 
dents typically pay less than $100 per 

What happens to non-residents is 
less clear. A few visitor spots might be 
created on each block or non-residents 
might have to pay to park anywhere. 

Although permits work in other 
cities, many New Yorkers think of free 
on-street parking as an inalienable 
birthright. The city has upheld that no- 
tion for generations. But DOT officials 


are clearly considering a permit system. 

“There’s obviously a lot of interest 
in it,” said Deputy Commissioner Pe- 
ter Schaller. “It’s on the table,” but “a 
lot of it is how you do it. Any program 
will have multiple components” — but 
not just permits. 

“You have to address needs of resi- 
dents, shoppers and visitors,” he 
added. “You need to look at the meter 

The DOT is studying those issues 

At a second Brooklyn workshop in 
January, the DOT will have results 
from an ongoing study that tests permit 
supporters’ central concern about con- 
gestion pricing — that it will encour- 
age drivers to park in neighborhoods 
with good mass transit links to Man- 


hattan and then hop the subway. 

Councilman David Yassky (D-Brook- 
lyn Heights) says the “park and ride” 
phenomenon already exists and would 
get worse if there is congestion pricing 
without residential parking permits. 

But Yassky said he was pleased that 
the city is open to listening. 

“The idea is now getting a hearing 
from the DOT and that’s a critical first 
step,” he said. 

Residents couldn’t agree more, but 
they want the city to act soon, because 
parking is already a harrowing experi- 

“If you come home after 8 pm on 
Sunday night, forget about it. It can 
take half an hour [to find a spot],” said 
Park Slope resident Josh Levy. 

It’s not just nights when parking is 


difficult in Park Slope. A study earlier 
this year by Transportation Alterna- 
tives in February found that drivers 
hunting for elusive parking spots 
make up 45 percent of traffic on Sev- 
enth Avenue. 

And another study showed that 
commuters gobble up about half of the 
parking spots in Brooklyn Heights, 
Boerum Hill and Fort Greene. 

Some residents don’t think they’ll 
ever see the parking crunch resolved, 
even with residential permits, because 
of neighborhood overdevelopment. 

“As Park Slope fills up, this is not 
going to solve the parking problem ul- 
timately,” said Stuart Pertz, a Park 
Slope architect who has consulted the 
Municipal Arts Society on its opposi- 
tion to the Atlantic Yards project. 


Quality, Reliable Healthcare For The Entire Family 





- 761-9088 


Prefe r re d HeoLtkyP ^ rt n e r s 


Prelerred Health Partners 

offers quality healthcare at 
10 convenient center locations 
throughout Brooklyn with one in 
your neighborhood. Most major 
insurances accepted. 


•Bay Ridge Center-740 64th Street 
•Bedford Center-233 Nostrand Avenue 
•Coney Island Center-1230 Neptune Avenue 
•Downtown Center-345 Schermerhom Street 
•Empire Center-546 Eastern Parkway 
•Flatbush Center- 1000 Church Avenue 
•Kings Highway Center-3245 Nostrand Avenue 
•Lindenwood Center-2832 Linden Boulevard 
•Brooklyn Heights Center- 200 Montague Street 
•Brooklyn Heights Center Annex- 195 Montague Street 

is now 


Obstetrics/Synecology • Ophthal mology • Orthopedics • Otolaryngology/ENT • Pediatrics • Physical Therapy • Podiatry • Radiology 
Allergy 'Cardiology- Dermatology- Family Practice • Gastroenterology • General Surgery- Oncology- Internal Medicine-Urology 



Tower with power 

The famous four-faced clock atop the Williamsburgh Savings 
Bank tower in Fort Greene — for now, at least, the tallest build- 
ing in Brooklyn — glowed for the first time since August, 2006, 
during a brief test of the timepiece's restored lighting system. 
The four-faced liar, however, is still awaiting repairs. 


Brooklyn Doc House 

1 J daycare & boarding 

/\J 7i8 

' ^ \\ 7am-i0 


222 - 


[A 


4900 

7am-i0pm weekdays, 9am-i0pm weekends 

( • 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 6 SAFE 
■ web cams - watcn your dogplay 
■ curbside pick up and drop off 
■ air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
• individual attention 
• multi-pet S long-term boarding discounts 

] 2 ] DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 
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Stop in 
for the 
festivities. 

Stay 
for the 
services. 

Grand Opening Event: 

Saturday, December 1st 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

159 5th Ave. 

Brooklyn, NY 11217 
718.857.0391 

Please join us at our newest Chase branch for an afternoon 
of fun, festivities, and financial products. 



chase o 
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Lutheran Medical Ctvy\tr 

Surjic*l IA /e,ijl*t lots Z\ 


The LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER Surgical Weight Loss Institute is 

proud to be the only weight loss center in Brooklyn named a Bariatric 
Surgery Center of Excellence by the American Society for Bariatric 
Surgery, while also holding a Level I Accreditation from the American 
College of Surgeons. 

For some, the lifelong commitment to good health starts with bariatric 
weight loss surgery. Lutheran Medical Center Surgical Weight Loss 
Institute takes a unique approach to treating serious obesity-related 
conditions — lifestyle support. We stand beside our patients all 
the way with: 

• Psychological counseling 

• Dedicated nutritionists and dietitians 

• Personalized exercise regimens 

• Aftercare psychotherapy group sessions 

Lifestyle support and the best weight loss surgical techniques available 
anywhere — you deserve it. And now, Brooklyn has it. 

To find out if you’re a candidate for weight loss surgery or one of our 
lifestyle support programs, please call 1-718-630-RXRX (7979). 




Lutheran Medical Center 

Surgical Weight Loss Institute, 


150 55th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11220 
1-718-630-RXRX (7979) 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.com 


Surgical Solutions 
Lifestyle Support 
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PERFORMING ARTS I NIGHTLIFE 


BOOKS I CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 
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BOOKS 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 

I mbibe!: From Absinthe Cocktail to 
Whiskey Smash, a Salute in Stories and 
Drinks to ‘Professor’ Jerry Thomas, Pi- 
oneer of the American Bar,” is an awfully 
long name for a book when you’re sober. 
And after a few drinks, it becomes next to 
impossible. 

But David Wondrich, the Boerum Hill res- 
ident and Esquire magazine columnist who 
wrote the tome, had no trouble explaining it 
over cocktails at legendary Prospect Heights’ 
haunt Freddy’s. 

“Four years ago, I was in a bar talking to 
some people, and they were [involved with 
the] Slow Food movement. They said that 
they wanted to do events, and I suggested 
they do a tribute to Jerry Thomas, the most 
famous bartender of the 19th century,” Won- 
drich told GO Brooklyn. “We organized an 
event at the Plaza, where we had top bar- 
tenders from all over the country making 
Thomas’s drinks. I put out a booklet with it, 
so I did some research on his life. 

“After that, I said, ‘There really should be 
a new version of his bartender’s guide,’ since 
the recipes were kind of obscure. From there, 
it snowballed.” 

From a boozy punch to old-time eggnog, 
Wondrich’s book features over 100 recipes 
for cocktails from the mixed drink’s heyday. 

“The first culinary art from America that 
the world paid attention to was mixing 
drinks,” Wondrich explained. “For every 


Will Wondrich ever cease?: Author David Wondrich discusses Jerry Thomas, 
the most famous bartender of the 1 9 th century and subject of his new book, at 
Freddy's in Prospect Heights. 


you — Thomas was raking 
in $100 each week, which 
made his salary larger than 
the vice president’s. 

And it should come as no surprise that 
some of New York’s finest saloons were 
right here in Brooklyn. The Fulton Ferry 
Landing area, according to Wondrich, was 


chockablock with watering 
holes to quench the thirst of 
everyone whose boat docked there. 

It’s possible that one of these bars was 
where “The Brooklyn” — a much-debated 
cousin of the classic Manhattan — was in- 
vented, but proving it might be difficult. 


“There are blackouts and bulls— t and a 
lot of loose talk,” said Wondrich of the bar 
scene, then and now. “The more you dig 
into it, it’s very hard to find the history of 

Not that today’s cocktails are any easier 
to explain. 

“The problem with modem cocktails is 
that there are none that are classic yet,” said 
Wondrich over a tumbler of Wild Turkey. 
“I’ll drink them, but I won’t make them at 
home. There are some that will become 
classic, but I don’t know what they are yet. 
The apple martini is, thank God, on its wan- 
ing end.” 

Growing up on Long Island in the 1970s, 
Wondrich said his earliest experience with 
the heady world of libations didn’t go down 
very smoothly. At age 12, a friend’s father 
caught him and his tween cohort with pil- 
fered rum and cigars and forced the mis- 
chievous duo to finish the verboten hooch, 
which turned both kids off drinking for 
quite a while. 

And for a guy with such significant expe- 
rience on both sides of the bar — he mixes 
See IMBIBE on page 14 


Whiskey Smash, a Salute in Stories ai 
to 'Professor' Jerry Thomas, Pione 
American Bar" ($23.95, Perigee Trad, 
able at BookCourt (163 Court St. 


traveler who came here in the 1800s, that 
was one of the first things they noticed and 
one of the few things they commented favor- 
ably on. Americans were 
rude, but a mint julep 
on a hot day was a 
fine thing.” 

This international 
taste for the cocktail 
brought plenty of travel- 
ers to the United States, 
and quite a bit of success 
to Jerry Thomas who 
worked out of the Central 
Park Hotel in Manhattan. 

At a time when the fanciest 
hotel in town ran $2 a night 
— room and board, mind 


NOGGINGOFF 

With the holidays fast approaching, there’s no 
drink more seasonal than eggnog. In “Imbibe!: 
From Absinthe Cocktail to Whiskey Smash, a 
Salute in Stories and Drinks to ‘Professor’ Jerry 
Thomas, Pioneer of the American Bar,” David 
Wondrich revisits Thomas’s 1887 recipe for 
“Baltimore Egg Nog” and finds that it still works 
rather well. 

Not the type to deprive its readers of a bellyful of 
nog, GO Brooklyn is reprinting the recipe at right, 
which should make enough for a party of 15 . (Now 
just remember us when you’re looking for friends 
to share a batch with.) — Daniel Goldberg 


Baltimore Egg Nog 

"Take the yellow of 16 eggs and 1 2 table-spoon- 
fuls of pulverized loaf-sugar [3-4 ounces of superfine 
sugar], and beat them to the consistency of cream; to 
this add two-thirds of a nutmeg grated, and beat well 
together, then mix in half a pint of good brandy or 
Jamaica rum, and two wine-glasses [4 ounces] of 
Madeira wine. Have ready the whites of the eggs, 
beaten to a stiff froth, and beat them into the above- 
described mixture. When this is all done, stir in six 
pints of good rich milk. There is no heat used." 

Wondrich adds, "The 1887 edition of Thomas's 
book suggests, correctly, that 10 eggs are enough. 
As for the spirits; I prefer to split the difference, going 
with five ounces of cognac and three ounces of rum. 
In 1862, there was a far greater variety of Madeiras 
available than there is today. I like a Bual in this." 


69th Regiment Punch 

And if nog isn't quite your 
cup of tea, Wondrich recom- 
mends Thomas's "69th Re- 
giment Punch," which he 
describes as "a capital punch 
for a cold night." The recipe 
for one serving calls for: 

1 ounce of Irish whiskey 
1 ounce of Scotch whiskey 
1 teaspoon of sugar 
1 piece of lemon 
4 ounces of hot water. 

Mix and serve in an "earth- 


Drink up 

Boerum Hill mix-master turned 
author tosses ’em back with GO 


EVENT 


It’s Hanukkah 

With eight nights to celebrate, you might think 
that Hanukkah would seem like it lasts forever. But 
with all of the events planned boroughwide, eight 
nights hardly seems to be enough time. 

The Festival of lights begins early this year at sun- 
down on Tuesday, Dec. 4, and Brooklyn’s festivities 
kick off that night. If 
you’re looking to start 
things off in the light of 
the borough’s biggest 
menorahs, stop by either 
the comer of Court and 
Montague streets in 
Brooklyn Heights at 5 
pm (where Borough 
President Marty Marko- 
witz will light the borough’s “official” menorah) or 
Grand Army Plaza in Park Slope (where Mr. Met and 
the state sports commissioner will do the honors). Both 
menorahs will be lit — accompanied by music and 
free latkas — each night through Tuesday, Dec. 1 1 . 

The giant menorahs aren’t the only things getting 
hot during Hanukkah week. Synagogues across 
Brooklyn are throwing bashes to celebrate. Park 
Slope’s “Grand Family Hanukkah Event” is set for 
7:30 pm on Saturday, Dec. 8, at the Jewish Music Cafe 
in Congregation B’nai Jacob [401 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 832-1266]; Union Tem- 
ple cuts loose in a traditional way at 6 pm on Friday, 
Dec. 7 [17 Eastern Pkwy. at Grand Army Plaza in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638-7600]; and Congregation 
B’nai Avraham [117 Remsen St. at Henry Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 596-4840] hosts a Chinese 
buffet with family-friendly entertainment to accompa- 
ny the hohday ’s final candle, on Tuesday, Dec. 1 1 . 

For more of Brooklyn's Hanukkah celebrations, 
please see "9 Days in Brooklyn, " beginning on 
page 2. — GO Brooklyn 



SHOPPING 


Gift boxing 

There’s an easy way to give your loved ones the 
gift of Brooklyn this year, and it doesn’t involve 
shipping them a cheesecake from Junior’s. 

“City Sampler: Brooklyn,” the brainchild of 
“Brooklyn Based” editor Nicole Davis and San 
Francisco-based gift company The Sampler, is a 
limited edition series of 100 gift boxes that each 
contain 11 of the borough’s unique exports. Items 
like pins by Kate Black and soaps from Skinnyskin- 
ny are packed inside 
every box, but addition- 
al treats ensure that no 
two boxes are the same. 

Instead of gifts that 
might appeal to particu- 
lar people, Davis aimed 
to choose gifts that were 
relevant to Brooklyn. 

“There are a lot of 
sustainable goods in the 
box, and to me, Brooklyn is very green,” she ex- 
plained. “It’s also a foodie hotspot, but I couldn’t put 
any perishables in the box, so I used the ‘egg pants’ 
[pant-shaped holders for boiled eggs by Liz Kinn- 
mark, pictured] to represent that aspect of Brooklyn. 
And there are onesies for newborns since we all 
know this is Stroller Central.” 

And our favorite part? Some boxes will be 
packed with — The Brooklyn Paper! 

The Sampler, which previously released a box of 
items from San Francisco, is equally excited to 
mine Brooklyn’s treasures. 

“We were wondering what city to do next,” said 
Sampler owner Marie Kare. “Nicole couldn’t have 
had better timing.” And with items made every- 
where from Bushwick to Bay Ridge, the boxes of- 
fer a true taste of the borough’s diversity. 

“The artists aren’t all in Williamsburg,” said Davis, 
“and I don’t think you can stereotype any neighbor- 
hood as more artistic or edgier than another.” 

Anyone who receives one of these thoughtfully 
curated boxes o’ Brooklyn surely won’t mistake 
them for a trinket from a big-box store. 

"City Sampler: Brooklyn" will go on sale on Sat- 
urday, Dec. 1 at www.homeofthesampler.com. 
Each box is $20 plus shipping. For information, visit 
www.brooklynbased.net. — Daniel Goldberg 





A HOLIDAY FAVORITE 

"7 


;uteracher 


WATER STREET RESTAURANT 
66 Water Street ■ DUMBO 
(718) 625-9352 ■ waterstreetrestaurant.com 
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Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College 

2900 Campus Road, Brooklyn (2 train to Flatbush Avenue) 


Tickets and info: www.BrooklynCenterOnline.org box office: 718-951-4500 dues - 
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HAVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY 

UNDER THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 
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How fo PvoscuaH- 0/ 
WcLiweWn, Towv^fo, 
<*>\A Pawii 

<SV^jfe-.]/Z ciap olive oil, 3 Kxble- 
^foohsWB^rnt^c vinegar, 1 Wge g^v- 
Hc clovaJPuhcerA), ? ounces fU'mly 
sliced pvosciiAffo, 1 0 ounces fUinly 
sliced wUole-wvilk i*v3z.z.well^ cheese, 12 
FowatFo slices, 12 Wge -PvesU bus'll 
leaves, <xhA one 1 6-ounce cW<xH-<x VeasA 
k<5Ylz.<5v\f<mlly). WtusW olive oil, vinegar, 
garlic iv\ sw<*ll bovwl Fo V>len<A; season <Avess'mg fo F<*sFe 
wifU salf ooaA pepper. Layer pYCsciuH-o, woz-Z-aYella, 

Vouvnfoes, «>w<A bus’ll oven boH-ow o-P breoU. Drizzle ligUt-ly wifU dressing, 



...Or, you could just call 


busyCHEF 

Meals you'd cook yourself, if you weren't too busy. 

NOW FEATURING DELIVERY m 

60 HENRY STREET BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 
718.624.3182 - WWW.BUSYCHEF.BIZ 


This G%oliday season, 
have a ball... 


Chris 
Spectacu 

Catering delivered to your door 


las Eve Seafood Dinner 
New Year’s Eve celebration 


Happy Holidays! 




1235 Prospect Avenue • (718) 436-3715 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Casa” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. «*. 44th & 4 5t h sts.) (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • mF1 <8 


TASTE ^MOROCCO 


of Marakesh Restaurant 

FREE 

APPETIZER 

With any entree purchase. 
Mon-Thurs only. 

FEZ GftFE 

RESTAURANT & HOOKAH GARDEN 
240 Prospect Park West (Btwn. Windsor PL & Prospect Ave) 

Free Delivery • 718-369-0716 • BMffl 
t_ Open for Dinner 7 days • Lunch Wed-Sun ■ Brunck Sat & Sun 

M il . f fil 
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7 PM 
PS 307 
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(703) 607-2780 
WWW.BROOKLYNS 
OTHERMUSEUMOF 
BROOKLYN.COM 


209 YORK ST. @ GOLD ST. IN DUMBO 
HOSTED BY THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
NATIONAL GUARD LT. COL. MILORD 
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the “Sidecar Club” with roast- 
ed turkey. (It sounded like a 
grand sandwich, but wasn’t 
tempting enough to order as a 
post-Thanksgiving meal.) 
And the so-called “other 
white meat” shows up once 
more in a savory succotash of 
string beans and com. 

Oversalting left its mark 
on an otherwise crunchy, 
nicely moist fried chicken. 
It’s not easy finding a good 
rendition of this dish in the 
city, so with some restraint on 
the salt and a heavier hand 
t with pepper, this could be a 
| meal that draws in crowds. 
£ Sides of salty succotash and 
| perfectly seasoned mashed 
g. potatoes mixed with carrots 
| were tasty. 

■g A great burger should be a 
I given here. After all, who 
f wouldn’t drop into a bar after 
Salt seller: At Sidecar in Park Slope, a night of carousing - espe- 
sides of salty succotash and perfectly 
seasoned mashed potatoes mixed with 
carrots accompany the fried chicken. 


offers a ramekin of cucumber 
mignonette, the traditional oyster ac- 
companiment usually made with 
shallots. The grassy taste and crisp 
snap of the vegetable amplified the 
sweetness and silky nature of the 
shellfish. I can’t think of a better 
wake-up call to the palate than a the filling of choice. It’s odd then 


cially this one, that stays open 
until 4 am — and hunker 
down in a cushy booth to sink 
their teeth into juicy beef? 

This patty had a nice char but 
was too lean for that succulent drip 
that defines a great burger. A side of 
skinny, ultra salty fries are worth the 

The one dessert available each 
evening is a cobbler made with sea- 
sonal produce. Right now, apple is 


of those 
oysters, especial- 
ly after all the 
rich Thanksgiv- 
ing fare I con- 
sumed two days 
prior to my din- 

The problem 
in several dishes 
that I tasted was 
oversalting. 

Man, does De- 
Coursy like salt. 


DINING 

1—1 

^ SidecaG560 Fifth Av 



9-$22 a The 

through Sunday until 4 ar 
days, the kitchen is closed 

n. On Mom 
but the bar 

is open. Subway: R to Pi 

.n, S calf(718) 

w^w^deca rbrooklyn.com 



many varieties 
of this fruit 
available now, 
the slices are 
bland. More sug- 
ar would have 
helped, and as 
good as the puff 
pastry top was, I 
missed breaking 
through that brit- 


tle Cl 


:r of tr 


take a pass on “BLT Soup,” a greasy, made cocktail and a plate of great 
intensely saline blend of crisp bacon oysters, but more care needs to go 
cubes, escarole and tomato. 

Pork also makes an appearance in 


Food on the side 

Park Slopes Sidecar offers an intoxicating 
menu of cocktails and late night dining 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


S idecar is one sexy place. 
Opened in July by brothers Bart 
and John DeCoursy, the bar and 
restaurant evokes a swanky, classic 
New York setting with one well-ap- 
pointed large room. 

On one side, attractive patrons in 
their twenties perch along the gleam- 
ing wooden bar. Along another are 
deep, dark leather booths that are 
ideal for a party of six and just as 
welcoming for a couple looking for 
privacy. Black wainscoting rings the 
room, creating an intimate cocoon, 
and the warm lighting goes a long 
way toward hiding under-eye circles 
and other telltale signs of over-im- 
bibing. 

Overdoing the booze is a hazard 
in a place with a cocktail menu as 
seductive as Sidecar’s. Listed as 
“elixirs,” the lineup includes retro fa- 
vorites like “Pimm’s cup” (Pimm’s 
number 1 , ginger syrup and cucum- 
ber) and a gimlet, made as “God in- 
tended,” with Plymouth gin, lime 
and simple syrup. 

The house special, the Sidecar, 
naturally, arrives in a sugar-rimmed 
glass. Its blend of cognac, Cointreau 
and lemon produce a slightly sweet 
drink with a pleasingly bitter edge. 
Another winner, the icy cold Sazer- 
ac, offers the jolt of Overholt rye 
with Pemod lending a lingering hint 
of anise. 

The wine list is a work-in- 
progress, but a small number of reds 
and whites are available by the glass. 

To accompany the retro drinks, 
Chef John DeCoursy offers a menu 
of American classics like fried chick- 
en, a burger and grilled salmon, and 


new American favorites such as the 
“Banh-D” sandwich (a pork-heavy 
spin on the traditional Vietnamese 
“Banh Mi” sandwich) and three 
grilled tacos filled with a mix of 
fresh vegetables. 

While Park Slope’s Sidecar pos- 
sesses a unique allure, the food — 
with the exception of an amazing 


plate of oysters — could be a lot 

DeCoursy worked as a raw bar 
chef at Blue Ribbon, so he knows 
how to source and handle the best 
oysters. The Malpeques he served 
were impeccably fresh and slid 
down the throat in one whoosh of 
clean, briny, steely flavor. The chef 


I 

I 

| 




Provence en Boite (263 Smith V ~~J brought back some new 

St. at Degraw Street in Carroll Gar- items to spice up the decor, 

dens) unveiled its new fall menu re- dies, macaroons, cookies, marzipan, It isn’t just the French who are 
cently, which features cheese and homemade chocolate and, of spiffing up their dining spots, 

chocolate fondue (not together of course, pies. Plus, owners Jean- though. This week, Mike Jaramillo 

course!). They’ve also stocked up Jacques and Leslie Bemat just got will open Vinas (109 S. Sixth St. 

on holiday treats like nougats, can- back from Provence, and they’ve at Bedford Avenue in Williams- 


Popular with Lokals 


It’s long been the curse of Greenpoint that 
the neighborhood’s great restaurants — 
Queen’s Hideaway, Lamb and Jaffy — are in 
such remote comers that sometimes it’s easier 
just to grab a slice than trek to a restaurant and 
wait for a table. 

All that is about to change with the Nov. 9 
opening of Lokal. The new Mediterranean 
bistro not only sits at the high traffic comer of 
McCarren Park, but boasts 70 seats and an out- 
door dining area when the weather permits, in- 
suring that plenty of hungry locals can pile in. 

Owners Cem Guray and Bener Bilgen, both 
originally from Turkey, are no strangers to the 
area. Bilgen opened the baroque Turkish restau- 
rant and lounge MyMoon on North 11th Street 
last year. However, Lokal has less of My- 
Moon’s dramatic design and more of a laidback 
ambiance. 

“The design is meant to give the feel of sum- 
mer on the Mediterranean,” said Guray, citing 
the open kitchen, tables embedded with sand, 


stone and seashells and glass doors stained in 
cool blues and greens. 

Complementing the seaside atmosphere is a 
full menu of Northern Mediterranean fare. 

“It’s a Mediterranean bistro,” said Guray, 
“but we decided to go to the more European 
side.” Greek, Turkish, Italian and Spanish 
cuisines are all represented in dishes like whole 
grilled fish (pictured), different brick oven piz- 
zas each day and a variety of fresh salads by 
chef Genio Saavedra, formerly of Employees 
Only and The Park in Manhattan. 

Lokal ’s hearty wine list ventures even further 
around the globe, featuring bottles from Latin 
America and Australia. 

Lokal (905 Lorimer St. at Bedford Avenue in 
Greenpoint) accepts MasterCard and Visa. The 
restaurant is open daily for dinner and on 
weekends for brunch. Subway: G to Nassau 
Avenue, L to Bedford Avenue. For information, 
call (718) 384-6777 or visit www.lokalfood.com. 

— Juliana Bunim 


S ure, we stuffed ourselves on 
Thanksgiving — who didn’t? 
— but with the Nov. 27 open- 
ing of Marco Polo Takeout (345 
Court St. at Union Street in Carroll 
Gardens), the new takeout arm of 
Joe Chirico’s famous Italian restau- 
rant, watching what we eat over 
the holidays just got harder. Now 
ordering Chef Francesco Insingo’s 
gnocchi with mushrooms and 
sausage is just as easy as getting a 
deli sandwich. (Fire-grilled pizzas, 
salads and snacks are available, 
too.) 

We might miss the warm weath- 
er already, but apparently even the 
heat of the Southwest couldn’t 
keep Williamsburg’s Santa Fe 
open. Chef Marc Cohen told GO 
Brooklyn that he ditched the New 
Mexican menu and has reopened 
the restaurant as Elote (366 Union 
Ave. at Grand Avenue in Wdliams- 
burg). 

“We decided to go authentic 
Mexican; this is Oaxacan food,” 
Cohen said. “The most exciting 
dishes are the mole dishes. The 
green mole is made from toasted 
pumpkin seeds, cilantro and herbs. 
It’s served with chicken and mashed 
sweet potatoes, and it’s really great. 
I also do a roasted green chile 
cheesecake, which sounds weird, 
but it goes really well.” 

Speaking of sweets, we hear that 


burg), a Latin fusion spot, which 
will be furnished with salvaged 
wood and will feature a hearty 
menu courtesy of chef Henry 
Lopez Jr. 

In other news. Fort Greene na- 
tive Rick Field took his pickle 
company Rick's Picks to the 10th 
Annual “Rosendale International 
Pickle Festival” on Nov. 18, and 
sure enough, Rick got picked. His 
“Mean Beans,” a spicy, cayenne- 
pepper-brined bean, took second 

“We saw a lot of old friends and 
got people excited about giving the 
gift of pickles this holiday season,” 
said Field. To order a gift pack, 
visit wwwxickspicksnyc.com. 

And congratulations to Melissa 
Murphy, owner of Sweet Melissa 
Patisserie (276 Court St. at Dou- 
glass Street in Cobble Hill and 175 
Seventh Ave. at Second Street in 
Park Slope) who was a contestant 
on “The Food Network Challenge: 
Edible Ornaments” last week — 
and won! Murphy took home brag- 
ging rights and a cool $10,000. If 
you missed it the first time, check 
out additional showings on the 
Food Network on Saturday, Dec. 1 
at 6 pm, 10 pm and 1 am, and Sun- 
day, Dec. 2 at 3 pm and 8 pm. 

Got a hot dining tip? Drop us a 
line at BreakingChews@Brooklyn 
Paper.com. — Adam Rathe 


More Marco to love: On Tuesday, Marco Polo owners Rosa and Joe Chirico (at left) fill the case of their 
new shop, Marco Polo Takeout. 


An Exceptional Meal Everytime. 


. srf/jrrsYY’ 
RISTORANTE 


Pioneer of the fine 
restaurant movement in Brooklyn 

345 Court Street (at Union Street) 

718-852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner 
Free Valet Parking 
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ATLANTIC 

Iatlanticavenuebkny.org! 
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The Brooklyn Philharmonic and 
BAM open up Tan Duns 6 The Gate 9 


Gatekeepers: In "The Gate," 
a puppet plays the role of 
Koharu, above, while a live 
actor plays the role of Yu Ji 
from "Farewell My Con- 
cubine." 


As the final show of this 
year’s “Next Wave” festival, 
the production should do just 
that. And with the Philharmon- 
ic’s season just gearing up — 
it’s first official concert of the 
2007-2008 season will be 
“Painters of Sound: Corigliano 
and Berlioz” on Feb. 2 — 
Christie said the show will 
serve as a strong indicator of 
what it has to offer. 

“It’s definitely indicative of 
the direction we have been go- 
ing in,” he said. “For years, 
we’ve been engaged in multi- 
media presentations, whether 
with theater or dance compa- 
nies, so it’s something we feel 
very comfortable doing. Our 
musicians are very flexible 
with being asked to perform 
while there are other artistic 
endeavors going on. For our 
next concert, we’ll be having a 
theatrical presentation, and 
we’re planning multimedia 
fare. It’s prevalent through the 
season.” 

While both Christie and 
Melillo agreed that this pro- 
duction is a must-see for fans 
of both institutions, what’s un- 
clear is whether the conductor 
plans to continue moonlighting 
as an actor. If he does, it 
seems, there will always be a 
home for him at BAM. 

“Michael Christie has flair 
and a style,” said Melillo. “He’s 
enthusiastic and emotionally 
committed; there is an electrici- 
ty that comes across on stage. 
He’ll be a terrific actor.” 





THEATER 
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The Brooklyn Academy of M 
Brooklyn Philharmonic present T 
"The Gate" at 7:30 pm on Dec. 5 
at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Howard Gilman Opera House (30 1 
Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort Gree 
ets are $20-$60. For information, ■ 
636-41 00 or visit www.bam.org. 

, 7 and 8 
-afayette 
call (71 8) 


T an Dun will be in China, 
where he is the official 
composer of the 2008 
Olympics, until the day before 
“The Gate,” his over-the-top 
music-theater work, opens at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Mu- 
sic, but two of Brooklyn’s cul- 
tural titans are making sure the 
show goes off without a hitch. 

Joseph Melillo, BAM’s ex- 
ecutive producer, and Michael 
Christie, the artistic director of 
the Brooklyn Philharmonic, 
are both hard at work on the 
production which opens on 
Wednesday, Dec. 5. 

And Christie has a most un- 
usual role. Beyond his normal 
duties of conducting the or- 
chestra, Christie will be an ac- 
tor in the show, which follows 
three women who committed 
suicide for love — mcludmg 
one Juliet Capulet — as they 
plead for rebirth at the Gate of 
Judgment. 

“Acting is part of the per- 
formance, but I wouldn’t say 
that I was drawn more to it or 
scared of it more,” Christie 
told GO Brooklyn. “I think it 
will be fun, and I’ll enjoy deal- 
ing with actors and the theatri- 
cal side. It will be an interest- 
ing, new thing for me. I did 
acting in high school, but noth- 
ing to include in my bio.” 

The conductor, who seems 
to have stars in his 
eyes — “If I could 
do it well enough, 
one of my favorite 
roles [to take on] 
would be Hannibal 
Lecter” — will be 
joined on stage not 
only by his orches- 
tra, but also by 
three singers, pup- 
pets and a video 
installation. “The Gate” 
(which also features the char- 
acters Yu Ji, heroine of the 
Peking opera, “Farewell My 
Concubine,” and Koharu, 


courtesan in the Japanese epic, 
“The Love Suicides at Amiji- 
ma”) is a project that Melillo 
said will truly showcase the 
scope of BAM’s “Next Wave.” 


“The ‘Next Wave’ festival 
has always been a platform for 
responding to hybrid forms. 
On one hand with dance-the- 
ater and on the other side of 
the spectrum with music -the- 
ater,” Melillo said. “ ‘The 
Gate’ is not a symphonic 
piece, it’s a music -theater 
work. It’s about music, live 
video and the compilation of 
singers, puppetry, video, the 
orchestra and the participation, 
verbally, of the conductor. I 
wanted to go out with a 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 



Red White & Bubbly is pleased to 
announce the release of our very own 
wine — Brooklyn Wine Co. 

Brooklyn Wine Co. was established by Red White & 
Bubbly to celebrate the spirit of Brooklyn through 
wine. We work closely with specially selected 
winemakers from around the world to create unique 
wines that we are happy to offer to our friends in 
Brooklyn. 

As passionate Brooklynites, we desired a strong 
connection between our home and the wines we 
create. We relish the opportunity to use our labels 
as a way of highlighting Brooklyn’s rich artistic and 
cultural heritage through local artistry that continues 
to advance the renaissance of our great borough. 

We owe our inaugural series of wine labels to the 
foresight of the Brooklyn Bridge’s architect and 
designer, John Roebling. Roebling was captivated 
by the skies that would preside over his landmark, 
understanding that his bridge would often become 
a silhouette against a backdrop of unimaginable 
colors. The Brooklyn Bridge, overlaid on various 
skyscapes captures the soul of our wines and pays 
tribute to Roebling and his vision. 

On display at the shop are the original oil on canvas 
paintings by artist Ryan Seslow which were the 
inspiration for our inaugural series of labels. 

Look for our newest collection of wines from The 
North Fork of Long Island coming soon. 
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Darrin Siegfried & Adam Goldstein 
Co-Owners of Red White & Bubbly 


Tgt Red White and Bubbly 

pd 211 5th Avenue 

hite Jr Brooklyn, NY 11217 
[yubbly 718-636-wjne 

J redwhiteandbubbly.com 
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What else is there to say? 

2917 Avenue R • (718) 375-1277 
www.JoMartChocolates.com 
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HOLIDAY GIVEAWAY SPECIALS 



COURT STREET OFFICE SUPPLIES 

44 Court Street • Downtown Brooklyn 
718-625-5771 

Mon - Thurs 8:30 am-6:30 pm / Fri 8:30 am-2:00 pm / Sun 1 1 :00 am-4:30 pm 


SADDLE UP! 

DEBBIE'S REINS & 1 

Equestrian & 
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Motorcycle 
Riders Needs 

Apparel • Hats • Wallets 
Belts • Boots 
Gifts - Novelties 


DEBBIE S REINS THINGS 


- DebbiesReinsAndThings.com 



cookware • knives • tools • books • gadgets 
classes • vintage • supplies • handmade 


brooklyn 

kitchen 


616 lorimer st. • brooklyn 11211 
(718) 389-2982 

www.thebrooklynkitchen.com 


HOLIDAY SEASON SALE! 



BORO RUG & CARPET 


» CARPET 
» AREA RUGS 
» VINYL TILES 

IIP "mill » LINOLEUM 

m? . 11 41 37th Street • 71 8-853-3600 

BE 33 (Bet. Ft. Hamilton Pkwy & 12th Ave.) |^| SHI master gallery 


p arking '- 



NAPPY BANUKKAfl 

FROM AMERICAN HOUSEWARES 

ELECTRIC 

HANUKKAH MENORAHS 

$ 13. 99 $ 25. 99 



10% OFF 
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AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • DM • (718) 243-0844 
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Movie madness 


Brooklyn’s own Steiner Studios 
provided the star-studded stage for 
the Gotham Awards on Tuesday 
night. The Independent Feature Pro- 
ject’s 17th annual gala bestowed the 
prizes for excellence in filmmaking. 

And while the awards, which hon- 
or independent films and are the first 
big night of the jam-packed motion 
picture awards season, have honored 
Brooklynites before (Noah Baum- 
bach, right, won in 2005 for “The 
Squid and the Whale” and Shareeka 
Epps and Ryan Fleck won last year 
for “Half Nelson”), this was the first 
time that the awards ceremony took 
place in the borough. 

And the hometown crowd defi- 
nitely took notice. Bensonhurst na- 
tive Marissa Tomei (at left) presented 
the award for “Best Film Not Playing 
at a Theater Near You,” and taking 
an award home for her work in “Be- 
fore the Devil Knows You’re Dead.” 

Baumbach was back as a nominee, 
his “Margot at the Wedding” was 
nominated for “Best Feature” and 
“Best Ensemble Cast,” and Fort 
Greene resident Kerri Russell took 



the stage to present the “Break- 
through Director” award to Craig Zo- 
bel for “Great World of Sound.” 

“For 16 years, this awards ceremony 


has been in Chelsea,” said Borough 
President Markowitz, “so moving it to 
Brooklyn was a very good thing. I have 
a feeling it will be here next year, too, 
which goes to prove that we’re certain- 
ly Hollywood East. Consider all the 
great stars from Brooklyn, it’s a natural 
[for the Gotham Awards] to make 
Brooklyn its home.” 

And for all the glitz and glamour 
that he’s used to — the guy intro- 
duced Robert Redford when he 
brought his Sundance Festival to the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music — the 
Beep still found himself bowled over 
by the evening’s star power. 

“I saw Uma Thurman and, my 
God, is she tall,” he exclaimed. “Her 
friend — I don’t know if he was her 
boyfriend or not — was about my 
height and I said, ‘there is hope for 
guys my height after all.’ ” 

Marty's not the only lucky one; if 
you missed the awards ceremony, 
you can catch a replay on NYC-TV on 
Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 9 pm and Satur- 
day, Dec. 8 at 8 pm. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.gotham.ifp.com. 

— Adam Rathe 
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BUY BY THE CASE & SAVE 
bC -Mix & Match Wines - 




rUKL'HAbb 

24 Bottles or more 
Receive 1 5% off 

PURCHASE 

6-1 2 Bottles 

Receive 1 0% off 



Custom Gift Baskets 
Made to Order! 
Delivery Available 

, We Specialize in 
*f&pscale Wine & Liquor 

MEI CHI LIQUOR 

-&■ 391 FLATBUSH AVE. 

Between Sterling PI. & St. John's PI. 


Virgin or 
vamp? 

Newest ‘Lulu generates 
goosebumps at BAM 


By Deirdre Donovan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

L ast week at the BAM Har- 
vey Theater, the epony- 
mous heroine of “Lulu” 
quietly flitted onto the stage, 
leaving me, I must confess, 
with raised gooseflesh on my 
neck. 

It is Michael Thalheimer 
(remember Next Wave’s 2005 
staging of “Emilia Galotti”?), 
the renowned director of The 
Thalia Theater, who has fi- 
nessed this shocking produc- 
tion of Frank Wedekind’s clas- 
sic tragedy. Spurred perhaps 
by the recent success of the 
Broadway musical “Spring 


Awakening” (also based on 
Wedekind’s work), this radi- 
cally new production is a 
must-see. Tme, there are more 
conventional shows in town 
that can deliver a cathartic ex- 
perience. But, I daresay, next 
to “Lulu,” they all seem about 
as exciting as crochet-work. 

The play, as you should 
know, is dominated by a wispy 
waif named Lulu — who says 
she is not a prostitute, while 
the audience is left to notice 
that she behaves precisely like 
one. There is perpetual sexual 
rivalry over her, as she careens 
from man to man. But her 
charm goes untarnished — 
even after murdering or de- 


“A somewhat ‘UNSUNG HERO’.. .Tempo offers ‘AMAZING DINING EXPERIENCES’... 
‘WONDERFULLY PREPARED CUISINE’ and a ‘TERRIFIC WINE LIST.’ 
‘BROOKLYN PRICES’ save the day!” -2007 Zagat Survey 
PRIX FIXE THREE COURSE DINNER ($25 per person Sun-Thurs, $35 per person Fri & Sat) 


TEMPO 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 



e brooklyn 718 797 2077 


shoprico.com 


American Leather Fontana Arte 
Atlantico by De La Espada Maria Yee 

Baronet Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Bruno Marina Gallery Robert Abbey 
DellaRobbia Thayer Coggin 


art lighting furniture decor 



Looky 'Lulu': The Thalia Theater's production of Frank Wedekind's "Lulu" at the BAM Harvey Theater, starring Fritzi 
Haberlandt (pictured), "should be compulsory," according to our reviewer. 


stroying four husbands — 
within a stretch of five years. 

Historically, critics have di- 
chotomously described Lulu 
as virgin and vamp, child and 
seductress, femme fatale and 
New Woman, or as the Dark 
Lady of any poet’s imagina- 
tion. In short, one can only be- 
gin to comprehend her nature 
by accepting that she is, like 
Eve, both bleak and beautiful. 

It may be worth adding that 
the playwright perceived his 
central character to be Count- 
ess Geschwitz, who gained the 
distinction of being the first 
obvious lesbian on stage. Ad- 
mittedly, the Countess is a 
compelling figure in the story, 
in (romantically) befriending 
Lulu and foreseeing the need 
for women’s rights in a male- 
dominated society. In my 
view, however, she shrinks 
next to the pure passion of our 
heroine. The Countess might 
have the guts of 10 men, but 
Lulu is pure animus and like a 
force of nature. 

Now that — whew! — I’ve 
discharged with my first obliga- 
tions, allow me to rave inconti- 
nently about Fritzi Haberlandt 
as Lulu. The blonde actor is not 


more than five-feet, two-and-a- 
half-inches tall. But she raised 
her stature on stage by wearing 
heels that looked about six- 
inches high. To be sure, the psy- 
chological and physical de- 
mands for this role are daunting, 
but she doesn’t disappoint. Part 
rag doll, part schoolgirl gym- 
nast, part flirty dancer, Lulu is 
all grand coquette. There is no 
melodrama in her exercise of 
sexual power, and 
she doesn’t force, 
either. Her Lulu 
fives for the mo- 
ment, where present 
love hath present 
laughter. And 

not only unknown 
but irrelevant. 

The performance is in Ger- 
man, and to compensate for 
the “linguistic wall,” the the- 
ater projected English titles for 
the audience. Curiously, I 
found that the actors’ natural 
cadences gave the show more 
authenticity and verve. And 
the real language of humanity 
comes across due to the con- 
summate artistry of the cre- 

There is plenty of technical 


polish in the production as 
well, starting with Alexander 
du Prel’s neat, no-nonsense 
video design and Stefan Bol- 
liger’s lucidly methodical 
fighting. The set design by 
Olaf Altmann is correctly self- 
effacing, and opens up the 
stage space for the very physi- 
cal acting and exaggerated 
body gestures of the actors. 
Under the aegis of Thalheimer, 


the moral coolness of 
Wedekind’s work is sustained, 
and he pares down the multi- 
faceted narrative to its core. 
[“Lulu,” intended as one work, 
was published in two parts: 
“Earth Spirit” (1895) and 
“Pandora’s Box” (1902).] 

The trouble with the show, 
if any, is with adapting oneself 
to such a dazzling manifesta- 
tion of the avant-garde. It’s 
like your first shot of 


schnapps. Quite invigorating. 

What images do I retain? 
No doubt the scene with 
Lulu’s death at the hands of 
the sexual maniac, Jack the 
Ripper (Michael Benthin). 
This radical denouement is 
downright unnerving, but the 
power of the scene is that it 
keeps a steady, almost under- 
stated, tone throughout the 
tragic finale. 

Wedekind’s “Lulu” is one 
of the most shocking tragedies 
in the German language, and 
will be so again this weekend. 
Thalheimer’s adaptation is top- 
notch, and with the superb 
Haberlandt playing Lulu, one 
can freshly see the fight and 
shadowy aspects of the charac- 
ter marbleizing into a rich 
chiaroscuro portrait. 

I recommend this show, not 
for one and all, but definitely 
for the most adventuresome 
and mature. Nudity, sex and 
violence permeate almost 
every scene, and might leave 
some stomachs queasy. But for 
those playgoers of the world 
who think they are above 
watching a prostitute on her 
tragic journey to death, this 
show should be compulsory. 
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Matthew Broderick might be aging, but 
Ferris Bueller never gets old. On Friday, 
Dec. 7, Galapagos Art Space (70 N. Sixth 
St. at Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg) hosts 
"Forever Bueller." an ’80s cabaret featur- 
ing five music and performances of the 
most memorable moments from 1986’s 
pop cultural canon. We would suggest 
wearing leg warmers, but chances are, if 
you’re in Williamsburg, you’ve got ’em on 
right now. For information, call (212) 868- 
4444 or visit www.galapagosartspace.com. 

On a more serious note, through Dec. 14, 


the Heights Players 
(26 Willow Place at State Street 
Brooklyn Heights) will be putting on 
"The Caine Mutiny Court Martial." a 

tense military drama set in 1945 San Fran- 
cisco. For information, call (718) 237-2752 
or visit wwwfieightsplayers.org. 

On Sunday, Dec. 16, Moscow’s Maya- 
kovsky Academic Art Theatre brings “The 
Past is Still Ahead.” a look at the life of 
Russian poet Marina Tsvetaeva, to the Jew- 
ish Center of King’s Highway (1202 Ave. P 
at East 12th Street in Midwood). For infor- 
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mation, visit wwwRussianNY.com. 

On a fighter note, the Gallery Players’ 
(199 14th St. at Fourth Avenue in Park 
Slope) production of David Sedaris’s 
“The Santaland Diaries” will be run- 
ning through Sunday, Dec. 16, and should 
provide some much-needed laughter dur- 
ing the stressful holiday season. For infor- 
mation, call (212) 352-3101 or visit 
www.galleryplayers.com. 


Congress just doesn’t get it! 


Why isn't Congress 
moving to make English 
the official language of 
the United States? 


Mike Ricatto President 


BetterLeadershipAmerica.or g 


Book your holiday 
party & catering 


OPEN SEVEN DAYS 

Dinner Delivery & Valet Parking 



k 8727 - 4th Avenue 

corner of 88th & 4th 

(718) 238-8600 
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The Rabbi Jacob J. Hecht Menorah 

Brooklyn’s Official Menorah 

In front of Supereme Court & Borough Hall 

(Corner of Montague & Court Streets) 

Live Band • Delicious Treats • Prizes for Kids 

DATES LIGHTING TIMES 

From Tuesday, December 4th Friday: 2:00 p.m. 

Thru Tuesday, December 1 1th Saturday: 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday-Thursday: 5:00 p.m. 


SPECIAL OFFICIAL LIGHTING CEREMONY 

With Mr. Marty Markowitz, President of the Borough of Brooklyn 
Tuesday, Dec. 4th, at 5:00 p.m. 

Followed by a performance by Yossi Goldstein's World Renowned Children's Choir 


Bring the Family to the B’nai Avraham Chanukah Party 

Last night of Chanukah, Tuesday, December 1 1 , 5:30 p.m. 

1 1 7 Remsen Street 
Brooklyn Heights 
$18 per person, $36 per family 

Delicious Chinese Buffet, Fland-Made Latkes and Doughnuts, 

Children's Face Painting, Jazz Band, Chanukah Broadway Show 

Main Performance: Bubble Mania, 

Cirque du Soleil Extravaganza 


For further information about our programs or to A joint project of: 

make a reservation for the Chanukah party, contact www.FleightsChabad.com • www.KiddieKorner.org 

Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin: (71 8) 596 4840 ext.18 www.BnaiAvraham.com • www.RabbiSimcha.com 
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IMBIBE... 

Continued from page 9 
his own drinks at home, but 
doesn’t work professionally 
as a bartender — Wondrich 
seems to keep a pretty even 
keel. The author said that he 
has no more than a few 
drinks a day, and hesitated to 
share stories of his own ine- 
briated adventures. 

“I try to avoid it now,” he 
said, “very seriously.” 

It might be that he’s a re- 
sponsible parental type these 
days, or he could just hope 
to avoid hangovers — 
which, he conceded, could 
be marginally eased by an 
egg and cheese sandwich but 
not by having another drink, 
the old hair-of-the-dog-that- 
bit-you remedy. 

“It makes you feel better, 


but then you’re drunk again, 
and you’re an alcoholic,” 
opined Wondrich. 

With another book, this one 
on alcoholic punch, already in 
the works, and a regular col- 
umn in Esquire about the joys 
of a good drink, Wondrich — 
who counts Smith & Vine in 
Carroll Gardens and LeNell’s 
of Red Hook as his local go-to 
spots for booze — is perhaps 
the borough’s leading expert 
on spirits, and that’s saying 
something. 

After all of his research 
on drinks, we asked Won- 
drich what a cocktail named 
after him would include. 

“It would have rye 
whiskey and maybe some 
cognac,” he said. But ever 
the historian, he quickly 
added, “The problem is that 
any drink I would really like 
has probably been invented 
anyway.” 
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Cutting ‘Edge’ 



Brooklynites know better than 
anyone the havoc that develop- 
ment can wreak on a habitat. So 
on Saturday, Dec. 4, the Rentier 
International Drawing Space in 
Red Hook will host an artist’s talk 
on “Observing the Edge,” the 
gallery’s current show, which fea- 
tures works on paper relating to 
flora and fauna with habitats 
threatened by progressive devel- 
opment. 

“Not everyone appreciates 
fringe wildlife, they mostly think 
it’s debris,” said Rentier director 
and co-founder Florence Neal. 
“Red Hook is a perfect [example] , 
because many people — except 
those who lived here — ignored 
Red Hook and the beauty that’s 
here. It takes people to stop and 
recognize that beauty comes in all 
forms and that people shouldn’t 


destroy things that aren’t new.” 
With these thoughts in mind, 
Neal invited Jennifer McGregor, 
senior curator at the Wave Hill 
public garden in the Bronx, to 
lead the Dec. 4 discussion about 
the show McGregor curated, 
which includes work by Amy 
Talluto (at left), Arlene Sunshine, 
Bob Braine and Leslie Reed (at 
right) among others. 

“We knew that Jennifer’s inter- 
est is in nature, and I think that 
during her visit to Rentier, she re- 
alized the changes that were go- 
ing on in Red Hook and they 
were of interest to her.” 

And anyone who has seen 
plants, or any other living crea- 
tures, displaced by development 
will surely want to take notice. 

"Observing the Edge" will be 
on view through Dec. 22 at the 


Kentler International Drawing 
Space (353 Van Brunt St. at Wol- 
cott Street in Red Hook). The 
artist's talk will take place at 4 pm 


on Dec. 4. Attendance is free. For 
information, call (718) 875-2098 
or visit www.kentlergallery.org. 

— Daniel Goldberg 



Smartmom trots with the turkeys 


T he night before Thanks- 
giving, Smartmom regis- 
tered for the Turkey Trot, 
the annual five-mile race spon- 
sored by the Park Slope Track 
Club. 

In the basement of Jack Rab- 
bit, she was given her race 
number, an electronic running 
chip, and plastic ties to attach it 
to her running shoes. Unfortu- 
nately, they’d run out of Turkey 
Trot black backpacks and spe- 
cial booty. 

“We were expecting 1,000 
runners but many more regis- 
tered,” an organizer told her. 

Out on Seventh Avenue, 
Smartmom checked her num- 
ber, 1610 (the ages of her two 


children, Smartmom realized). 
It also said, “Female, age 49.” 

“Nice,” she thought. “Do 
they have to make it so friggin’ 
obvious?” 

It’s not that Smartmom wants 
to hide the fact that she’s 49. 
She just doesn’t like to broad- 
cast it to all of Park Slope. 

Why not just publish it in the 
newspaper while they’re at it? 

When she got home, Smart- 
mom didn’t tell Hepcat that she 
was going to trot the Trot. She 
didn’t even mention it to Teen 
Spirit or the Oh So Feisty One. 
It’s not that she wanted to be the 
stealth runner. Or it was some 
kind se 


SMART 

mom 

By Louise Crawford 

No “Go Mom” signs or fa- 
milial cheerleading squads for 
Smartmom. Not that she would 
have to worry about that. The 
likelihood of Teen Spirit and 
OSFO standing on the sidelines 
of Prospect Park with a “Go 
Mom” sign at 9 am on Thanks- 
giving morning was close to nil. 

And that was fine by Smart- 
mom, because she wanted to do 
the race Greta Garbo style. In 


other words, she 
vanted to be alone 
(with more than 
1,000 strangers, that 
!. 

The Turkey Trot 
as something Smart- 
mom always wanted 
to do and this year seemed as 
good a year as any. For one 
thing, their family Thanksgiving 
didn’t begin until 6 pm and it 
restaurant in Manhattan. 


Nom 




Smartmom has been 
running the 3.3-mile loop 
around the park a few times a 
week. And being 15 pounds 
lighter, she’s feeling quite fit 
and sprightly. 


FAMILY CALENDAR 


Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 


SATURDAY, DEC. 1 

1 1 am: Breakfast with Santa. New 
Utrecht Church (1828 83rd St., at 
18th Avenue in Bensonhurst), $10, 

Santa! Caluyi 7^605^334*01 info. 

Regal anTmaT(TO™ourtSt’ at 
State Street in Downtown Brook- 
lyn). $10. Materials, popcorn and 

ticket. Cal ^ (7 I 8)768-3703^0^0. 
1 2:30 pm and 2:30 pm:^Puppet 


suggested. Call (718) 


Call 311 for info. 

1 pm: Santa at the Fultc 
Mall (at Albee Square in 
town Brooklyn). Free. Q 
403-1650 for info. 

3 pm: Story hour. Barne: 

Noble (26/ Seventh Ave 
Street in Park Slope). Free. Call 
(718) 832-9066 for info. 

4:30 pm: Family movie, "My 
Neighbor Totoro." Brooklyn Free 
Space (298 Sixth Ave., at Second 
Street in Park Slope). $10 per fami- 
ly. Call (718) 965-3135 for info. 

SUNDAY, DEC. 2 

2 pm: Family films, music and 
dance. Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
(421 Fifth Ave., at Eighth Street in 
Park Slope). $10, $8 kids 12 and 

(718) 832-0018 for info. 

2-4 pm: Plant workshop. Brooklyr 



at Sixth younger. 


students, free for kids 12 and 

" "(718) 623-7200 for info. 
1 2:30 pm and 2:30 pm: Puppet 
show. See Saturday, Dec. 1 . 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5 
1 0 am-4 pm: Hanukkah jewelry 
making, computer interaction and 
live game shows. Jewish Children's 


lights). 


pect Heights). $8, $4 


Kingston Avenue in Crown 
$10, free for kids 2 and youngc 
Call (718) 467-1300 for info. 

THURSDAY, DEC. 6 

1:30 pm: Dreidel tournament. 
Jewish Children's Museum (792 

in Crown Heights). $10, free for 


and youngei 


7 pm: Dance. "A Brooklyn Nut- 
026 St. Felix St., between Lafayette 

Greene). a $20 ($1 Ofor Idds under 
18). Call (718) 638-5660 for info or 
visit www.brooklynmusicschool.org. 

8 pm: Kid's play. "A Midsummer 
Night's Dream." Impact Theater 
(190 Underhill Ave., at Sterling 
Place in Prospect Heights). $1 5, 

$10 kids, free for kids 12 and 
younger. Call (845) 797-1320 for info. 

FRIDAY, DEC. 7 
7:30 pm: "A Brooklyn Nut- 
cracker." See Thursday, Dec. 6. 

Tickets for this show are $25 ($15 
for kids under 18). 

8 pm: "A Midsummer Night's 
To list your event, e-mail information 


SATURDAY, DEC. 8 

frv-3 pm: Santa at the Salt 
h Nature Center (3302 Ave. 
East 33rd Street in Sheeps- 
Bay). Free. Call (718) 421- 


Pkwy., at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights). $8 adults, free foi 
members ana kids 12 and younger. 
Call (718) 638-5000 for info. 

\n Opera for Kids." 

. : ulton Ferry Landir 
Street at the East 
Kiver). call (718) 624-2083 for info. 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: Puppet 
show. See Saturday, Dec. 1 

1 pm: Santa at the Fulton Street 
Mall. See Saturday, Dec. 1. 

Night's Dream." See Thursday, 

5 pm: "A Brooklyn Nutcracker." 
See Thursday, Dec. 6. Tickets for 
this show are $25 ($15 for kids 
under 18). 

SUNDAY, DEC 9 

10 am-6 pm: Hanukkah jewelry 
making. See Wednesday, Dec. 5. 
1:30 pm: Dreidel tournament. See 
Thursday, Dec. 6. 

Saturday, Dec 8. P 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: Puppet 
show. See Sat., Dec. 1. 

2 pm: Kid's play. See Thursday, 
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• Meal Preparation 


HOME CARE SERVICES RY SENIORS FOR SENIORS 

- Companion care - Housekeeping - Overnight & 24 hr Care 

■ Cooking/Vegetarian ■ Doctors Appointments 

■ Grocery/Shopping ■ Maintenance Services 

Yard Work - Small Repair - Mobility Assistance 

Person Grooming Pet Core -And More 

SENIORS HELPINGtfNIORS*- W 689-8589 


WWW.SENI0RSHELPINGSENI0RS.COM 


Marriage Need a Tune-Up? 

I can show you how to: 

• use the techniques that (research 
shows) help relationships last. 

• make sure that your partner 
understands what’s on your mind. 

• separate the past from the 
present in the relationship. 

• create realistic expectations for 
resolving those ongoing, touchy issues. 

• evaluate what the commitment to 
new, promising behaviors would require. 

Mastering These Basics Is the Key To ft Successful Marriage 

Joan Emerson, PhD • (718) 499-0373 

Licensed Psychologist & Couples Specialist 
www.joanemerson.com 



ft Brooklyn 
'ft Fencing 
JJp Center 

A . I • Group Clossss 

t- .4 


Open Fencing 

Monday - Saturday 

Private Lessons 
Summer Camps 


FCNCING BIRTHDAY PRCKRGCS! f 


62 Fourth St. (corner of Hoyt) • (718)522-5822 
uiuiui.8rooklvnFencing.com 


Baseball Cards 
Comics • Toys 
Sports Cards 
Bought & Sold 

ie Baseball Card 

DUGOUT 




And it’s not like Smartmom 
hasn’t run a race before. She ran 
the Brooklyn half-marathon in 
March, 2005. That’s 13 miles 
from the Coney Island Board- 
walk to the loops of Prospect 
Park. Impressed? 

So, Smartmom figured why 
not? She especially liked the 
idea of running off the Thanks- 
giving turkey (stuffing, sweet 
potatoes and pumpkin pie) even 
before she’d eaten it. 

Is it possible to lose weight 
on Thanksgiving? 

The weather on Thanksgiv- 
ing morning couldn’t have been 
better. Unseasonably warm and 
sunny, it was the kind of morn- 
ing that makes you want to sing 
Handel’s “Messiah” or at least 
“Joy to the World” by Three 
Dog Night. 

And talk about reasons to be 
thankful: Smartmom wanted to 
give thanks to Rirsten at Slope 


FAMILY 

CLASSIFIED 

To advertise, call 
(718) 834-9350 


Orgrnc, JmTrdtCfMrats'Ttirties 

• Puppet Shows ■ Face Pointing ■ Costume Parties: 
Fairy, Princess, Wizard, Dancer • Orgnnir Catering 
and Treats ‘ (rafts ■ Balloon Fun ‘ Derorations 
• Favors • Caricatures • Tarot Readings 


Ca[[fRe6ecca. 

(347)385-6705 

luww.floiuaj-airy.net 

Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 

718-434-9697 

917-318-9092 


DILIGENT PIANO SERVICE 

Tuning . Regulation ■ Voicing ■ Reasonable Prices 
Jazz & Classical Lessoas for Adults & 
Children also available. 

Call Michael 718-965-3296 
mestero@earlhlink.net ^ 

Classical Flute Lessons 

Specializing in young flutists of 
all ages 8c levels. Please call 

( 718 ) 288-1302 


Photography 



Private Investigation 


FIND ANYONE 

ANYWHERE 

^ E COMPLETE 
IQ PRIEE 


Sports for recommending the 
snazzy blue and silver Saucony 
running shoes on her feet. 

She wanted to thank her high 
school principal, Phineas Ander- 
son, who coached the Walden 
girl’s track team and taught her 
how to run. She wanted to thank 
her legs, which have held her up 
all these years. 

Most of all, she wanted to 
thank the universe for making 
this a Thanksgiving without wor- 
ries (for the time being) about 
homework, middle school, mon- 
ey, getting a book published be- 
fore she’s 50, family illness, and 
marital squabbles about base- 
ment clean ups. 

It was a day to run, and Smart- 
mom was going to go for it. 

On Thanksgiving morning, 
Smartmom tiptoed out of the 
bedroom so as not to wake her 
sleeping giant of a husband. She 
quietly passed Teen Spirit’s bed- 


sleeping giant of a teenage son 

his bedroom... where is that 
boy?). 

Smartmom arrived on the 
north side of Prospect Park at 8:45 
and at exactly 9, there was a gun- 
shot and 1 200 runners were off 
and running (at various speeds). 

All sizes, all shapes, all col- 
ors , all abilities , all genders , the 
Turkey Trot is the perfect 
Brooklyn race. 

Most of all, Smartmom loved 
the bystanders who seemed to 
take great pleasure in cheering 
runners they didn’t even know. 

“Looking good.” “Way to 
go.” “You can do it.” 

Smartmom took the race nice 
and slow. A solid 1 1-minute miler, 
she actually enjoyed the run and 
didn’t even struggle going up the 
famous hill at Battle Pass. After 
mile four, she did develop a stitch, 
but belly breathing helped her 
control the pain and in the last 
minute of the race, she actually 
sprinted to the end, finishing in 
just over 55 minutes. 

Walking back to Third Street, 
Smartmom kept checking her 
iPhone to see if anyone was 


wondering where she was. 
Maybe OSFO woke up and 
thought to call. How about Hep- 
cat? Wasn’t he wondering why 
half the bed was EMPTY? 

Smartmom wanted to tell 
someone, anyone: “I just ran the 
Turkey Trot. Yea for me.” 

But that wasn’t the point. She 
could have told her family about 
the race. She could have asked her 
kids or Diaper Diva to be there. 

So why did she feel the need 
to do it Greta Garbo style? 

Could it be that Smartmom is 
afraid of being the center of at- 
tention around her children? 

While she is eager to carve 
out a slice of her life for herself, 
she’s ambivalent about doing it 
in front of Hepcat and the kids. 

Buddha knows, she needs to 
get in touch with her own body 
and her own thoughts and for 
that she needs to go solo. 

While still bemg a devoted 
mother and wife, Smartmom 
vants to be an independent self 


ning alone. 

Louise Crawford ais 
"Only the Blog Knows Br 


Ramaz. There is a difference. 


i k 





• Ramaz Scholars merit scholarship program 

• Supportive learning environment for students at all levels 

• Unique digital language and media lab 

• Yoet^ program for religious development and spirituality 

• Professional-level fine and performing arts programs 

FOR INFORMATION OR TO ATTEND R PARLOR MEETING: 
E-MflIL: Admissions08@ramaz.org 
Phone: (212) 774-8093 

Ramaz Upper School 
60 East 78th Street 
New York, NY 10075 

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE OF R RRMRZ EDUCATION. 


RRfTlRZ 


& Mi dnil i:\ltad4n; 
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Day 
School, 
Inc. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


Jtllflp 


.0 2-4 year old programs 
i pl Licensed teachers 
’Jjj Optimal educational equipment 
.0 Exclusive outdoor facilities 
O Indoor Gym facilities 


BP, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Part-time spot available for 3 or 4 year old girl 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 
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Project, 8 pm $15 in advance, $17 day of the Anyway Cafe 
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Wednesdays: Live music, 10:30 pm, FREE. SEEM 

The Center for ^" 1 U .™ ^ XtTukebox the Ghost, the 
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Call Direct Sat TV for details 1-800-380-8939 ' 
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Germans: Ich bin ein Red Hooker 




hm Mu & Body 


ACUPUNCTURE 


DENTISTS 



^MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 F|f t h^Ave n u e 


J 788-3290^ 



Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF m 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) insurance 

(718) 622-8020 mm 


EXTRACTIONS 

PERIODONTAL WORK 

CROWNS 
BRIDGES 

■ LAIN VENEERS 

■ACHING 
DENTURES 


I "i i mli? Li I 


GENERAL & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY 


Jack Irwin, D.D.S. 

4 14 Seventh Avenue 


We’ve Moved! 

Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 

1 Pediatric artistry 

Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Hourly Appointment 

Free Consultation 

789-5700 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 


• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 


m 


DENTISTS 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 



Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
j"^| OP and insurance plans accommodated 


DERMATOLOGY 


LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 

Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots, 

SiiWiM 

LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles. thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 


Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Financing Available 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails f 

I ' 000 Xs%r u ' 

Park Slope, Brooklyn I New York City, NY 

(718) 636-0425 I (212) 288-1300 
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PiUf.VL BROOKLYN DEVELOPMENT 

Marty appoints Yards opponent 
to City Planning Commission 



By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The borough’s biggest booster of the At- 
lantic Yards mega-development just ap- 
pointed a well-known opponent of the proj- 
ect to be Brooklyn’s representative on the 
city Planning Commission — and people 
on both sides of the issue are cheering. 

Borough President Markowitz announced 
on Tuesday that he has chosen Community 
Board 2 Chairwoman Shirley McRae to re- 
place disgraced Brooklyn representative Dol- 
ly Williams. 

that the city Conflict of Interests Board 
slapped Williams — an investor in Bruce 
Ratner’s purchase of the New Jersey Nets — 
with a $4,000 fine for voting to allow resi- 
dential development in the area where Ratner 
wants to build housing and an arena for the 
team (see sidebar). 

Williams eventually had to recuse herself 
from all discussion of Atlantic Yards, giving 
Brooklyn no voice during discussions of the 
borough’s biggest development project. 

As a result, the ghost of Dolly Williams 
was hovering in the air at the Borough Hall 
press conference to introduce McRae, who 
was asked whether she might also be forced 


to recuse herself on important votes. 

“Not unless they plan to develop on my 
house,” said McRae, a Fort Greene resident 
who has chaired the Brooklyn Heights, 
Downtown, Fort Greene and Clinton Hill 
community board for five years and been a 
member for 11 . “I don’t do business with the 
city — except to pay my taxes.” 

Markowitz praised his appointee to the 


$48,000-per-year post as someone 
who would “approach every issue 
with knowledge and fairness.” 

“She was in the hotbed of devel- 
opment and she [balanced] the 
needs of the community and the 
need for economic growth,” 
Markowitz continued. “She under- 
stands that smart growth is know- 
ing where we should grow and 
where we should not.” 

It was left to others to hail 
McRae’s leadership of a board that 
objected to Atlantic Yards. 

“Ms. McRae and the communi- 
ty board she chaired were very crit- 
ical of the project, including its un- 
mitigated impacts, the bypass of 
the city’s land-use review process 
and its abuse of eminent domain,” 
said Daniel Goldstein, a spokesman for De- 
velop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn. “We hope 
that as a commissioner, Ms. McRae will re- 
main independent of political leaders and the 
real-estate industry, and continue to mean- 
ingfully scrutinize developments.” 

Councilman David Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights) joined in. 

“I am a great admirer of Shirley McRae,” he 


said. “She is a person of independent strength.” 

But at least one person with intimate 
knowledge of McRae’s leadership of the 
board was appalled by her appointment to a 
body with enormous oversight power over 
zoning changes and development. 

McRae’s resume is thin on planning and 
zoning. She earned a Bachelor of Science de- 
gree in Organizational Management in 2001 
from Nyack College and has an Advanced 
Certificate in Labor Relations from Cornell 
University’s New York State School of In- 
dustrial and Labor Relations. 

In addition, she is the president of the 
board of the Atlantic Center Homeowners’ 
Association, a tenants group. 

If she is known at all to the public, it is be- 
cause of her board’s much-criticized inability 
to take a position on the 2004 Downtown 
Brooklyn Plan, which paved the way for much 
of the eminent domain and skyscraper devel- 
opment that is already being undertaken in the 
area between Fulton and Tillary streets. 

Now as then, McRae blamed the board’s 
non-vote on confusion of some board members. 

“When it came time to vote, certain people 
didn’t know what they were voting on,” 
McRae said. 

If approved by the mayor, McRae would 
step down from Community Board 2. 


• ATLANTIC YARDS 


Dolly Williams is fined 
for her conflicted vote 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Borough President Markowitz’s 
appointee to the city’s powerful Plan- 
ning Commission has admitted she 
violated ethical standards by invest- 
ing in the controversial Atlantic Yards 
project and then voting on the project 
three weeks later — but critics say 
her apology is too little, too late. 

Planning Commissioner Dolly 
Williams has admitted guilt and 
agreed to pay a $4,000 fine. 

“I acknowledge that by voting on the 
Downtown Brooklyn Plan, which con- 
ferred a benefit on the Atlantic Yards 
project in which I was an investor ... I 
violated [the law],” Williams said in a 
statement released on Tuesday. 

The admission was a far cry from 
her assertion to The Brooklyn Paper in 
October that she had served her term 
with integrity. 

Williams, who runs a Gowanus 
construction company and is a Park 
Slope resident, was Borough President 
Markowitz’s appointee to the Com- 
mission, which votes on important 
land-use issues citywide, including 
those related to the controversial, 16- 
skyscraper-and-arena Atlantic Yards 
project. In October, he announced that 


he would not reappoint her. 

According to the Conflicts of Interest 
Board investigation released on Tuesday, 
on May 10, 2004, Williams voted in fa- 
vor of the Downtown Brooklyn Plan, the 
rezoning that allowed for the Atlantic 
Yards project to move forward — a proj- 
ect in which she 

had invested 
$250,000 three 
weeks before. 

Critics ques- 
tion why the 
mveshgatron 
took so long to 
complete. 

“It should 


t iV 


The fine for Williams is only the 
latest in a series of embarrassments for 
the hot-tempered, bright-yellow- 
Porsche-driving entrepreneur. 

In February, Williams was barred 
from voting on an upcoming rezoning 
proposal for the Gowanus Canal area, 
where she owns substantial property. 
Williams also earned plenty of rolled 
eyes when she was spotted at a 2006 
Adantic Yards hearing cheering on proj- 
ect developer Brace Ratner (pictured). 



The partial collapse of the Ward Bakery building 
led to the decision to appoint an ombudsman. 


State finally names an overseer for ATards 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have an 
ombudsman! 

Two hundred and three days after 
promising to appoint someone to oversee 
demolition and construction work at the 
Adantic Yards project — and after three 
other people reportedly turned down the 
job — state officials have finally hired 
their long-awaited watchdog. 

And the man for the $ 105 ,000-a-year job 
is none other than Forrest Taylor, former 
chief of staff to once-time City Council 
speaker Gifford Miller, a former spokesman 
for Mayor Giunam, and a former deputy ex- 
ecutive director for operations for the Met- 
ropolitan Transportation Authority. 

“I look forward to working with all 
stakeholders to insure the community has 
access to current information and swift 
responses to questions and concerns,” he 
said in a statement. 

The Empire State Development Cor- 


poration announced that it would create 
the ombudsman position on May 7, two 
weeks after thousands of tons of bricks 
and debris rained down onto Pacific 
Street from the historic Ward Bakery, 
which was undergoing initial demolition 
by contractors hired by Adantic Yards de- 
veloper Brace Ratner. 

At the time, the agency said it needed 
an ombudsman “to increase oversight and 
improve the flow of information [and] 
ensure that residents remain in the loop, 
and that community concerns receive 

Yet that loop was never closed and those 
concerns did not receive proper attention, as 
at least three people turned down the job, 
the Daily News reported in October. 

Despite not being the agency’s first 
choice for the job, Taylor was praised by 
those who know him. 

“He’s highly professional and has a 
long experience in government, so that 
bodes well,” said Councilman David 


Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights). 

But Yassky, like some Adantic Yards op- 
ponents, said he would wait to see results 
before allowing ESDC to declare victory. 

“It’s good that we have someone who 
can answer questions about the site and 
be responsible when problems arise,” 
Yassky said, “but I still don’t even have a 
detailed construction schedule. And 
ESDC stid needs to do more on traffic 
mitigation, environmental mitigation, and 
the necessary public infrastructure such as 
schools, public safety, etc.” 

Anti- Yards activists — who have said 
the extra level of bureaucratic oversight 
was necessary because Atlantic Yards re- 
ceived litde public scrutiny before it was 
approved by the ESDC last year — also 
said they have a long list of questions. 

“We look forward to meeting with him 
so that now the community can get an- 
swers to all of those questions,” said 
Daniel Goldstein, a spokesman for Devel- 
op Don’t Destroy Brooklyn. 


Foremost among those questions, 
Goldstein said, was whether the basket- 
ball arena that is slated to rise near the in- 
tersection of Flatbush and Atlantic av- 
enues will require the closing of those 
busy streets. In Newark, where a similar 
glass-walled arena sits 25 feet from the 
curb, police officials decided at the last 
minute that several streets would have to 
be closed on game nights to provide an 
ample security perimeter. 

Other issues remain in the Atlantic 
Yards footprint. Demolition work contin- 
ues with litde state oversight, critics said. 

Last month, bricks fed from a building 
at 540 Vanderbilt Ave., an occupied rental 
building that is surrounded by buildings 
that are being tom down. 

No one was hurt, but the residents had 
to be hastily relocated. 

Taylor assumed his post on Monday, 
though the ESDC statement said he does 
not have an office yet. 

He will be best in a “to-be-established of- 


fice in the Adantic Yards project area, pro- 
viding easy access for local officials and 
community members,” the agency said. 

As ombudsman, Taylor, 46, “will over- 
see the project schedule and activities and 
meet with elected officials and community 
groups to brief them on process, activities 
and timetables,” the ESDC press release 
said. “[He] will also be tasked widi relaying 
and working through public concerns with 
the proper administrative agencies.” 

Taylor’s appointment brings to rest the 
spinning “Ombudsman Clock” on the 
anti-Yards Web site, No Land Grab. The 
clock is now frozen at 203 days, 8 hours, 
38 minutes and 28 seconds. 

“At No Land Grab, we never imagined 
that it would take the ESDC 203 days to re- 
tire the count-up clock,” said the Web site’s 
publisher, Lumi Rolley. “Like most things 
Adantic Yards, reality strains credulity.” 

Until the Brooklyn office is open, mem- 
bers of the public can contact their om- 
budsman at (212) 803-3123 or by e-mailing 
atlanticyards@empire.state.ny.us. 



All Senior Living 
Is Not Created Equal 


At Sunrise Senior Living our vision is 
to champion quality of life for all seniors. 
Our homelike living environments are 
beautiful beyond compare. Cozy commu- 
nity areas, like the Bistro, invite residents 
to share lively chats with friends. . .maybe 
even with Sinatra playing on the juke- 
box. Group outings are scheduled every 
day, but relaxing quietly with a favorite 
novel before a bright, sunny window is 
always an option. 


Since no two seniors are alike, we offer 
a variety of lifestyle options, personalized 
amenities and services. Here residents 
enjoy supportive health care by a 
licensed home care service agency. 

Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living to see 
what unique things we do that make 
each of our communities a place seniors 
can call home. 


Friends and families are invited to Sunrise at Mill Basin for an 
Emergency Preparedness seminar presented by 
Matthew Khaled, MPA from the Greater New York American Red Cross. 
Wednesday, December 5th from 2:00pm-3:00pm 


Sunrise . 

Senior Living 



Sunrise at Mill Basin 718-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 718-616-1850 2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1235 

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com 


two heart attacks 
a stroke 

fourteen surgeries 
seven blood clots 
leg amputation 

Cigarette smoking 
is killing Skip Legault. 

Don't let it kill you. 

Quit Now. 

Call for FREE help, 
patches*, gum or lozenges. 

NYS Smokers' Quitline 

1-866-NY-QUITS 

( 1 - 866 - 697 - 8487 ) 

*most smokers qualify 

New York State Department of Health 
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Your neighborhood Plumber 
For Over 100 Years 

• Water Heaters 

• Drain Cleaning 

• Gas /Water Piping 

• Toilet & Faucet Repairs 

• Video Sewer Inspection 

• Boilers Replaced & Serviced 

• Service Agreements 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company without checking the following 

Make sure of: Billing Procedure. 

Service Hours: Vigilante N ° surprises we charge by 
has true 24 hr Service the job not the hour 

Warranties, Guarantees r^C^IAIVTE 

& Satisfaction Policies. Plumbing, Heating&Air Conditioning 
We have the best in the business 
1 00% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Radiator Covers 


RADI 

tr 

Business 



Fox Roofing 
& Restoration 

New Roofing; • Patching; • Coaling; 

Fox can save you MONEY by 
restoring older roofs to pre- 

Cool air in the Summer 
Call For a FREE Estimate 

1-800-945-5562 

LICENSED INSURED^ 

Schwamberger 

Roofing 


718-646-4540 

2nd Generation Roofing 


WV BENSON 
H ROOFING 

Home Improvement - Specializing in Reefs 

■ Rubberized Reef - SBS Cold Process 

■ Shingle Roofs • New Roofs • Gutters 

- Leaders • Skylights • Roofing - Repair 
• Waterproofing ■ Free Estimates 
■ All Work Guaranteed 
• Fully Insured -Lie 11 5908 
1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11 223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
W RUBBISH REMOVAL 


^ Demolition 

Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

(866) 677-8224 

CELL 917-416-8322 

Lie BIC-1180 Fully Insured 

10th year with Thejropklyn Papers 

J&C Demolition 
Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
Contact Carlo 
718-775-4171 L4 7 


EVERGREEN TREE & 
SHRUB INC. 

Jree removal, topping, prun- 
n ' n9 grinding n9 Bu S ckrt^r r u e cT OVa ' 

Call Ca F Hos e 888-727-3235 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


30 YRS EXPERIENCE • SERVING THE 5 BOROS 
~ Free Estimates ~ 


Cn : 


(718) 263-8383 


SHUTTERS 

EXPERTLY MEASURED & INSTALLED 



(718) 424-3737 

slant (fuatoM S&uttms 
Over 50 Years Experience 
www.Aarfshutfers.com 


Simon’s i 

Window Cleaning Co. 

V 10 years of experience 

/ Professional, spotless job 

✓ Tidiness and thoroughness 

SERVING ALL 5 BOROUGHS 
Tel: 917-251-4450 
Fax: 347-374-4514 L3i-2 


Wood Stripping 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

4218 Third Ave. 2nd. Hi Brooklyn, NY 


ADS WORK! 


Call (718) 834-9350 
The Brooklyn Paper 


100 


Over 1 00 Services on our 
Classified & Home 
Improvement Sections 


EMPLOYMENT 


B00KEEPER/ 
OFFICE MANAGER 

Full Time I Full-charge 

Competetive salary, flexible hours possible. 
Minimum 4 years experience, including Excel, 
plus Quickbooks or MYOB/AccountEdge. Must 
be super-organized, hyper-accurate and good 
on the phone (for client contact). 

Please send a brief note. Including salary history 
or expectations, with a current resume to: 
EdWeintrob@BrooklynPaper.com 

(Please note "Bookeeper" in the Subject Line) 

jjku a. - 


The Brooklyn Paper 


Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


Healthcare Opportunities 

Adult Day Care Center located 
in Park Slope Brooklyn, has im- 


Medicaid Representative 

NJ based company seeks people 
with experience in customer service, 
social services and/or Medicaid in a 
NYC hospitnl environment preferred. 
Individuals will work on site at a NYC 
hospital and in the field to sr 


, iilingual 

Spanish Required. Two shifts available 
M-F from 8:30 to 5 and S-Thur. From 


(973) 614-0101 

To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Activity Assistant 

Prospect Park Assisted Liv- 

opening for a FT Activity 
Assistant to work with their 


Theresa Hines 
1 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
Or call 718-622-8400 for 
more information. 


Field Svc Tech 

For leading mfgr of power wheelchairs 
to handle in-home product deliveries and 
svc in the greater Brooklyn orea. Electro/ 
Mech aptitude w/dean MVR a must. 

Please show interest to 
HR2@hoveround.com or (ax 
941-739-5342. Visit our website at 
www.hoveround.com 

EOE/AA l 4 5 

Rands HHan G Super 

with valid 
driver's license. 

Fax Resume 

(718)497-5988 L47 



Rubbish Removal 


7 QUALITY 
7 REPLACEMENT 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


Free Estimates 
24 Hour Service 


c/u< f 

1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 




TREE HI 


STWWW'MNG 


Mil 

•ES.1 IMITEfi 


71M3-M30Q 

71B-CUTTREE 

A Division ofDmgonetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 


REAL ESTATE 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you are 
buying or selling in Fort Greene & Clinton Hill, I can smooth 
the bumps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time. 


Kathryn Lilly 

Associate Broker 

Prudential Douglas Elliman 

156 Montague Street 
718-780-8174 

11718-614-5542 fax 917-369-2503 
klilly@ell 



APARTMENTS 


For Rent 


COMMERCIAL SPACE 


HOUSES 


Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge Open House 

Sat/Sun 1 lam-3pm. 20 Oliver St. next 
to 92nd St. X Shore Rd. Promenade. New 
Luxury Condo Bid. 2 Bdrms., Sunny Terraces, 
High-End Finishes, Low Maintenance. 1 5 Year 
Tax Abatement. Many Amenities. $650,000. 
Alpine Real Estate 718-238-1788 


ATTORNEYS 


Buying or Selling? 

Experienced 
Real Estate Attorney 

Michael S. Gold 

Houses Condos Co-Ops- 
Contracts Closings • 
New Construction Projects • 
Refinances 

- Free Consultation - 

Law Offices of 
Michael S. Gold 

One Metrotech Center 
Downtown Brooklyn 

(718)246-GOLD (4653) 


HOUSES 


Queens 


BELLE HARBOR 
BEACH BLOCK 

2 Family, 2/2 , Basement, 
Garage & Private Drive. 
$499,000. 

WALSH PROPERTIES, INC. 

(718)945-5512 ua 


Princess Bay 

-NEW HOMES 
2 FAMILY 

BUILDER PAYS 
CLOSING COSTS 



3BR, 2 bath, 1890 Colonial in 
New kitchen w/granite countertops, maple cabinets : 

BR, new den, new full bath, new A/C, new window 
school system and more. Formal DR has colonial charm. Minutes 
78, commuter bus/train and shopping outlets in Flemington. 

1 hour from NYC. 

Contact Brian Glynn at Weichert Realtors 908-507-7694 


0 

< 


z 

(S 

Specializing in the Purchases and Sales of Residential Property 

z 

FULTON STREET 

CLINTON HILL 

hi 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LU 

1-2 Br. from 390K 

Lr. 1-2 Br. from 449K 

0. 

Excellent Loc. 

Excellent Loc. 

O 

BOERUM MILL 

PROSPECT PARK 

0 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 499K 

1-2 Br. from 339K 

z 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

< 

4% 

CC 

254 Flatbush Avenue 

I (between St. Marks & Prospect PI.) 

0 

(718) 230-7560 (718) 230-7563 FAX 

Email: Info@EladiaRealty.com 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 
•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens *Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill -Clinton Hill «Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 



ember, 2007, bearing Inc 


«?n™toro"ik>eM) 


SERVICES 


g TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping, 

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized ■ E9t!r m Center A51 


CLIPandSAVE 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs 

• Wrongful Death • Truck AccRL..~ , , v 

• Construction Accidents “-(•}■ 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$1.6 million verdict! 

Bronx man recovers SB million 
for injuries in construction accident! 

Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

Personal injury attorneys 
377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 

www.miUercampson.com 


Facing Divorce? ER3 « 2 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

1 6 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 • www.angelascarlato.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G, Graft P,C, 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Attorneys 


ACCIDENT? 

FREE CONSULTATION 
NO FEE UNLESS WE WIN 
Slip & Fall Accidents Car Accidcats 
Coastruction Accidents Mcdiral Malpractice 


Matrimonial Law - Criminal Defense 

MICHELE Y. TANG, ESQ. 
TEL/FAX (718) 939-2116 

FORMER LEGAL AID ATTORNEY 
myqfang@yahoo.com 


LAW OFFICES OF 
NATASHA APPLEWHITE 


ZL ^ A 


We Handle ALL of Your 
LEGAL MATTERS 
Family Law • Divorce • 
Immigration • 

Will & Estates • Real Estate 
Civil • DUI 


139 Putnam Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238 

347-406-7862^ 4 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


Vacati 


DISNEY AREA STAY 


7/6 Nights 2 Adult Disney 
Tickets paid$750 
Sacrifice for $249 
GOOD FOR 1 YEAR 


(917) 205-0358 


^1 Computer 

RENk BASIC CLASSES 
$99 GUARANTEED TO LEARN 

Includes 4 Sessions, 

6 hrs. of Instruction, and 
2 Free Practice hrs. at 
Brooklyn Geek. 


GET A NEW TERMINAL FREE... 
and STOP OVERPAYING 
for YOUR PROCESSING! 

We'll give you $500.00 if we 
can't beat your current rates! 
Ldmsavings@yahoo.com 

Call Laura Now 917-658-4755 


iNCONIESTED 1 

Child Support ■ Custody • 
Visitation Stipulation Agreement 
Hablamos Espahol 

CALL LAUREAN0 & GRAHAM 
718-415-6929 

EMAIL: COROZAL001@YAHOO.COM 


Merchandise Wanted 


JL Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

Plookingtobuy 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


BrooklynPaper.com 


LEGAL NOTICES 


MYRTLE VENTURE LLC; App., for Auth., filed with 
NY Sec. of State ("SSNY") 09/14/2007. Office in 
Kings County; LLC formed in DE on 06/05/2007, 
SSNY designated agent for service of process with 
copy mailed to The LLC, c/o BFC Partners, 325 
Gold Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 All lawful busi- 


ness purposes. 

BP44-49 
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The Brooklyn Paper HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Appliance Repair II Architects || Asbestos 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Refrigerators • 


• Washers & Dryers • 

• Stoves & Ovens • 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


ADS WORK! 


Call (718) 834-9350 
The Brooklyn Paper 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 


General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 

martin@mdparchitects.com 


(77\ FACELIFT fm 
CONTRACTING 

BEFORE AFTER 

Restorations & Remodeling 
Exterior & Interior 

Over 20 Years Experience 

Stripping & Refinishing 
Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Kitchens & Baths 
Tile • Marble • Granite • Ceramic Tile • Painting 
Plastering • Roofing • Siding • Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors • Lofts • Apartments • Brownstones 
Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal 
Design & Consulting 
Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
First Time Home Buyer Discount & Concessions 
To Help You On Your Way 
All Types of Repair Expertly Done 

L4s Ask for George: 

A 1-347-724-6540 1 

Senior Citizen Discount 
Licensed & Insured r\ 


C ^WANTI ^ 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• curtomiGtehens Jobs are Owner Supervised 
'“S'* We have been 
doing a great job 
for over ten years . R 00 t raL 

718-375-8292 & 'Zde d 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718-893-4006 



Contractors II Contractors 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS •REMODELING 


Complete Home Inter 


LdaaiAiauiaii 

Int/Ext Painting • Doors 


Free Estimates 


(718) 998-1110 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ii'j 




Residential 718-467-3541 Commercial 
FULLY INSURED 
NYC HIC LIC# 1175612 

Full Interior Renovations - 
Basements - Kitchens - 
Bathrooms - Marble Tiles - Stone 
Tiles - Kitchen Cabinets - Granite 
Counter Tops - Oak Floors - 
Ornamental Molding & Medallion 


WWW.JTCASSOC.COM 

A&l Modern 
Rendvation 

Drywall • Painting • Skim coat 


9 1 V-7D 1 -339B 


Chris Mullins 

General Contracting K 

Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens 
Carpentry • All Renovations • Brickwork 

F '1T8l7y55'r 

Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & Mote 

(718) 236-9466 


Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc. 

Complete Interior 
Renovations 
Licensed & Insured 

You don't pay a dime 
until the job's complete. 
Call Anthony 
718-858-8588 
347-73 1-4464 
Locally Owned & Operated 


* Leinster * 
Contracting 

Asbestos & Lead Abatement 
Spray on Fireproofing 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 

Lie #05-0086 INSURED 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 


John 

Costelloe 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


VASILIOS GIOUSOS 

WOODWORKING 

Hi Tech Kitchens - Bookcases 
Radiator Covers ■ Furniture 
Call Rilly 718-522-0338 
68 Jay Street, Brooklyn 11201 
Monday - Friday lso 

Carpentry Plus 



718-762-9200 


Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com ^ 


718-279-3334 l;i . 14 

Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 

sunshinedeaningserviceeyahoo.com 


NAM — 

f DEMOLITION 

& EXCAVATION 
Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


(718) 965-8024 


Bathroom & Kitchen Tile 


Why Replace UJhen Vou Can Restore? 

R€JUV€NHT€ YOUR IMTHROOM 


- Expert Refinishing of Bathrooms, 

Wall Tile, Sink & Floors 

• Refinished Like New & Ready to 

Use in just 24 Hours i Any Service I 

• TAKES ONE DAY! 


;$25 off; 


PR€MI€R BATHS, INC. 

1-866-399-8827 


uiuiui.premierbcithsinc.com for Special Savings 


BEFORE 




GRIND RAISED CONCRETE PROFESSIONALLY! 

• Avoid Lawsuits/City Violations • Licensed & Insured 


• Easier Snow Removal 


• Satisfaction Guaranteed 


VI M-KWAY GRINDING CO 

C L Your Inexpensive Trip Hazard Sol ution 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

rharge by the job, not by the hour 


• Mention this ad and save $25. 

I Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.com 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


ALECTRAinc. 


718-522-3893 

Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@ad.com 
Fully Insured ■ Lic#1 252474^ ^ 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


Floor Maintenance 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation 'Repairs 
•Scraping "Sanding 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


Cherry Valley Flooring 

Installation & refinishing all hardwood 
flooring. Installation of carpet, 
linoleum, VCT, ceramic & stone tiles. 


(718) 271-4919 

luisod@cherryvalleyflooring.com 

MASTER FLOORING 

INSTALLATION SANDING FINISHING 

All kinds of Lamination 

Hardwood Floors $1.50/sqft 
$2.50/ sq ft Free Estimates 

CALL TIM 718.300.0928 



...growing with ideas 
design Sc maintenance 
from rooftops, terraces 
gardens & containers 
Visit Our Holiday Shop: 


479 Atlantic Ave 
(646) 489-5181 
www.gardendig.com 


Amighini Architectural Inc. 

THE BEST ANTIQUE SALVAGE DOORS AND MORE 


'Your Front Door is the statement of the person who lives there. 



■ 116 3RD PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 92 PROSPECT PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 102 WILLOW ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 223 WYCKOFF ST. BROOKLYN NY 


■ 355 4TH St. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 379 4TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 418 13TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 445 54TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 



OC 

MND<vCA9E> 

° ntra ctors Incorporated 

Design, Installation and Maintenance 

Urban Garden Specialists 
(718) 922.2900 



718-753-9741 


KBM Handyman Services 

(718) 763-0379 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871-1 504 A3104 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 



Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


swma 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


|~in ^ Licensed & Insured g© Q] 

www.Arikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 


TIP 

TOP 

MOVING 


Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 
Estimates 

718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 
NYS DOT # 36694 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS ™ 


Reliable z 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 

SUNSHINE 
PAINTING RESTORATION 
COMPANY 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

(866) 748-6990 
'ww.sunshinepaintingny.com 

also online at brooklynpaper.ee 



Interior Master Painter 

Specializes in Skim Coating 
Taping - Plastering 
Quality Work • Dependable Service 

No Job Too Small - Free Estimates 

347-623-1578 


•8 


718-439-7309 A5C 



NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
■ EE Plumbing HM 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate *31-03 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


the PIGEON 
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Visit us online at BrooklynPaper.com 


MORE 

HOME IMROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 19 























































